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SUBJECT:
Update on New Development Treatment Measures- Information Item

DISCUSSION:
This information item provides background and an update on the wide variety of stormwater runoff treatment measures that are currently available for inclusion in new development and significant redevelopment.  These are the types of treatment measures that are the subject of the Santa Clara Municipal Stormwater Program’s Permit Amendment, which we intend to bring to you for consideration in October.

Stormwater pollutants in the form of litter, fine particulates, and soluble pollutants, can be removed by the mechanisms of filtration and settling for solids, and adsorption and bacterial degradation for soluble pollutants.  Stormwater runoff treatment measures fall generally into two broad categories based on how they are built: 

1) landscape-based measures, such as detention ponds and vegetated swales, that can be integrated into existing landscape requirements of new developments; and 2) “box-in-ground” measures, used particularly where space is tight, and which can take the form of either pre-manufactured or built-in-place structures that are added into the piped storm drain system, usually under the pavement grade.  These treatment measures often are more mechanical in nature and tend to require more maintenance. 

Readily available stormwater treatment measures, both landscape-based and the more mechanical “box-in-ground” type,  are effective for pollutant removal, if properly designed and maintained. All treatment measures require appropriate operation and maintenance in order to effectively remove pollutants.

RECOMMENDATION:
No action necessary
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