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MEETING DATE: December 3, 2003
ITEM:


12

SUBJECT:

MONTANERA PROJECT IN GATEWAY VALLEY, ORINDA GATEWAY, LLC (d.b.a. Montanera, LLC), ORINDA, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY - Workshop and Public Hearing on Application for New Waste Discharge Requirements and Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
CHRONOLOGY:
September 1999 - Status report to Board on a previous water quality certification application for the Montanera Project.  Applicant withdrew application later that September.




September 1998 - Board recommended denial of a previous water quality certification application for the Project.  State Board’s Executive Director subsequently denied the application for the Project in October 1998.



July 1998 - Board members toured the Montanera project site.

DISCUSSION:
As indicated in the chronology above, Orinda Gateway, LLC, has been working to gain approval of its Montanera Project for many years.  After a lengthy review process with Board and other agency staff, the Project as now proposed appears to minimize impacts to the waters of the Gateway Valley, while still allowing Orinda Gateway to implement a project with approximately the same number of residential units it initially contemplated.  As such, it has submitted a revised application to the Board for a Section 401 water quality certification for the Project.  This workshop will provide an opportunity to describe the current Project, hear public comments on the Project, and receive any feedback from the Board as staff works to complete the application process.




The Project site is within the City of Orinda, at its western edge, south of the Gateway Boulevard interchange on State Route 24.  The Project includes: 1) a 978-acre parcel commonly known as “Gateway Valley;” and 2) approximately 205 acres of land immediately contiguous with the southern and eastern borders of Gateway Valley  (the “Indian Valley” site) that will be placed under a permanent conservation easement for preservation and mitigation purposes.




The Project has gone through numerous revisions in response to comments by various agencies and the public. The Project as currently proposed would construct approximately 225 homes on a 216-acre development envelope within Gateway Valley.  In so doing, it would impact 4.03 acres of waters of the U.S., which includes 1.37 acres (14,524 linear feet) of impacts along creek channels and 2.66 acres of seasonal wetlands, ponds, and seeps.



Over the course of agency and public review, Orinda Gateway has significantly reduced the Project’s potential impacts, improved design components, such as creek setback and stormwater runoff control, and increased mitigation for its impacts.  Based on the comments received at this workshop, staff will prepare and circulate a draft order to issue water quality certification and waste discharge requirements, and will bring that order to the Board for its consideration at a future meeting.  At that meeting, additional public comments will be received.
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