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SUBJECT:
Resolution in Support of East Bay Municipal Utility District’s Request for Funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account for Dental Mercury Project – Adoption of Resolution

CHRONOLOGY:
The Regional Board has not previously considered this item

DISCUSSION:
Dentists are the third largest users of mercury in the country.  East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) attributed approximately 33% of its sewage plant incoming mercury mass loading to dental facilities.  

Dental mercury waste can build up in the solids and biomass in low-lying plumbing areas.  The solids and biomass can slough off at any time potentially discharging a “slug” of mercury to the sanitary sewer.  

Without cleanup and abatement, residual mercury will continue to slough off in the biomass and adversely impact the wastewater discharged to the sanitary sewer system and ultimately the receiving water.  EBMUD proposes to remove residual mercury amalgam from plumbing lines, install amalgam separator at selected dental facilities, and monitor for its cost-effectiveness.  EBMUD is seeking up to $100,000 in CAA funds to remove residual mercury from the plumbing lines and will match with in-kind service up to $123,445 to install amalgam separator and conduct necessary monitoring. 

EBMUD’s proposed project will determine the most cost effective means for dental mercury cleanup and abatement.  The project’s findings will support EBMUD’s next step of its dental mercury program and other POTW dental programs throughout the region and state.  Nationally recognized dental mercury experts have agreed to participate on the steering committee for the proposed project.  

Staff concludes that such a project would likely have substantial benefits for POTWs throughout the region and the state, since past studies have found that dental facilities are the most significant mercury source to POTWs.  

The Tentative Resolution (Appendix A) supports EBMUD’s proposal to seek up to $100,000 in CAA funds to conduct a mercury cleanup and abatement project.  

RECOMMEN-

DATION:

Adopt the Tentative Resolution

File No. 
2199.9014

Appendices:
A.  Tentative Resolution



B.  EBMUD Dental Mercury Project Proposal
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