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MEETING DATE: August 15, 2001

ITEM:

5.D


SUBJECT:

VELCON FILTERS, INC., AND FRANK HAMEDI, FOR THE PROPERTY AT 1761 JUNCTION AVENUE, AND VELCON FILTERS, INC., LUCIAN W. TAYLOR AND JEAN B. TAYLOR, AND TRIAD TOOL AND ENGINEERING, INC., FOR THE PROPERTIES AT 1750 ROGERS AVENUE AND 1759 JUNCTION AVENUE, SAN JOSE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY – Adoption of Final Site Cleanup Requirements 
CHRONOLOGY:
March 15, 1995 - Site Cleanup Requirements adopted.

DISCUSSION:
 The Velcon Filters site consists of three adjacent properties, all of which were owned or used by Velcon Filters from the 1970s until 1994 when Velcon sold the properties.  Velcon has retained responsibilty for the soil and groundwater cleanup.  Velcon manufactured fuel filters for jet aircraft at the site.  In 1988 it was discovered that soil and groundwater in the vicinity of underground jet fuel storage tanks and a fuel filter testing lab were contaminated with jet fuel.  Jet fuel was found to be floating on groundwater.  Velcon began extracting floating product.  In 1990, halogenated volatile organic compounds (VOCs) were discovered to be present in soil and groundwater also.  Velcon expanded the focus of the remedial investigation to include VOCs.  Since 1995 eleven groundwater extraction wells have been installed on and offsite.  The extraction wells provide plume remediation and containment.  This site is notable for its widespread soil pollution.




The Tentative Order (Appendix A) prescribes final Site Cleanup Requirements for the site.  It generally approves Velcon’s cleanup plan and sets cleanup standards for soil and groundwater.  Due to economic and access limitations, a phased approach to soil cleanup is specified in the Tentative Order.   In addition, the Tentative Order allows the discharger to propose alternate soil cleanup levels for VOCs if it is infeasible to meet the cleanup standard in the Order and appropriate engineering controls will prevent leaching of contaminants to groundwater.




We received written comments from one interested party, Velcon (Appendix B).  Velcon proposes a less stringent soil cleanup standard for jet fuel (5,700 mg/kg versus 560 mg/kg).  This proposal is based on a July 27, 2001 report by Velcon.




We agree that a soil cleanup standard of 560 mg/kg for jet fuel is overly conservative in this case, given current land use and potential threats to human health and groundwater.  However, Velcon’s proposed standard would be unprotective of these uses.  Velcon’s proposal exceeds the soil saturation limit of 3,000 mg/kg.  For protection of human health and groundwater, levels in excess of the soil saturation limit are generally not acceptable.  Levels of more than 1,000 mg/kg typically cause nuisance problems in shallow soils such as noxious odors.  We have changed the cleanup standard for jet fuel to 1,000 mg/kg for shallow soil (less than three feet below ground surface) and 3,000 mg/kg for deeper soil.  The specific rationale for these standards is provided in the Tentative Order  (finding 12. d).




We are still discussing this issue with Velcon but expect this item to remain uncontested.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

Adoption of the Tentative Order. 
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