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Beth, Margarete@Waterboards

From: Sunny Williams <sunnywilliams@valleywater.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 4:59 PM
To: Beth, Margarete@Waterboards
Cc: Rohrbough, Jon@Waterboards; Beau Goldie; gary.stern@noaa.gov; Mangione, Lisa 

SPN; valiela.luisa@epa.gov; Schane, Tami@Wildlife; Goude, Cay@FWS; Kristen O'Kane; 
Chris Elias; Hurley, Bill@Waterboards

Subject: SCVWD comments on tentative Order
Attachments: SCVWD Comment Letter_TO_031114.pdf

Ms.  Beth 
 
Please accept the SCVWD’s comments on the SMP tentative Order.  Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you 

 
 
Sunny Williams 
Certified Arborist WE-3867A 
 
Environmental Planner  
Stream Maintenance Program 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 
5750 Almaden Expressway 
San Jose CA 95118 
Office: 408-630-2344 
 

“The landscape belongs to the person who looks at it."  Ralph Waldo Emerson  
 

”Please consider the environment before printing this email.” 

 
 















1

Beth, Margarete@Waterboards

From: Denker, Sharon@Waterboards
Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 2:28 PM
To: Beth, Margarete@Waterboards
Cc: Rohrbough, Jon@Waterboards; Lee, Shin-Roei@Waterboards; Riley, AL@Waterboards; 

Hurley, Bill@Waterboards; KOKane@valleywater.org
Subject: COMMENT LETTER – TENTATIVE ORDER NO. R2-2014-XXXX, WASTE DISCHARGE 

REQUIREMENTS AND WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION FOR SANTA CLARA VALLEY 
WATER DISTRICT STREAM MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

Attachments: SCVWD SMP2_RB2 Draft Order_2014.02.10_CCRWQCB Comments_final.pdf

COMMENT LETTER – TENTATIVE ORDER NO. R2‐2014‐XXXX, WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS AND WATER 
QUALITY CERTIFICATION FOR SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT STREAM MAINTENANCE PROGRAM, SANTA 
CLARA COUNTY 
 
The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board is increasing its efforts to transmit correspondence  
and other information electronically, reducing the amount of paper used, and increasing the speed of which  
information is distributed. Therefore, you are receiving the attached correspondence for the subject site from the  
Central Coast Water Board in a Portable Data Format (PDF) and will not receive a hard copy unless requested.  
If you need help opening this document please refer to the link below:  
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 



 
 
 

 

March 11, 2014 
 
Margarete Beth VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
Oakland, CA  94612 
Email:  Margarete.Beth@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
Dear Ms. Beth: 
 
COMMENT LETTER – TENTATIVE ORDER NO. R2-2014-XXXX, WASTE DISCHARGE 
REQUIREMENTS AND WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION FOR SANTA CLARA VALLEY 
WATER DISTRICT STREAM MAINTENANCE PROGRAM, SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the February 10, 2014 California Regional Water 
Quality Control Board San Francisco Bay Region Tentative Order No. R2-2014-XXXX, Waste 
Discharge Requirements and Water Quality Certification for Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Stream Maintenance Program (Tentative Order).  As you are aware, the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District (District) conducts maintenance activities associated with the Stream 
Maintenance Program (SMP) in waterbodies under the jurisdiction of both the San Francisco 
Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (San Francisco Bay Water Board) and the Central 
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Coast Water Board).  As a result, San 
Francisco Water Bay Board staff and Central Coast Water Board staff have worked together to 
develop requirements that are consistent between the two Regions.  Central Coast Water Board 
staff offers the following comments in the interest of this collaboration and after discussion with 
San Francisco Water Board staff. 
 
1. Provision 58 (p. 22) 
 
This provision requires the District to monitor all mitigation sites in accordance with Chapter 11 
of the SMP Manual.  Section 11.9.1 of the SMP Manual includes a statement that the District 
will monitor large woody debris (LWD) placement (Tier 4 only) for one year post-construction.  
Flow conditions vary in streams from year to year due to variations in rainfall and other factors.  
Therefore it is unlikely that a one-year monitoring period is sufficient to determine that 
placement of LWD will not cause erosion or other water quality problems.  Therefore we 
recommend adding a provision requiring the District to monitor LWD placement annually for at 
least two years post-construction, and up to five years, depending on site conditions.  We also 
recommend that the Tentative Order include a provision requiring the District identify the site-
specific monitoring period in the appropriate mitigation plan proposal each year. 
 
2. Provision 61 (p. 22) 
 
This provision requires the District to submit a Notice of Proposed Work (NPW) each year that 
includes the information specified in Chapter 12 of the SMP Manual.  According to Chapter 12 
of the SMP Manual, the District will evaluate alternative maintenance approaches that achieve 
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the same result under the following circumstances:  (1) when conducting vegetation 
management activities (Section 12.2.2.1.m), and (2) when conducting sediment removal 
activities (Notification Form, item 63).  The District should be required to evaluate alternative 
approaches for maintenance activities in steelhead streams when conducting bank stabilization 
activities as well.  Therefore we recommend revising Provision 61 to include a statement 
requiring the District to evaluate alternative maintenance approaches when conducting 
vegetation management activities, sediment removal activities, and bank stabilization activities 
in steelhead streams, at a minimum. 
 
3. Provision 71 (pp. 24-5) 
 
This provision requires the District to develop a workplan and implementation schedule for 
developing new and updated maintenance guidelines (MGs) each year that addresses all 
channels listed in Chapter 3 (List of Facilities for MG Development (2014-2023)) of the SMP 
Manual.  However, it is not clear in the February 7, 2014 SMP Manual whether Table 3-4 (List of 
Facilities for MG Development (2014-2023)) contains reaches that are planned for capital 
improvement projects.  While Central Coast Water Board staff agrees that the District should 
develop MGs for all capital improvement projects, development of MGs for capital improvement 
projects should not be included under the SMP.  Therefore we recommend revising Provision 71 
to include a statement that, if Table 3-4 of the SMP Manual includes reaches that are planned 
for capital improvement projects, those reaches should be removed from Table 3-4 and 
replaced with reaches that are not planned for capital improvement projects. 
 
4. Provision 87 (p. 27) 
 
This provision requires the District to conduct SMP maintenance work within specified work 
windows.  In particular, the provision allows the District to conduct the following maintenance 
activities year-round in non-instream areas:  vegetation management, herbicide application, 
large woody debris removal, mowing, flaming, grazing, animal conflict management, and minor 
maintenance.  It is not clear how the term “non-instream,” used in the Tentative Order, 
compares with the term “non-in-channel,” which is used in the February 10, 2014 SMP Manual. 
According to the February 7, 2014 SMP Manual, “in-channel” is defined as “inboard levee toe to 
the opposite inboard levee toe; where there is  not a levee, inboard toe of the stream, ordinarily 
associated with ‘channel bottom’; or below bankfull.  See Glossary cross-section diagram.”  
According to this definition and the Glossary cross-section diagram, “in-channel” includes areas 
within waters of the State.  Therefore we recommend revising the Tentative Order to use 
terminology that is consistent with the SMP Manual, and to apply the “in-channel” work window 
and other requirements to all areas within the inboard tops of levee or bank. 
 
If you have questions please contact Jon Rohrbough at (805) 549-3458 or via email at 
Jon.Rohrbough@waterboards.ca.gov, or Phil Hammer at (805) 549-3882.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
for 
Kenneth A. Harris 
Executive Officer 
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CC: Shin-Roei Lee, San Francisco Bay Water Board, Shin-Roei.Lee@waterboards.ca.gov 

Ann Riley, San Francisco Bay Water Board, AL.Riley@waterboards.ca.gov 
Bill Hurley, San Francisco Bay Water Board, Bill.Hurley@waterboards.ca.gov 
Jon Rohrbough, Central Coast Water Board, Jon.Rohrbough@waterboards.ca.gov  

 Kristen O’Kane, Santa Clara Valley Water District, KOKane@valleywater.org  
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