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ITEM
 5.H
SUBJECT:
Resolution in Support of Santa Clara Valley Water District’s Request for Funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account for Dry Cleaner Study in Northern Santa Clara County – Adoption of Resolution

CHRONOLOGY:  The Board has not previously considered this Item

DISCUSSION:      
Santa Clara Valley Water District recently adopted a Resolution (Appendix B) directing District staff to request $ 70,000 from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account for a study to assess the extent of impacts to groundwater from past and current dry cleaning operations in northern Santa Clara County.  Dry cleaning facilities are a recognized source of  subsurface contamination,  primarily perchloroethylene (PCE), a suspected carcinogen. The proposed study (Appendix C) would  identify historical locations of dry cleaners , and prioritize current and historical dry cleaner sites for their potential impact on groundwater.  Additional benefits from such study may include identification of regulatory oversight issues and possible solutions. 


The Tentative Resolution (Appendix A) supports the District’s request.  The proposed study will likely have both regional and statewide benefits, since dry cleaner groundwater contamination is found throughout California.  A focused approach is appropriate for dry cleaners, given that they are numerous and often lack the financial resources to perform cleanup once contamination is discovered.  We received written comments from California Cleaners Association (CCA), and the Korean Drycleaners Association of Northern California (Appendix D).  Comments are, in general, supportive.  The CCA suggests, however,  that the Tentative Resolution be modified to recommend that funding of the proposed study be “contingent upon the collection of data pertaining to past rules and regulations that the District  has implemented, modified, and replaced regarding the handling of PCE”.  The suggestion is made out of concern that past dry cleaner operations and practices may have contributed to problems,  although applicable rules and regulations were complied with.  Staff believes that this issue should be addressed during the study, which will include stakeholder meetings.  CCA will be represented in this stakeholder group.  Staff recommends no changes in the Tentative Resolution.  We expect this item to remain uncontested.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:                Adoption of the Tentative Resolution

File No:
2189.00 (AGL)

Appendices:
A. Tentative Resolution


B. SCVWD Resolution No. 2001-62


C. SCVWD Proposed Dry Cleaner Study 


D. Correspondence
