
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION 

Jn the matter of: 

LEHIGH SOUTHWEST 
CEMENT COMPANY 
SANTA CLARA COUNTY 

Discharges in violation of effluent 
limits and interim effluent limits 

Section I: INTRODUCTION 

) 
) 
) SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND 
) STIPULATION FOR ENTRY OF 
) ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY 
) ORDER 
) 
) 
) ORDER NO.R2-2017-1023
) 
) 

1. This Settlement Agreement and Stipulation for Entry of Administrative Civil
Liability Order (Stipulated Order) is entered into by and between the California Regional
Water Quality Control Board, �an Francisco Bay Region, Prosecution Team (Prosecution -
Team) and Lehigh Southwest Cement Company (Lehigh or Settling Respondent)
(collectively Parties), and is presented to the California Regional Water Quality Control
Board, San Francisco Bay Region (Regional Water Board), or its delegate, for adoption
as an Order by settlement, pursuant to Government Code section 11415.60. This
Stipulated Order resolves the violations alleged herein by the imposition of
administrative civil liability agaimt Lehigh in the amount of$37S,OOO.

Section JI: RECITALS 

2. Settling Respondent operates the Permanente Plant (Facility), located at 24001
Stevens Creek Blvd., Cupertino, Santa Clara County. The Facility is a limestone quarry
and cement production facility that also produces construction aggregate. Hanson
Pennanente Cement, Inc. owns the property on which the Facility is located.

3. The Facility's discharges to surface waters had been regulated by waste discharge
requirements in the General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Process
Wastewatersfrom Aggregate Mining, Sand Washing, and Sand Ojjloading Facilities to
Surface Waters, NPDES Permit No. CA0982001, and the Waste Discharge
Requirements for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with Industrial Activities
Excluding Construction Activities, NPDES General Permit No. CAS000001.

4. The Regional Water Board adopted Order No. R2-2014-00iO (Permit) on March
12, 2014, issuing new waste discharge requirements as NPDES Permit No. CA00302IO.
This Permit contains prohibitions, limitations, and provisions regulating some of the
same discharges as those covered under NP DES Pennit Nos. CAG98200 l and
CAS000001.
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5. The Facility discharges process wastewater from cement manufacturing, quarry
dewatering, aggregate materials processing, truck washing, and dust control. The Facility
also discharges industrial stormwater. These discharges occur at six discharge points as
described in Table 2 and the Permit {Fact Sheet section II, Facility Description). The
discharge points and their locations are shown in Attachment B, page B-2, of the Permit.
The existing wastewater flow configuration is shown in Attachment C, page C-1, of the
Permit.

6. The Pennit contains effluent limitations, including those listed in Table I below:

Table 1: Permit Effluent Limits 

Parameter 
Average Montb)y Malllllum Dally 

Effluent Limit Effluent Limit 

Discharge Point No. 001 

Chromium (VJ) 11 1 8.0 µg/L 16 µglL 

Mercwy 0.020µg/L 0.041 µg/L 

Nickel111
.. 82µg/L 160 µg/L 

Selenium 4.1 µg/L 8.2 µg/L 

Total Dissolved Solids ' 1,000 2,000mg/L 

Total Suspended Solids -· 58 lbs/d 

Settlcable Matta 0.1 0.2 mLJL-hr 

Tw-bidity 5.0NTU tONTU 

Disch�e Point Nos.· 002 throueh 005 

Turbidity - 40NTU 

Total Suspended Solids - 50 mg/L 

Settlcable Matter 0.1 mUL-hr · 0.2mUL-hr

pH 6.5 - 8.5 s.u. 121

Total Suspended Solids 

Unit Abbreyjaljons: 
µg/L = micfoarlms pee liter 
mg/L - milligJamS per liter 
mUL-hr • miUi1!1m pci: liter- bolir 

NTU • nepbelometric turbidity units 
s.u. s standard IIJlits
lbs/d • pounds J)Cl' day

Discharge Point No. 006 

- 50 mg/L 

111 Compliance with the aYCrBge 'moo1hly effluent limit shall be dctermiocd by the flow-weighted average effluent concentration, 
def'med as tbe sum of the produds of all oooetGO'lltion-bascd RSU!ts and their correspooding volW11CUic flow rates, meas\lRd al the 
time the sample w11S·w11cctcd during !he CAiendar month, divided by lhc sum of those flow tales. Non-<lclect results shall be treated as 
zero. 

121 lnSWttan.eous. within the range from 6.S through 8.S. 

7. The Regional Water Board adopted Cease and Desist Order No. R2-20I4-20l 1
-(COO) pn March 12, 2014, because it found that Lehigh was violating or threatening to
violate tl:te new and more stringent Pennit requirements, including certmn effluent limits:

8. _Per the COO, page 7, paragraph l(b), Lehigh is required to comply with the
numeric interim effluent limitations listed in Table 2 below:
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