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SUBJECT:		Jones-Hamilton Company, 8400 Enterprise Drive, Newark, 						Alameda County – Adoption of Final Site Cleanup Requirements 





CHRONOLOGY:	July 15, 1998 - Site Cleanup Requirements adopted.





DISCUSSION:	Jones-Hamilton operates a chemical blending and packaging facility. It has handled and stored various chemical compounds at this site since 1954. Unauthorized releases of some of these chemicals reportedly occurred during the past years of operation. Soil and shallow groundwater at the site is polluted with pentachlorophenol, 1,2-dichloroethane and other VOCs.





Jones-Hamilton is part of a cluster of VOC-impacted sites in Newark west of I-880 and east of salt evaporation ponds in an area with various industrial and commercial uses (see Appendix A map and Appendix C). The five sites include: Jones-Hamilton Company, Former Romic Chemical Corporation, Ashland Chemical Company, FMC Corporation and Baron Blakeslee/Allied Signal.  All five have prepared remedial action plans pursuant to the Board’s 1998 cleanup orders.  Jones-Hamilton is the first one whose remedial action plan is ready for approval.





Jones-Hamilton has recommended “monitored natural attenuation” for final groundwater cleanup because its existing “pump and treat” system has become less effective as VOC concentrations decrease. The pump and treat system will be shut down and groundwater concentrations will be monitored over time to track the reductions in concentrations. Jones-Hamilton has recommended no further action for soil because most of the contaminated soil was inside two surface evaporation ponds, which were encapsulated in-place in 1988. 





Groundwater in the shallow zone and the deeper Newark Aquifer in this vicinity is brackish due to saltwater intrusion (see Appendix D). This brackish groundwater has no current beneficial use.  However, the Alameda County Water District (ACWD) plans to construct a groundwater desalination facility by the year 2002, to produce 5 million gallons per day of high-quality treated water to supplement its drinking water supply (see Appendix E).  ACWD is concerned that extracting groundwater for the desalination facility may accelerate the migration of VOCs in shallow groundwater, both laterally and vertically. If that happens, then ACWD may be required to treat the extracted groundwater prior to using it to supplement local drinking water supplies.





 The Tentative Order (Appendix A) approves Jones-Hamilton’s remedial action plan and sets groundwater cleanup standards.  Because of ACWD’s groundwater management in the vicinity of the site, groundwater cleanup standards are set equal to drinking water standards.  The Tentative Order also requires Jones-Hamilton to implement institutional constraints that prevent or minimize human exposure prior to meeting cleanup standards, submit a five year status report, and submit reports on ongoing groundwater monitoring.





We received comments on the Tentative Order from only one party – ACWD (see Appendix B).  We have made minor changes that address most of those comments.   We expect this item to remain uncontested. 


			


RECOMMEN-


DATION:		Adopt the Tentative Order





File No.: 2199.9109 (AOF)


Appendices: A - Tentative Order


		 B - Correspondence


		 C – ACWD Groundwater Facilities


		 D – ACWD Groundwater Basin Schematic


		 E – ACWD Groundwater Desalination Facility Fact Sheet





Note – Appendices C, D, & E for Board members only – contact staff if you want a copy


