
CALIFORNIA RECIONAL \vATER QUALITY CONTROL BOAlW
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. (l!1-76
NPIJES NO. CA0006246

REISSUING HASTE DISCHARGE REQUHEMENTS FOR:

GENERAL ELECTlnc COMPANY
VALLECITOS NUCLEAI, CENTER
PLEASANTON, ALMiEDA COUNTY

The CalLfornia Rcg.iona l. Hater Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. General El.cc t r ic Company, Val.Lec.Lt os Center (GE-VNC), hereinafter
cal.led the discharger, submitted an application (Consolidated Permlts­
Form 2C) dated November 9, 1983 for reI.ssuance of NFDES Pcrmit No.
CA0006246.

2. GE-VNC is located in Vall.ecltos Valley about five miles southeasterly
from the City of Fleasanton. The primary functIons of GE-VNC are
nuclear fuel research and production of radio-isotopes Eor medical and
other uses. FaciLi.ti.es on site (see Attachment 1) include a (50 MH)
test reactor known as GETI', whIch has been shut down sInce October 27,
1977; a small (100 KH) graphIte moderated nuclear test reactor known as
NTR; laboratories for s t ud i.e s in radI.ochemistry, metallurgy, and
nuclear fuels; shops; and support facil.itles. There are also two other
nuclear reactors on site, which have been shut down since the mtd­
1960's. GE has no present plans for reactIvating either of these two
reactors.

3. The discharger generates both sanitary and industrial wastewaters
whIch are separately collected, treated and dIscharged. Sanitary
wastes are treated in an Imhoff tank, Elltered through sand beds,
chlorInated, and held briefly In one of four retentIon basins untIl
dispo sed of on GE property by sprinkler .i.r r iga ti.on on land. Average
dry weather di.s posal of treated sanitar y wastewater Ln 1981, was 4,000
gpd and average wet weather dIsposal was 6,040 gpd.

4. IndustrIal wastewater consists of non-contact equipment cooling water
and of wastewaters from pho t ochem.i.cal lab, machine shops, support
Eaeil.ities (e.g. cafeteria and adminj.stratj.ve faeil.ities), air
c.ondit:i.oner and cooling water wastes from the waste evaporat.or , and
secondary coolIng water from NTE. wasre evaporator distillate Is no
longer dLspos er! of as 'i.ndu s t r i.al. wastes.

5. Industrial wastewaters are pH-adjusted, flows to three 60,000-gallon
retention basins and tested for complIance w.it.h the Rcg.tonaI Board's
nonradioact.ive waste discharge requirement.s and the Nuclear Regul,at.ory
Commission's (NEC) r a di.oac tL vity release Linri ts before batch discharge
to an unnamed draInage di.t ch tributary to Vallecitos Creek.
Rad.i.oact i ve industrial wastewaters are disposed of in an NEC-approved
lllanner and there is no discharge to surface or ground waters. The
discharge poInt is located at latitude 37"31' and longItude 121°49'.
































