
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 88-066

ISSUING WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAN FRANCISCO DISTRICT
OAKLAND INNER AND OUTER HARBOR NAVIGATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS
ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (the Board), finds that:

1. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, San Francisco District
(hereinafter called the Corps) has proposed to dredge a
total of 7 million cubic yards of material from the Oakland
Inner & Outer Harbors. This dredging is needed to improve
the the abil i ty of the Harbors to accomodate modern, deep­
draft container ships. To address the water quality impacts
of this proposal, the corps was asked to apply for waste
discharge requirements.

2. The corps' dredging proposal consists of three elements. The
first is the dredging of about 3.7 million cubic yards of
material from the Inner Harbor. This dredging will deepen
the channel depth to 42 feet below mean lower low water
(MLLW), and will provide a 1,200 foot diameter turning
circle. The second element is the dredging of about 2.8
million cubic yards of material from the Outer Harbor
channel, to also deepen it to 42 feet below MLLW. The third
element is the dredging of 0.5 million cubic yards from Port
of Oakland berths adjacent to the above channels. The above
dredging activities will also require the relocation of
existing submarine utilites and the removal of existing pier
structures in the vicinity of the channel deepening.

3. The Port of Oakland is acting as a local sponsor for an
initial portion of this project. The Port proposes to
dredge 0.56 million cubic yards (out of the total of 3.7
million, as mentioned above) of material from a four mile
long section of the Oakland Inner Harbor, lowering it from
35 feet below MLLW to 38 feet below MLLW and providing an
1,100 foot diameter turning circle. This first phase also
invovles the removal of an existing pier structure, for
which a Negative Declaration was certified by the Port in
September, 1986. The Port was likewise requested to apply
for waste discharge requirements.

4. The dredged material from this first phase of the overall
project, the 0.56 million cubic yards dredged by the Port,
















