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NUTRIENT TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD FOR THE SANTA MARGARITA RIVER 
ESTUARY  

DRAFT CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) CHECKLIST 

 

AESTHETICS 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not impact designated scenic vistas or 
highways, or have a demonstrable negative aesthetic effect, or result in increased glare. 

 

AGRICULTURE AND FOREST RESOURCES 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan actions could result in limited reductions in 
agricultural land use through the installation of Structural Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) required under the General Agricultural Order or MS4 Permits. The proposed 
TMDL and Action Plan will not change the agricultural character of the watershed. The 
proposal will not result in conversion of the land to development. The proposal does not 
conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or Williamson Act contracts. The 
proposal could involve small changes in the existing environment through the 
installation of structural BMPs, which, due to their location or nature, could result in 
limited conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use. 

 

AIR QUALITY  

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
the applicable air quality plan. The proposed TMDL and Action Plan could potentially 
and temporarily contribute significantly to an existing or projected air quality violation 
during the installation or maintenance of Structural BMPs required under the General 
Agricultural Order or MS4 Permits. The proposed TMDL and Action Plan could 
potentially and temporarily result in a cumulative considerable net increase of criteria 
pollutants for which the region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard during the installation or maintenance of Structural BMPs. 
The proposed TMDL and Action Plan could potentially and temporarily expose sensitive 
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations during installation and maintenance of 
structural BMPs. The proposed TMDL and Action Plan could potentially and temporarily 
create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people, during installation 
and maintenance of structural BMPs.   
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

One potential management option, that has been considered but is not likely to be 
chosen, to reduce eutrophication in the Santa Margarita River Estuary is increasing 
flushing  during peak periods of primary productivity (summer). If adopted, such an 
option could have a significant negative impact on available tidewater goby habitat. 
However, the proposed TMDL and Action Plan are not expected to adversely affect 
plants and animals, including rare, threatened, or endangered species. The overall 
proposal does not have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce fish or wildlife habitat, cause fish or wildlife population drop below 
self-sustaining levels, or threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community. 

 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not directly or indirectly impact any cultural 
resources. 

 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not affect any geologic or soil conditions.  

 

GREENHOUSE GAS MISSIONS 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan could lead to the generation of limited greenhouse 
gas emissions during the installation and maintenance of structural BMPs required 
under the General Agricultural Order or MS4 Permits. The proposed TMDL and Action 
Plan are not expected to create a significant conflict with an applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emission of greenhouse gases.  

 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not impact these areas. 

 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not negatively impact these areas. 
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LAND USE AND PLANNING 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not conflict with any applicable land use plans 

 

MINERAL RESOURCES  

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not result in the loss of a mineral resource. 

 

NOISE 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan could potentially and temporarily result in 
exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of standards established 
in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies, 
during the installation and maintenance of Structural BMPs required under the General 
Agricultural Order or MS4 Permits. The proposed TMDL and Action Plan could 
potentially and temporarily expose persons to or generation of excessive ground borne 
vibration or ground borne  noise levels, during the installation and maintenance of 
Structural BMPs. The proposed TMDL and Action Plan are not expected to result in a 
permanent increase in ambient noise levels. The proposed TMDL and Action Plan are 
expected to result in a temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels during 
Structural BMP installation and maintenance. The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will 
not involve areas designated for airport land use or private airstrips. 

 

POPULATION AND HOUSING  

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not affect or induce substantial population 
growth. The proposal will not affect development patterns or displace substantial 
numbers of people. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICES  

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not result in any adverse impacts to fire, 
police, schools, parks, or other public facilities. 
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RECREATION  

The implementation of the proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not increase the use of 
neighborhood parks or recreational facilities. The proposal will not require construction 
or expansion of recreational facilities. 

 

TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not impact existing transportation or traffic 
circulation patterns. 

 

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

The proposed TMDL and Action Plan will not impact utilities or service systems. 
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