STATE OF CALIFORNIA

REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT – Derek Whitworth

MEETING DATE:  October 17, 2001

ITEM:


5.D
SUBJECT:
Hewlett-Packard Company, for the property located at 10900 North Wolfe Road, Cupertino, Santa Clara County – Rescission of Site Cleanup Requirements

CHRONOLOGY:
June 21, 1989 – Site Cleanup Requirements adopted.  


June 19, 1996 – Revised Site Cleanup Requirements adopted.

DISCUSSION:
The Hewlett-Packard Company (HP) has owned and occupied the 95-acre property since 1969.  Early operations at the site included integrated circuit manufacturing.  Volatile chlorinated solvents, other process chemicals and hydrocarbon fuels were used in these operations.  The production operations have been phased out and the buildings are now used for administrative and other non-manufacturing activities. No further changes in land use are anticipated.

In the 1980s solvent and fuel storage tanks were emptied and closed and hydro-geologic investigations started.  The investigations showed that there had been solvent and fuel releases at the site but the contamination had not gone beyond sub-surface soils and a shallow, on-site, perched groundwater zone.  A soil vapor extraction system was installed and operated for one year to remove solvents from the source areas.  The initial Site Cleanup Requirements defined a need for additional soil and groundwater investigations and monitoring to determine if any of the chemical contaminants were migrating to deeper aquifers.


Hydrogeologic models predicted that the contaminants would not migrate to the deeper or regional aquifers.  HP conducted long term monitoring of the perched, deeper and regional zones to test the predictions.  The monitoring data confirmed the predictions, showing that contamination was restricted to the shallow perched zone and that contaminant concentrations had steadily declined.  Pump tests were also conducted and the results indicate that the shallow perched zone aquifer is not a sustainable source of drinking water.  

Ten years of monitoring data show that the contaminants have been degraded naturally.  Only TCE remains at a concentration above the MCL, it averages 10 ug/L compared to an MCL of 5 ug/L.  This level of residual contamination is not a threat to public health or to deeper aquifers.  No further action on this site is thus required.


The Tentative Order (Appendix A) rescinds the existing Site Cleanup Requirements for this site.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:
Adopt the Tentative Order

File No.: 43S0049 (DAW)

Appendix A – Tentative Order
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