RESPONSE TO COMMENTS SUBMITTED BY PACIFICA RESIDENT 

EDIE HOVERMALE ON REVISED TENTATIVE ORDER 

CALERA CREEK WATER RECYCLING PLANT

CITY OF PACIFICA

Comment 1: Increasing the coliform effluent limit by nine times the current limit will cause additional foul odors to be emitted by the Calera Creek Water Recycling Plant (CCWRP).  

Response to Comment 1:  

The fecal coliform measurement is a more refined and updated bacteriological sampling tool, as it more closely analyzes for the coliform from human feces, which is the nature of the waste treated at the CCWRP.  Total coliform measures coliform from animal droppings and other naturally occurring coliform that could be found upstream in urban creeks such as Calera Creek.  Additionally, the fecal coliform limit is protective of all potential beneficial uses of Calera Creek, including municipal water supply and water contact recreation.  

Secondly, the odor that Ms. Hovermale documents is more likely to be originated from the solids handling facilities at the CCWRP than from the disinfected effluent.  Staff acknowledges her odor concerns and has communicated that to the City for follow-up. 

Comment 2: Increasing the coliform effluent limit will adversely affect the quality of the habitat in the restored wetlands, which serve as an intermittent drainage for the CCWRP.

Response to Comment 2:

The proposed fecal coliform limit, based on Basin Plan water quality objectives, will be protective of human health-related beneficial uses (i.e., water contact recreation and municipal supply) designated for Calera Creek.  Other toxic pollutant limits, which remain unchanged in the existing permit, are protective of beneficial uses such as wildlife, cold freshwater and warm freshwater habitats.  

