
THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

October 13,2010 

Electronic Submission to: mmata@waterboards.ca.gov 

Mr. David Gibson, Executive Director 
San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 
9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Ms. Michelle Mata, WRC Engineer 
San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 
9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Dear Mr. Gibson and Ms. Mata: 

Subject: City of San Diego Comments on the Tentative Order No. R9-201O-0124; NPDES 
Permit No. CAG999002; General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges 
Associated with the Public Display of Fireworks to Surface Waters within the San 
Diego Region 

The City of San Diego, Storm Water Department, is pleased to provide the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board with comments regarding the tentative General National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit for the firework displays. We understand the 
need to continue moving forward with water quality improvements, and want to work with you 
on permit revisions to maximize our water quality efforts in a cost effective and efficient manner. 

Discharge Prohibitions 
Firework displays are prohibited in Areas of Special Biological Significance (ASBS), Section 
IV(C). However, it states that discharges must be located a sufficient distance from the ASBS. 
Please define sufficient distance to help ensure the ASBS are protected. 

Section VI(A)(2)(s) states "It shall not be a defense for the enrollee in an enforcement action 
that effluent limitation violations are a result of analytical variability rendering the results 
inaccurate. The validity of the testing results, whether or not the enrollee has monitored or 
sampled more frequently that required by this Order, shall not be a defense to an enforcement 
action." We recommend that this language be modified requiring the enrollee to comply with 
the requirements for the Surface Waters Ambient Monitoring Program. 
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Provisions-Standard Provisions 
There is a reference to permittees, dischargers, and enrollees in Section VI (A)(2)(d); however, 
sponsor was not included as referenced in Section II(A)(1). Please clarify the association 
between sponsor and the other identified parties. 

The Special Provision Section VI(C)(2) does not call for special studies. The State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and 
Estuaries - Part 1 Sediment Quality calls for special studies in Section VII (C)(3) when there are 
exceedances of the receiving water limits. The proposed Order should allow for special studies 
to demonstrate that other sources may also be contributing to the degradation of sediment 
quality. 

Attachment A - Definitions 
The definition of Degrade is not consistent with the definition in the State Water Board 
Resolution No. 68-16, also known at the Anti-degradation Policy which is defined as "Any 
actions that can adversely affect water quality in all surface and ground waters must be 
consistent with the maximum benefit to the people of the state, must not unreasonably affect 
present and anticipated beneficial use of such water, and must not result in water quality less 
that that prescribed in water quality plans and policies". We recommend using the definition 
from Resolution 68-16 to be consistent. 

Attachment E- Receiving Water Monitoring Requirements- Surface Water 
The Sediment Monitoring Plan, Section VIII(A)(3) has several components, one of which is the 
Conceptual Model. Based on special monitoring studies conducted by the Storm Water 
Department, Strontium has been identified as a pollutant in storm water runoff. We recommend 
that a prevailing nighttime indirect deposition zone be added as a Conceptual Model component, 
and request a definition be included in Attachment A. This request is also based on 
documentation provided in the US Environmental Protection Agency Frequently Asked 
Questions About Atmospheric Deposition: A Handbook for Watershed Managers, EPA-453/R-
01-009, dated September 2001. 

If you have any questions or require more information, please don't hesitate to contact Ruth Kolb 
at (858) 541-4328. 

Sincerely, 

l~Vvv~'-
Kris McFadden 
Interim Director 

cc: Chron File 


