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approximates the downstream boundary of freshwater habitat for steelhead. Sonoma Creek has
several tributaries that join the mainstem below the tidal limit; therefore, several points will be
used to evaluate TMDL attainment. These points are: mainstem Sonoma Creek just downstream
of the Fowler/Carriger Creek confluence, and the freshwater portions (above tidal influence) of
Schell, Ramos, Carneros, and Merazo Creeks. Attainment of the TMDL will be evaluated over a
5-to-10-year averaging period. The TMDL equal to 125 percent of natural background load, can
be achieved if human-related sources are reduced to the level of the allocations shown in

Table 3.
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Table 3. Sonoma Creek Sediment Load and Wasteload Allocations (tons/year)

Allocation
Source Category Curr.e.nt P t Natural
Condition ercent Natura
tons/year Background
LOAD ALLOCATIONS
Natural Processes
e Channel Erosion, Incision 25,400 25,400 49
e Landslides 4,100 4,100 8
e Soil Creep 16,600 16,600 32
e Surface Erosion 6,200 6,200 12
Total - Natural Processes 52,300 52,300 100
Human Actions
e Channel Erosion, Incision 43,300 7,800 15
e Landslides 900 200 0.4
e Surface Erosion, including 8,600 1,600 3
Vineyards, Grazed Lands,
Unmanaged Areas, and Minor
Agriculture
¢ Roads and Stream crossings 11,200 2,000 4
Total - Human Actions (Load Allocations) 64,000 11,600 22
Total - Load Allocations 63,900 122
WASTELOAD ALLOCATIONS
Construction Stormwater- 300 300 0.6
NPDES Permit No. CAS000002
Municipal Stormwater- 600 600 1
NPDES Permit No. CAS000004
Industrial Stormwater- 100 100 0.2
NPDES Permit No. CAS000001
Caltrans Stormwater- 500 500 1
NPDES Permit No. CAS000003
Total - Wasteload Allocations 1,500 3
TOTAL ALLOCATIONS = TMDL 65,400 125

aAllocations are rounded to the nearest hundred.
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