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SUBJECT:
SONOMA VALLEY COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT, WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT, SONOMA, SONOMA COUNTY – Hearing to Consider Cease and Desist Order for Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State

CHRONOLOGY:
The Board has not considered this item before.

DISCUSSION:
Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District (hereinafter the “Discharger”) owns and operates a municipal wastewater treatment plant in the City of Sonoma.  The plant provides secondary level treatment for domestic and light commercial wastewater collected from the City and nearby unincorporated areas.  The average dry weather flow design capacity of the plant is 3 million gallons per day.  Treated effluent is discharged to Schell Slough during wet weather, and reclaimed for agricultural irrigation and wetland enhancement in the dry season. 

Based on a settlement agreement between the Discharger, the Regional Board and State Board, the existing permit will be reissued.  The Discharger has problem to comply with the effluent limits for zinc contained in the existing permit.  According to the State Implementation Plan, non-compliance with the existing limit must be addressed through appropriate enforcement action before the permit can be reissued.

The Tentative Order in Appendix A proposes to use saltwater quality objectives, which is lower than the freshwater quality objectives, to derive the interim limits for zinc to protect the beneficial uses of the wetlands as well as the downstream tidal sloughs.  The Tentative Order also establishes a 3-year compliance schedule for the Discharger to meet the final zinc limits.  In the interim, the Tentative Order requires the Discharger to continue its zinc source investigation and reduction effort, and report such efforts to the Regional Board quarterly.

The Discharger has requested the use of freshwater quality objectives to establish the interim and final effluent limits when treated effluent is discharged to the freshwater wetlands.  Board staff believes that, to protect the most sensitive beneficial uses of the wetlands and the downstream tidal slough, it is appropriate to use the lower of the two quality objectives to derive the effluent limits.

RECOMMEN-

DATION
Adoption of tentative Order

File No.:
2149.4009 (ES)

Appendix:
A. 
Tentative Order.

B. Fact Sheet (Not Applicable)

C. Correspondence – Dischargers’ Comment Letter

D. Staff Response to Comment

