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SAN DIEGO PORT TENANTS ASSOCIATION 

December9,2010 

San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 
9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA 92123 
Attn: Michelle Mata 

Via email: mmatarWwaterhoards.ca.!!ov 

RE: Tentative Order No. R9-20 I 0-0 124, General Permit No. CAG99902 
General Waste Discharge Requirements for the Display of Fireworks 

Dear Ms Mata: 

The San Diego Port Tenants Association (SDPTA) is a non-profit organization of 
businesses who lease land along the tidelands of San Diego Harbor. The two 
underlying objectives of the SDPTA are to collectively represent and promote a 
united forum of port tenants and advance and promote the common and mutual 
business interests of its members. 
The SDPTA hereby provides the following, in regard to the San Diego Water 
Board's December 16,2010 workshop allowing interested persons the 
opportunity to comment on Tentative Order No. R9-20 I 0-0124: 

I. The initial and annual application fee of$I,452 applies to an event sponsor 
whether one event or multiple events are performed in a yearly period. This 
seems very unfair to sponsors conducting only one event per year. 

2. Clarify that the tentative order does not require or intend to require surface water 
quality monitoring on a per event basis. 

3. The tentative order requires dischargers to either form or join a regional water 
body-monitoring coalition or conduct individual monitoring. Can the R WQCB 
provide specific examples of existing regional water body-monitoring coalitions 
that are currently conducting monitoring and the goals and objectives of these 
coalitions? 

4. The State Water Resources Control Board 's Water Quality Control Plan for 
Enclosed Bays and Estuaries - Part I Sediment Quality (Effective August 25, 
2010), Section V, Benthic Community Protection guidance is identified as the 
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5. assessment tool for monitoring surface water (referred to as the Sediment Quality Objective [SQO] 
guidance). As is stated in the guidance document in Section C. Applicable Waters, "Part 1 does not 
apply to ocean waters' including Monterey Bay and Santa Monica Bay, or inland surface waters'." This 
fact needs to be clarified in the tentative order. 

6. The tentative order indicates that the number of fireworks displays at Sea World averages between 110 
and I 20 events per year. The tentative order also states "Sea World ' s sediment chemistry monitoring results 
show higher levels of pollutants associated with fireworks events within the sediment in the fireworks 
deposition zone (FDZ), particularly for barium, chromium, cobalt, copper, silver and titanium. Results from 
short-term survival sediment toxicity sampling were highly variable spatially and temporally within the FDZ, 
and temporally within the reference sites. Samples in the reference sites and FDZ range from non-toxic to 
highly toxic making it difficult to detect any difference in short term toxicity. Discharges from SeaWorld ' s 
public fireworks events represent the highest level of water and sediment effects because I) Mission Bay is 
unique due to the restricted circulation of waters within the bay, the shallow depth of the bay in the vicinity 
of the fireworks events, and 2) the high frequency of repeat fireworks events throughout the year at the same 
location results in maximum pollutant loading." Based upon the inconclusive results to date for the multi­
year Sea World monitoring program, which is conducted within an area that the RWQCB describes as 
having the highest potential for fireworks-related water and sediment effects, it is unclear how the proposed 
integrated SOQ program would be able to identifY fireworks-specific impacts to the benthic community in 
locations that experience a small fraction of the events that Sea World conducts per year, over a wider 
expanse (e.g., San Diego Bay). Please clarify. 

Thank you for your kind attention to our comments. We look forward to meeting you at the workshop. 

Sincerely, 

Lee E. Wilson 
Chairman of the Board 

CC: Sharon Cloward, Jim Unger, Sandy Purdon, Craig Anderson, John Lormon, Barry Snyder, Dr. Ray 
Ashley, Pat Pfohl, Jennifer Ringle, David Gibson 


