�����
						


							February 19, 2002


							File No. 2178.07(HTK)





Mr. Robert Davidson


San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program


310 Capstan Court


Redwood City, CA 94065








Subject:	Review of the Fiscal Year 2000/2001 Annual Report for the San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program 








Dear Mr. Davidson:





We have received the San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program’s (STOPPP) Fiscal Year 2000/2001 Annual Report (the annual report) dated August 31, 2001.  The annual report documents STOPPP’s program activities performed between July 2000 and June 2001.  STOPPP submitted the annual report in compliance with Provision C.5 of its municipal stormwater permit, Board Order No. 99-059 (the Permit).  The purpose of the annual report is to document the implementation and effectiveness evaluation of performance standards and Best Management Practices (BMPs) for STOPPP’s core program activities, to report program accomplishments, and to identify areas of improvement to further enhance water quality and program objectives. 


         


Based on our review of the annual report, STOPPP has effectively implemented performance standards for almost all core program components.  The core program components include: municipal government maintenance activities, commercial/industrial and illicit discharge control, public information and participation, new development and construction control activities, and watershed assessment and monitoring.  STOPPP has routinely initiated technical advisory and subcommittee meetings and has conducted annual workshops, trainings, and public outreach activities to continuously educate inspectors, public works supervisors, business operators, and the public.





STOPPP has continued to implement and effectively improve programs and has made significant accomplishments in all program areas.  As explained in the attachments, out of STOPPP’s 21 co-permittees, there are six co-permittees (Brisbane, Colma, East Palo Alto, Foster City, Pacifica, and Portola Valley) that have multiple deficiencies and may be subject to enforcement action by the Regional Board if they fail to meet the requirements.  To come in to compliance, these co-permittees are required to either submit additional material to supplement their annual reports or, for certain program areas, to correct those deficiencies in the next reporting period.  Burlingame, Half Moon Bay, and Woodside also have minor deficiencies and are required to address those deficiencies in the next reporting period.  Most of the needed improvements are in the industrial/commercial and illicit discharge control and new development and construction control components.  There are a few co-permittees that did not conduct inspections of their industrial/commercial facilities nor provide adequate records.  Also, a few co-permittees did not demonstrate adequate implementation measures for certain performance standards for their new development and construction controls.  In the quest to meet water quality objectives in the San Francisco Bay Region, STOPPP should continuously update and improve its program in order to meet its permit requirements and to attain consistency with other stormwater programs under the regulatory requirement of maximum extent practicable.  For more details, see Attachments A and B.  Attachment A is an Executive Summary of accomplishments and areas for improvement on STOPPP’s core program components.  Attachment B provides Regional Board staff comments on individual co-permittee’s annual reports.  





Concurrent with the annual report, the co-permittees submitted pesticide control workplans for their respective municipalities, pursuant to a Board staff letter dated January 16, 2001.  Most of the proposed workplans were not acceptable, and therefore, the co-permittees were required to submit revised workplans by February 15, 2002.  See the Regional Board letter dated December 21, 2001, Attachment C.





To expand the General Program’s activities, such as activities done for the benefit of all of STOPPP’s municipalities, and to effectively comply with the Permit requirements, STOPPP proposed to increase the General Program’s annual fee from $3.44 to $5.88 per residential parcel, and from $1.72 to $3.94 per condominium, agriculture, and vacant parcel.  The County Board of Supervisors approved this fee increase in July 2001.  The approved fee increase will mainly be devoted to conducting additional monitoring of pollutants of interest and to intensifying the public outreach program via radio, newspapers, movie theatre screen advertisements and other media sources.  In addition, it should be noted that individual cities allocate General Fund moneys to provide for their local stormwater activities.





STOPPP has continued to be an active participant in several region-wide collaborative pollution control efforts, including the Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association, the Regional Board’s Mercury Watershed Council, and the San Francisco Estuary Project’s Implementation Committee.





The annual report recommends the improvements that are needed in each of the core program components.  We expect STOPPP to fully implement those recommendations in the coming year. Board staff’s intent is to establish consistent programs throughout the region.  We expect STOPPP to respond to new challenges and expectations and to prepare a contingency plan to cope with the challenges that may arise.  





Lastly, we would like to acknowledge all co-permittees and the program’s consultant, EOA, Inc., who have contributed a great deal of their time and energy to support and continually improve STOPPP.  This 2000/2001 annual report was by far more complete and comprehensive than the previous years’ reports.  We greatly appreciate STOPPP’s recognizable improvements.





If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Habte Kifle of my staff at (510) 622-2371 [e-mail hk@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov].





							Sincerely,








							Loretta K. Barsamian


						Executive Officer








Attachment A		Executive Summary by Program Component


Attachment B		Regional Board Staff Review and Comments of Fiscal Year 2000/20001 Annual Report for STOPPP’s Individual Co-permittees


Attachment C		Regional Board Staff Comments on Pesticide Control Workplans (December 21, 2001) 





cc w/attachment:   	Mailing List
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board


San Francisco Bay Region


�Internet Address:  http://www.swrcb.ca.gov


1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400, Oakland, California  94612


Phone (510) 622-2300 ( FAX (510) 622-2460





The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.  For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov.





California Environmental Protection Agency
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  Recycled Paper
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Gray Davis
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