
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 79-99

NPDES NO. CA0004049

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMEN'rS FOR'

PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY
MARTINEZ PO\'/ER PJ.J\NT
MARTINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
hereinafter Board, finds that,

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Company, hereinafter discharger, submitted
an application dated May 31, 1979, for reissuance of NPDES Permit
No. CA0004049, originally issued by the Board on December 17, 1974,
as Order No. 74-203, for the Martinez Power Plant.

2. The Martinez Power Plant is a 50 megawatt gas and oil fired generating
plant which produces 960 megawatt hours and 2000 tons of steam per
day. This plant now discharges wastes containing pollutants, as
described below,

a. Waste 001 consists of cooling tower blowdown, boiler blowdown,
low volume wastes (softener blowdown; evaporator blowdown;
air preheater, fireside, and waterside washes; and other
miscellaneous wastes), and stormwater. All of these wastes
are combined for lime addition followed by clarification,
dual media filtration, and pH adjustment. The average flow
is approximately 252,000 gallons per day (gpd) while the
maximum flow is about 525,000 gpd. After treatment, Waste 001
is discllarged into a pair of series-flow settling ponds
situated about 400 feet southeast of the plant site and
within the Martinez Refinery of the Shell Oil Company. The
pond effluent is discharged into a buried drain which empties
into an un-named watercourse at a point about 2500 feet east
from the Refinery Pacheco Gate No. 4. That watercourse is
tributary to Peyton Slough which flows into suisun Bay near
Bulls Head. The slough and Suisun Bay are waters of the
United States. The flow values for waste 001 may increase
When the discharger begins using Contra Costa County Water
District reclaimed water.

b. Waste 002 is storm runoff from the fuel oil storage tank
area. It is disci1arged into a roadside ditch on Shell Avenue,
at an unmeasured rate. In the future this waste may be
routed through the treatment system.
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