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SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 



MULTI-YEAR STREAM MAINTENANCE PROGRAM,



SANTA CLARA COUNTY – Adoption of New Waste Discharge Requirements and Section 401 Water Quality Certification  
CHRONOLOGY:
The Board has not previously considered this item.

DISCUSSION:
The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District) proposes to implement its Multi-Year Stream Maintenance Program (SMP) to maintain streams and facilities in the Santa Clara Basin that drain to San Francisco Bay.  SMP activities include sediment removal, vegetation management, bank protection, and specific minor maintenance activities.  The District is applying for a ten year permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the SMP to increase the efficiency of the permitting process that has occurred on an annual basis, and to provide consistent maintenance, monitoring, and reporting protocols, and sufficient mitigation for stream maintenance activities.  As such, it has applied to the Board for water quality certification and waste discharge requirements.

SMP activities will result in temporary impacts to approximately 91 acres of nontidal freshwater wetlands, 30 acres of tidal wetlands, and 32 acres of riparian vegetation in streams in the Santa Clara Basin over a period of ten years.  Impacts are considered temporary because the activities will not prevent reestablishment of wetland and riparian habitat.

To mitigate for its impacts to freshwater wetlands, tidal wetlands, and riparian vegetation, the District has proposed a multi-component mitigation program.   Tidal wetland impacts will be mitigated through the restoration of 30 acres of tidal wetlands at Cargill Salt Pond A4 in the South San Francisco Bay.  Freshwater wetlands will be mitigated, in part by the creation of 3 acres of freshwater wetlands at the Los Capitancillos site adjacent to Guadalupe Creek, and 7 acres at the Coyote Lakes Park Site 10A adjacent to Coyote Creek.  Freshwater wetland impacts will also be mitigated through the preservation of 720 to 950 acres of stream and adjacent watershed lands.  Impacts to riparian vegetation will be provided through control of 32 acres of the nonnative invasive giant reed.  An additional 42 acres of giant reed control is proposed as mitigation to compensate for the lag time between SMP impacts and implementation of the mitigation program components.

For the duration of the SMP, the District is required to provide annual pre-construction and post construction reports and conduct annual meetings with Board staff and other regulatory and resource agencies to complement these reports.  For a minimum of two years, with possible extension, the District will provide bank protection plan submittals for review of bank repair methods that the Board finds to have potential to impact water quality and beneficial uses of streams.  The District, Board staff, and other regulatory and resource agencies will evaluate the effectiveness of the SMP after five years of program implementation.

The SMP has developed since 1995 with significant input from federal and state resource and regulatory agencies, as well as local stakeholders.  A series of stakeholder meetings were conducted by the District to provide an opportunity for input towards the development of the SMP.  The Regulatory and resource agencies have also met numerous times to ensure consensus in the development of the SMP.  Stakeholder coordination has resulted in the development of a consensus program that is likely to become a model for the Region.     
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