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SUBJECT:

RHODIA INC., PEYTON SLOUGH REMEDIATION PROJECT, MARTINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY – (A) Adoption of Mitigated Negative Declaration and (B) Approval of Remedial Design Report 

CHRONOLOGY:
June 1993
NPDES Permit adopted.




October 1997
Waste Discharge Requirements adopted.




August 2001
Site Cleanup Requirements adopted.

DISCUSSION:

The two attached Tentative Resolutions are for (1) the adoption of a Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act, for which the Regional Board is the Lead Agency, and (2) the approval of the Remedial Design Report that describes the project.  These Tentative Resolutions are complimentary to Agenda Item 10, a Section 401 Water Quality Certification, and will be heard congruently.  The project is the remediation of Peyton Slough.  




Rhodia Inc. (Rhodia) owns and operates a sulfuric acid regeneration plant located at 100 Mococo Road in Martinez at the south end of the Benicia Bridge, adjacent to the Carquinez Strait.  Peyton Slough is located along the eastern edge of Rhodia’s property, with contamination occurring along a distance of approximately one mile, from Waterfront Road to the Carquinez Strait.




From the turn of the century to 1958, the Mountain Copper Company (MOCOCO) operated a copper smelter on the property now owned by Rhodia. This historic smelting operation resulted in zinc and copper sediment contamination in and around Peyton Slough.  As part of the smelting activities, large piles of copper and zinc bearing ore, as well as slag and cinder material from the processed ore were accumulated on the property.  Due to the placement of slag and cinders throughout the site, Peyton Slough sediments and dredged sediments placed along the side of Peyton Slough contain extremely high concentrations of copper and zinc 

Site Cleanup Requirements adopted by this Board in 2001 require Rhodia to implement a cleanup plan to restore beneficial uses to Peyton Slough. In order to implement the Peyton Slough cleanup plan three actions must be considered by this Board, 1) adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration, 2) approval of the Remedial Design Report (cleanup plan), and 3) adoption of the Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification.

The Mitigated Negative Declaration and supporting Initial Study finds that potentially significant effects may result by implementation of the Remedial Design Report.  However, revisions to the project have been made that would avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate impacts to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur.  The Board will impose these measures when approving the project’s Remedial Design Report.

In the Remedial Design Report, Rhodia proposes to remediate the contaminated sediments in and adjacent to Peyton Slough by removing dredge spoil piles along the bank of the existing slough alignment, capping the existing alignment to contain contaminated sediments within the channel, and excavating a new slough alignment to the east of the existing alignment.  All adverse impacts will be mitigated in accordance with the Initial Study and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program that is attached to the Mitigated Negative Declaration to assure significant effects will not occur.

Staff has incorporated appropriate comments submitted by the discharger, State and Federal permitting agencies, and interested parties into the Mitigated Negative Declaration, Initial Study, and Remedial Design Report. Rhodia has indicated their acceptance of the project.

The final action for the project to be considered by the Board is the Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification. The 401 Water Quality Certification (Item 10) will be discussed immediately after this item. 

RECOMMEN‑

DATION:    

(A) Adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration and (B) Approval of the Remedial Design Report 

File No.  2119.1045 (PG)

Appendices:

A – Tentative Resolution to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration

B – Tentative Resolution to approve the Remedial Design Report

C – Mitigated Negative Declaration

D – Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

E – Executive Summary for the October 2002 Remedial Design Report 

F – Comments and Response to Comments on the Mitigated Negative Declaration

