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Date: 

File No. 2149.4009 (ES)

CERTIFIED MAIL NO.

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Sonoma County Water Agency, and

Penngrove Sanitation District

c/o P.O. Box 11628

Santa Rosa, CA 95406

Attn: Mr. Randy Poole - General Manager/Chief Engineer

Subject: 
Administrative Civil Liability under Water Code Sections 13323 and 13385

Dear Mr. Poole:

Enclosed is Complaint No. R2-2003-0014 and the accompanying report “Staff Analysis and Recommendations” for an administrative civil liability in an amount of $38,000.00.  The Complaint alleges that both Penngrove Sanitation District and Sonoma County Water Agency violated Discharge Prohibition 15 contained in Table 4-1 of the Water Quality Control Plan adopted by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board in 1995.  The violation consists of an unauthorized discharge of up to 400,000 gallons of untreated sewage to Lichau Creek for a period between April 1, 2002 and April 15, 2002.  The Complaint and the staff report describe the alleged violation in detail.  You may be allowed to spend up to $34,000.00 on a supplemental environmental project (SEP) that is acceptable to the Executive Officer.

I plan to bring this matter to the Regional Board at its May 21, 2003 meeting. You have two options:

1. You can appear before the Board at the meeting to contest the matter. Written comments are due by April 11, 2003. At the meeting the Board may impose an administrative civil liability in the amount proposed or for a different amount, decline to seek civil liability, or refer the case to the Attorney General to have a Superior Court consider imposition of a penalty.

2. You can waive the right to a hearing by signing the last page of the Complaint and checking the appropriate box.  By doing so, you agree to either pay the full liability within 30 days after the signed waiver becomes effective, or pay the un-suspended penalty within 30 days after the signed waiver becomes effective and complete a supplemental environmental project.  Should you choose this option, you are requested to fax a copy of the signed waiver to Eddy So at (510) 622-2460 no later than April 11, 2003.  Note that the SEP must be acceptable to the Executive Officer.  If the Executive Officer determines that the proposal for SEP is unacceptable, or the SEP is not adequately completed within the approved time schedule, then you agree to pay the suspended liability.

If you have any questions, please contact Eddy So of my staff at (510) 622-2418 or email address es@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov.










Sincerely,










Loretta K. Barsamian










Executive Officer

Encl.:
Complaint No.
R2-2003-0014 and

Staff Analysis and Recommendations

Winston H. Hickox


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection
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Gray Davis


Governor
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The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.  For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov.
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