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TO:
Loretta Barsamian


Executive Officer

FROM:
Ken Katen, P.E.


Water Resource Control Engineer

DATE:
February 1, 2001

SUBJECT:
MANDATORY MINIMUM PENALTY FOR SEWER AUTHORITY MID COASTSIDE, HALF MOON BAY, SAN MATEO COUNTY 

In January, May, and June 2000, Sewer Authority Mid Coastside (SAM) exceeded effluent limitations contained in its NPDES permits. Since SAM's NPDES permit was reissued on March 15, 2000, discharges were governed by Order No. 94-126 from January 1 through March 14, 2000 and by Order No. 00-016 from March 15 through June 30, 2000. In January 2000, there were three exceedances of the residual chlorine effluent limit contained in Order No. 94-126. In May 2000, there was one exceedance of the total coliform daily maximum contained in Order No. 00-016, and in May and June 2000 there were 6 exceedances of the total coliform 5-sample moving median. As a result, SAM is subject to mandatory minimum penalties under Water Code Section 13385(i). I recommend we impose only the mandatory minimum penalties ($21,000) for these permit violations because:

1. The violations occurred - they were not due to sampling, analytical, or reporting errors, and the discharger does not contend that violations did not occur.

2. These were the only effluent limit violations noted during 2000. 

3. Other than the aforementioned effluent limit violations, the plant has generally been in compliance.
4. SAM asserts the May and June violations were caused by a single upset, caused in turn by a new business beginning to discharge into SAM’s collection system on May 3, 2000. SAM did investigate the cause of the upset(s), but it was over two weeks before effective operational changes (doubling chlorine setpoint) were made to correct the coliform violations.
5. The discharger did not gain any economic advantage due to these violations; rather, they incurred additional expenses attempting to locate the cause(s) of the upset(s).

If you have any questions, please call me at 622-2485.
CONCUR:____________________


__________________________

     Teng-chung Wu, Division Chief

Shin-Roei Lee, Section Leader
Winston H. Hickox


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection
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