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MODEL URBAN RUNOFF PROGRAM 

RESOURCES LINKS 

The following tables contain web links to useful BMP information and other related water quality resources, for communities developing urban runoff programs.  Because most of these links fall under multiple categories, sort through the whole list to gain a holistic perspective on storm water management.

Starting Point
Begin the research for your local model urban runoff program here, with these websites offering the most informative and comprehensive tools available.  Many of these websites incorporate knowledge and know-how from 100’s of professionals and researchers in the field of water quality.

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Best Management Practices to Protect Water Quality from Nonpoint Source Pollution, by the North American Lake Management Society
	A user-friendly compilation of every type of land development and associated BMP imaginable. This is one of the best lists of BMPs out there.
	http://www.nalms.org/bclss/bmphome.html#introduction 

	State Water Resources Control Board’s Department of Water Quality website on the Storm Water Program
	Links to State-wide stormwater programs and model programs around the state. 
	http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/stormwtr/index.html 

	USEPA’s Office of Water 

Webpage for effluent guidelines.
	Great links for effluent guidelines.
	www.epa.gov/OST/stormwater/ 

	Center for Watershed Protection


	Post-construction runoff model ordinances from around the country.
	http://www.cwp.org/

	Model Ordinances to Protect Local Resources by the U.S. EPA 
	Model ordinances for illicit discharges, post-construction controls, aquatic buffers, erosion and sediment control, stormwater control operation and maintenance, and more.
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/ordinance/

	Project Clean Water Urban Runoff Management Program by the County of San Diego
	Model Guidances and ordinances to comply with NPDES Phase II and the San Diego Waste Discharge Requirements.  Similar to the MURP Manual.  Click on “Model Programs” to view the document.
	http://www.projectcleanwater.org 

	Storm Water Phase II Menu of BMPs by the U.S. EPA 
	U.S. EPA’s guidance as to the types of practices they could use to develop and implement their storm water management programs. 
	http://www.epa.gov/npdes/menuofbmps/menu.htm and

http://www.epa.gov/npdes/menuofbmps/BMP_files.htm 

	The Stormwater Manager’s Resource Center


	A comprehensive site with information on BMP design and sizing, and stormwater model ordinances.  One of the most comprehensive and informative resources available. 
	http://www.stormwatercenter.net/

	Water Quality Model Code and Guide Book by the Oregon DEQ Coastal Programs
	Model Ordinances for small communities, can be used as a companion to the Model Development Code and Users Guide for Small Cities.
	http://www.lcd.state.or.us/coast/waterguidebook/watergb.html 


Public Education/ Outreach

These websites provide a variety of sources for information on how to educate the public to reduce and prevent pollution from households, small businesses, and community organizations and agencies through outreach efforts.

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Nonpoint Education for Municipal Officials by University of Connecticut 
	Learn from Connecticut’s groundbreaking program and network with municipal officials, receive educational materials, and use their research-based tools.
	http://nemo.uconn.edu/edprog.htm 

	Watershed Pledge Program from Whatcom County, Washington
	Helps residents, businesses and community institutions in individual watersheds change their behaviors to prevent water pollution.  Solicits a voluntary pledge from them to better their efforts to prevent pollution.
	http://www.watershedpledge.org/pledges 

	Puget Sound Water Quality Task Force Resources Guide
	Cite to access: Stormwater Education Program: Selected Examples from Puget Sound
	http://www.wa.gov/puget_sound/Programs/Stormwater.htm 

	
	Puget Sound Water Quality Action Team Office of the Governor’s Selected Examples from Puget Sound Stormwater Education Stormwater Education Programs September 2000 
	

	888-CLEAN LA
	Information for the general public on stormwater pollution prevention, household hazardous wastes, yard wastes, recycling, and more.
	Http://www.888cleanla.com 


Funding Options

These websites provide some funding options to help cities and counties fund the program. 

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	USEPA’s Office of Water – Funding Opportunities
	This website provides a myriad of links to guidance on funding mechanisms both from within EPA and outside of EPA 
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/funding.html 

	Center for Urban Policy and the Environment
	An annotated bibliography of stormwater finance resources.
	http://stormwaterfinance.urbancenter.iupui.edu/PDFs/Entirebib.pdf 

	USEPA’s Office of Water – A State and Local Government Guide to Environmental              Program Funding Alternatives –EPA 841-S-95-002

September 1995
	This document provides an overview of traditional (nongovernmental) funding                   mechanisms and innovative approaches for funding environmental programs.
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/MMGI/funding.html  (this is one of the links provided in http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/funding.html ) 

	State of California Resources Agency’s Watershed Foundation Database 
	A search engine providing information about various grant programs by various sponsors.
	http://watershed.ecst.csuchico.edu/new_spin/spinsearch.asp 

	USEPA’s Office of Water – Economic Benefits Of Runoff Controls
	Report discusses two types of structural controls that have been documented as providing economic benefits: urban runoff ponds and constructed wetlands.
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/runoff.html 


Local Stormwater Program Examples

The websites of cities or counties from a variety of urban, rural, and and land-use settings.  Learn from their public outreach materials, local ordinances, and unique solutions to urban runoff.

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Marin County Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program
	A great example of a Bay area county’s SW program. 
	www.mcstoppp.org/ 

	Lahonton Regional Water Quality Control Board’s (Region 6) Stormwater BMP References
	Planning Guidance for Implementing Permanent Storm Water Best Management Practices in the Lake Tahoe Basin 
	http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb6/files/BMP/BMP.htm 

	Alameda Countywide Clean Water Program 
	Another good example of a nonpoint source pollution prevention strategy. 
	http://www.co.alameda.ca.us/pwa/water.shtml 

	Stormwater Best Management Practices by the Bureau of Land and Water Quality, Maine Department of Environmental Protection
	Maine’s equivalent of the MURP manual.  See the bottom of the page for the pdf files of Stormwater Best Management Practices.  
	http://www.state.me.us/dep/blwq/stormwtr/material.htm 

	City of Los Angeles Stormwater Program
	Program includes public outreach, good housekeeping measures, handbooks for construction and design BMPs, quarterly newsletters, and model ordinances.  
	Http://www.lastormwater.org/ 

	City of Santa Monica stormwater and wastewater homepage.  
	Model ordinances, funding, and programs detailed on this site.  
	Http://www.ci.santa-monica.ca.us/environment/policy/bay/policies.htm#Urban%20Runoff%20Pollution%20Control%20Ordinance

	City of Sacramento Stormwater Program
	Public Outreach website geared towards the general public and their questions about stormwater management.
	Http://www.sacstormwater.org/


	City of Sunnyvale Community Development Department
	This city’s approach to public education and outreach, including BMPs and online permitting.
	http://www.ci.sunnyvale.ca.us/community-dev/building/pollution-control.htm 

	Texas Nonpoint SourceBOOK by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
	Provides stormwater management information specifically designed for public works professionals.  Extensive information about starting an urban runoff management program.
	Http://www.txnpsbook.org/


	Water Quality Protection Program for Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
	Discussion of WQ issues in the MBNMS with information on agricultural NPS BMPs.
	Http://www.mbnms.nos.noaa.gov/Resourcepro/reports/AgactionIV_99/ag99_management.html

	Puget Sound Water Quality Task Force Resources Guide
	Provides list of resources, organizations and contact info
	http://www.wa.gov/puget_sound/Resources/resources.htm 

	Puget Sound Water Quality Task Force Resources Guide
	Low Impact Development and Smart Growth 
	http://www.wa.gov/puget_sound/Programs/LID.htm 

	Watershed Management Program by Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
	Good example of local watershed management efforts.  Site contains links to many urban watershed resources.
	http://ladpw.org/wmd/whatis.cfm 


Informational Tools

All of the issues behind the implementation of an urban runoff program: funding, evaluation of BMPs, and water quality planning tools.

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	California Stormwater Quality Task Force (formed in 1989 to assist the SWRCB in implementing the NPDES Stormwater Program in CA)
	Provides information about the Task Force, meeting schedules and agendas, access to work products generated by the Task Force, and contact information.
	www.stormwatertaskforce.org/ 

	Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association
	Link to BASMAA’s calendar, announcements, and meetings, plus programs and projects.
	www.basmaa.org/ 

	California State University Sacramento Office of Water Programs  
	Web-based tools and professional papers focusing on measuring best management practice effectiveness, characterizing runoff, developing new storm water treatment technologies, and determining which technologies meet the definition of maximum extent practicable.
	http://www.stormwater.water-programs.com/

	American Public Works Association (APWA) Workshops
	APWA offers a variety of training methods, video-conferences, and text-based courses.
	http://www.apwa.net/Education/Workshops 

	Washington State Department of Ecology.  


	A five volume Stormwater Manual for sizing equations: 

Volume 1 - Minimum Technical Requirements

Volume 2 - Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention

Volume 3 - Hydrologic Analysis and Flow Design

Volume 4 - Source Control BMPs

Volume 5 - Runoff Treatment BMPs
	www.ecy.wa.gov/
www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9175 

www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9911
www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9912
www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9913
www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9914
www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9915


	Internet Guide to Financing Stormwater Management by the Centuer for Urban Policy and the Enviroment
	Bibliography of previously published materials concerning stormwater management that focuses on how to finance stormwater programs. 
	http://stormwaterfinance.urbancenter.iupui.edu/

	Stormwater Strategies: Community Responses to Runoff Pollution by the Natural Resources Defense Council 
	Discussion on strategies (BMPs) actually implemented by various communities in combating stormwater runoff.
	http://www.nrdc.org/water/pollution/storm/chap5.asp

	American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
	Online Technical Training Programs offered by ASCE
	www.asce.org/olc/tech_online.cfm/ 

	Total Maximum Daily Load Program by the U.S. EPA
	Map showing impaired water bodies in California.
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/atlas/statepdfs/ca.pdf


Comprehensive BMP Resources for Urban Areas

More “general” sources of information perfect for urban areas.  Applies to all municipalities encountering complex and dynamic watersheds and countless variables contributing to nonpoint source pollution. Urban, suburban, and rural communities will find this information invaluable.

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Clean Water Network posting about the NPDES Phase II Program by Natural Resources Defense Council 
	NRDC's report to the EPA on the benefits to cities of the Phase II program. On the Clean Water Network website. For each of the six minimum control measures, lists examples of cities implementing cost-effective programs.
	http://www.cwn.org  

  

	Growing Greener in Your Rappahannock River Watershed by Friends of Rappahannock (Chesapeake Bay)
	Watershed planning with “green development” practices boasting economic and environmental benefits.  Contains BMP cost information and case studies.
	http://for.communitypoint.org/pages/grogreen.html

	Maintaining Urban Stormwater Facilities: A Guidebook for Common Ownership Communities by the  Montgomery County (Maryland) Dept. of Environmental Protection
	Maintenance information for ponds, infiltration trenches, underground storage structures, and oil/grit separators.
	http://www.co.mo.md.us/services/dep/Stormwater/maintain.htm

	Maintenance Storm Water Pollution Prevention Bulletin by the  California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
	A monthly bulletin with technical information on management practices and solutions designed for Caltrans’ maintenance staff.
	http://svhqsgi4.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/stormwater/publicat/maintain/acrobat.htm

	Urban Small Sites Best Management Practices Manual by Metropolitan Council’s Environmental Services
	Wonderfully organized, easy to use.  One of the best resources out there for information on source control and structural treatment BMPs.
	http://www.metrocouncil.org/environment/watershed/bmp/manual.htm 

	National Management Measures to Protect and Restore Wetlands and Riparian Areas for the Abatement of Nonpoint Source Pollution by the US EPA
	BMPs for the protection and restoration of wetlands and riparian areas, as well as the implementation of vegetated treatment systems. 
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/wetmeasures 

	NonPoint Source Pointers (Factsheets) by the US EPA
	11 fact sheets designed for different NPS topics.
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/facts/

	North Carolina State University WATERSHEDSS  group
	Fairly comprehensive list of BMP fact sheets and information of many types of land use.
	http://h2osparc.wq.ncsu.edu/wetland/aqlife/urbstorm.html 

	Pacific Northwest Pollution Prevention Resource Center
	Information on green/sustainable buildings.
	http://www.pprc.org/pprc/pubs/newslets/news0799.html

	Standard Urban Storm Water Mitigation Plan Document by  Los Angeles RWQCB 
	Documents related to LA RWQCB’s stormwater BMP design criteria.
	http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb4/html/news/susmp/susmp_details.html

	Surface Water Pollution Prevention: Best Management Practices by  Seattle Public Utilities
	Information on urban BMPs with emphasis on nonstructural household BMPs.
	http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/util/surfacewater/bmp/default.htm


	Urban BMPs to Protect Water Quality by the North American Lake Management Society  
	Don’t let this one slip your notice!  Compilation of every known source of BMP information. A phenomenal resource—check it out!
	http://www.nalms.org/bclss/urban.html 


Construction Information

Erosion and sediment control measures are critical components of  urban runoff programs.  Utilize these web-based resources as well as the handbooks for construction BMPs.  

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Caltrans Stormwater Quality Handbooks by Caltrans
	Provides instructions for the selection and implementation of construction- site BMPs. 
	http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/construc/stormwater.html


	Complying with the Edwards Aquifer Rules: Technical Guidance on Best Management Practices by the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission
	Information on temporary, non-structural, and structural BMPs for both construction and post-construction stages.
	http://www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/admin/topdoc/rg/348/index.html

	Countywide Drainage Area Management Plan  by the Orange County Stormwater Program
	Small-scale development source pollutant prevention and treatment measures for inclusion in new development or existing facilities with significant redevelopment. 
	http://www.oc.ca.gov/pfrd/envres/stormwater/damp/index.htm 

	Sustainable Building Sourcebook by the Green Building Program of the City of Austin
	Sustainable building practices regarding water, energy, building materials, and solid waste.
	http://www.greenbuilder.com/sourcebook/contents.html


Forestry and Agriculture 

Best Management Practices ideas for forestry, agriculture, and a variety of landscaping situations, with expertise from around the country. Resources cover coastal and limnologic watersheds.  

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Agricultural BMPs to Protect Water Quality 
	North American Lake Management Society’s database of agricultural BMPs.
	http://www.nalms.org/bclss/agriculture.html 

	Aquaculture and fishing BMPs to protect water quality
	North American Lake Management Society’s database of aquaculture and fishing BMPs.
	http://www.nalms.org/bclss/aquaculture.html 

	Coalition for Urban/Rural Environmental Stewardship
	Education Materials about proper use of pesticides.
	Http://www.curesworks.org/about.htm 

	Field Guide to BMPs for Timer Harvesting in Kentuky by the Univ. of Kentuky
	Manual of BMPs for Forestry Operations.
	Http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/for/for69/for69.htm 

	Forestry BMPs to Protect Water Quality
	North American Lake Management Society’s database of forestry BMPs.
	http://www.nalms.org/bclss/forestry.html 

	National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Agriculture by the U.S. EPA
	Agricultural BMPs from the draft guidance manual by the EPA.  
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/agmm/index.html

	National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Forestry by the U.S. EPA
	Forestry BMPs from the draft Guidance manual by the EPA
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/forestrymgmt 

	Soil erosion information for farmers by U.S. EPA
	Information on erosion and sediment control.
	Http://www.epa.gov/seahome/erosion.html 

	South Carolina’s Forestry Commission BMPs
	Guidelines for forest landowners and the professional forestry community to follow in practicing good stewardship.
	Http://www.state.sc.us/forest/refbmp.htm 

	Systems of BMPs for Controlling Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pollution  by the Rural Clean Water Program, North Carolina State University
	Short description of long-term study of agricultural BMPs.
	Http://h2osparc.wq.ncsu.edu/brochures/six.html



Landscaping and Gardening

Best Management Practices for landscaped areas of all sizes, from residential gardens to golf courses.  

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Ecological Approaches
Towards Best Management Practice For Golf Courses by the European Golf Association & Audubon International
	BMPs applicable specifically to golf courses.
	Http://www.golfecology.com/publics/audubon/audubon.htm

	WaterWise Pest Control by the City of Sacramento and UC Master Gardener Program
	Provides information on safe, effective and practical alternatives for pest control, including integrated pest management strategies. 
	http://www.sacstormwater.org/wise/index.html 


Roads, Highways, and Automobile Industry Information

Typical Best Management Practices for roads and highways, as well as information from California Department of Transportation, which conducts extensive research on structural BMPs.  Its state of the art research proves invaluable to many types of development looking for an evaluation of the technologies available.  

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Best Management Practices to Protect Water Quality by the North American Lake Management Society
	Auto Wreckers, Body and Paint Shops, Repair Shops, and Car Washes BMPs.
	http://www.nalms.org/bclss/autoindustry.html 

	Stormwater Management Program by the California Department of Transportation
	Ongoing research projects, including North Coast studies.  Water quality planning tool, and the most up-to-date evaluations of BMPs.  Many road and highway BMPs are applicable to all  types of development.
	http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/stormwater/index.htm

	Storm Water Quality Handbook
Project Planning and Design Guide  by the California Department of Transportation


	Guide describes the process for Caltrans staff to incorporate the BMPs from the SWMP into the planning and design phases of a project.  Very applicable to other types of development.
	http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/stormwtr/



Boating and Marina Information

Land-use-specific information for on-the-water Best Management Practices.

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Environmental Guide for Marinas:  Controlling Nonpoint Source Pollution and Stormwater Pollution in Rhode Island by the Univ. of Rhode Island
	Solid waste, hydrocarbons, hazardous wastes, and vessel discharge of sewage BMPs.
	http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/riseagrant/BMP/BMP.html 

	Marinas BMPs for protecting water quality.
	North American Lake Management Society’s BMPs for marinas.
	http://www.nalms.org/bclss/marinas.html 

	National Management Measures to Control Nonpoint Source Pollution from Marinas and Recreational Boating from the US EPA
	This is a draft technical guidance and reference document for use by State, local, and tribal managers in the implementation of NPS management programs. It contains information on means of reducing pollution from marinas and recreational boating. 
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/mmsp/index.html


Stormwater Program Databases and References

These sites area all databases of stormwater or Nonpoint Source programs.  Each site lists dozens to hundreds of other websites devoted to NPS, BMP, or local stormwater program topics.  

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	Best Nonpoint Source Documents
By the U.S. EPA


	A 2001 list of documents for agriculture, forestry, marina, urban, stream restoration, NPS monitoring, and funding.  Web links for some.
	http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/bestnpsdocs.html 

	National Stormwater Best Management Practices Database
	BMP performance data from over 113 BMP studies.
	http://www.bmpdatabase.org/

	Stormwater and Polluted Runoff Resources by the American Oceans Campaign
	Collection of stormwater resources for state of California.  Includes governmental, NGOs, and private organizations
	http://www.americanoceans.org/runoff/epa.htm


	Stormwater Program’s website database
	Alphabetical listing of stormwater programs throughout the USA.
	http://h20.enr.state.nc.us/nps/LINKS.htm



Selected Articles and Publications

A few articles to provide background information, evaluations of NPS solutions, and insight into the NPDES Phase II process. “Stormwater” is a bimonthly publication available online, and it’s articles provide cutting-edge information on a wide variety of stormwater issues.   

	Title / Source
	Description
	Web Link

	A relevant Stormwater article.
	An evaluation of common urban stormwater BMPs.
	http://www.forester.net/sw_0011_right.html

	Stormwater
	“The Journal for Surface Water Quality Professionals”
	http://www.forester.net/sw.html 

	Best Management Practices:  Preparing for the Next Decade in “Stormwater”
	“As communities add thousands of new BMPs, they need to keep objectives and secondary effects in sight.”
	http://www.forester.net/sw_0111_best.html 

	Designing Stormwater User-Fees:  Issues and Options in “Stormwater”
	“Calculating stormwater utility rates and getting the public to accept them can be challenging. Here’s how seven communities have handled it.” 
	http://www.forester.net/sw_0111_designing.html 

	Stormwater Control Using a Watershed Management Plan in “Stormwater”
	“Integrated efforts to address physical, chemical, and biological watershed components are leading to improved water quality in Michigan’s Rouge River.”
	http://www.forester.net/sw_0111_stormwater.html 

	Planning is Key to MS4 Success as Deadline Nears in “Stormwater”
	“Understanding your community’s water-quality issues is the first step to meeting EPA’s maximum-extent-practicable standard.” 
	http://www.forester.net/sw_0109_planning.html 
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