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The Alameda Countywide Clean Water Program (Program) is one of the oldest programs in the State, and its permittees have often taken a leadership role in developing program areas such as industrial and commercial business inspections and in disseminating information on the program to regulated parties, other stormwater programs, and the interested public.  In the Program’s 2001-02 Annual Report, the majority of Program permittees demonstrated adequate compliance in these program areas, but an in-depth examination of the materials submitted indicates occasional threatened non-compliance or conditional compliance in some areas.  

One area of particular concern is in the area of new development and construction project oversight.  A number of permittees are invoking an arbitrary threshold that new and significant redevelopment projects less than five acres are not reviewed for adequacy of stormwater runoff control.  The performance standard for new development in the permit effective during the period of review does not include any such size threshold, but requires review of all projects and the application of judgement by the permittees.  The City of Alameda and unincorporated Alameda County were found to be in conditional compliance for this component for this reporting period, while the City of Emeryville remained out of compliance.

The Report showed improved reporting and compliance from the City of Dublin.  The City of Emeryville was found in significant non-compliance for this reporting period, but since receipt of the Annual Report, has demonstrated progress toward improved compliance.  

One significant Program initiative worth noting is that the Program is presently sponsoring work to identify different funding mechanisms available to permittees to provide additional funding to fully accomplish all activities in the Program’s stormwater management plan, including identifying Proposition 218-related requirements for each mechanism.  This work is expected to be useful not only for the Program, but also for other Bay Area stormwater programs, potentially including the developing programs in smaller municipalities.

Public Information and Participation (PIP)

The permittees as a group conduct excellent outreach activities that are thoughtfully planned and well targeted.  Most agency staff involved in educating the public on stormwater issues are enthusiastic professionals committed to their mission, and the work to date has been impressive.  Particularly strong were the efforts of the cities of Fremont, Hayward, and Union City in this area.  On the other end, the cities of Piedmont and Emeryville appeared absent from the PIP effort.  Also absent from this effort, albeit to a lesser extent, was the City of San Leandro.
New Development and Construction Project Controls

A number of permittees are conducting a well-organized review of new projects and ensuring that runoff from new developments is minimized and treated.  While the proactive approach taken by the cities of Berkeley, Fremont, Hayward, Livermore and Pleasanton is commendable, some cities seem to disregard the requirements for small projects.   

Industrial, Commercial and Illicit Discharge Controls 
The permittees showed improved reporting in these two components, as compared to the previous reporting period.  Many cities implement well-thought out plans effectively, tracking and following up on problem facilities, and responding quickly and effectively to illicit discharges.  In the coming year, Board staff will work to help permittees achieve an improved level of follow-up tracking and problem resolution including enforcement.  We will also give detailed feedback to each permittee on the inspection plans submitted for these components.

