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Date: November 7, 2000









File No. 1210.44

To: 

All Dischargers Shown on the Attached Mailing List

Subject: 
Amendment of the Self-Monitoring Program in Board Orders to Require Electronic Reporting of Selected Groundwater Information  

This letter hereby amends the Self-Monitoring Program for all dischargers listed on the attached mailing list and requires electronic reporting of a sub-set of the site monitoring information.  This is an initial effort by the Regional Board to update our database on groundwater cleanup information for chlorinated VOC plumes.  Assembly Bill No. 2886 provides the State and Regional Water Boards with the authority to require the electronic submittal of monitoring data.  We plan to use this electronic reporting information to better prioritize our regulatory oversight, share the information with the local agencies that permit well drilling, and create a regional plume map.

We have initially chosen sites in the South Bay Groundwater Basins (Santa Clara, Niles Cone, and San Mateo Plain) because the Regional Board’s staff Groundwater Committee is currently working on a major Groundwater Protection and Beneficial Use Evaluation in this area, in conjunction with staff from the Santa Clara Valley Water District, Alameda County Water District, and San Mateo County Department of Environmental Health.
The instructions for electronic reporting of requested information are attached to this letter.   The electronic reporting is relative to year 2000 monitoring information and must be submitted by February 15, 2001.  Paper copies of the Self Monitoring are still required to be submitted until further notice.  This is an ongoing effort (not just a single submittal for February 2001).  Electronic reporting will be required on an annual basis beginning February 15, 2001.

Please contact Greg Bartow of my staff at 510-622-2315 or e-mail: gwb@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov if you have any questions.









Sincerely,









Loretta K. Barsamian









Executive Officer

Attachments:
Mailing List
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Copies of Electronic Submittal Forms

Instructions for Electronic Reporting of Required Information

How to Access and Submit the Electronic Reporting Template.  Please follow these 4 steps for completing this electronic reporting requirement: 

Step 1 - Down load the electronic reporting template from the Regional Board’s web site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2/. Please download the Microsoft Excel Form file <smr_template> 

Step 2 – Enter the requested information into the yellow highlighted boxes in the spreadsheet.  Note that the Excel file includes five separate sheets which can be viewed by clicking on the tabs at the bottom of the spreadsheet.  Data can only be entered into the first four worksheets. The fifth worksheet copies the data from the previous four worksheets to allow the Regional Board to more easily compile the information that you submit.

Step 3 - Prepare a plume outline, based on the MCL isoconcentration line, in a geographic referenced format as described below by submitting either: 1) an Arcview shape file as a separate attachment; or 2) a series of coordinates that define the plume outline. 

Step 4 - Rename the file as your site name in Excel Windows 2000 and send the form as an Email attachment to gwb@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov by February 15, 2001.

How to submit the plume outline.   We are requiring the submittal of the plume outline in a geographic referenced format.  The plume outline should be based on the year 2000 monitoring data from all wells sampled per the site’s Self-Monitoring Program for the year 2000, and contoured using the Maximum Contaminant Level isoconcentration line.  Use the most widely dispersed contaminant for determining the plume outline.  An experienced and licensed Professional Engineer or Registered Geologist should prepare the outline.

Two options are available for electronic submittal of the outline.
Option 1 Submit an Arcview shape file depicting the plume outline based on the Maximum Contaminant Level isoconcentration line.  Use the most widely dispersed contaminant for determining the plume outline. The coordinates of the shape file should be in decimal degrees reported in the NAD83 datum to a minimum of 5 places to the right of the decimal. 

Option 2 Submit an Excel spreadsheet that includes the coordinates of a series of points along the Maximum Contaminant Level isoconcentration line, with a minimum resolution of one point per 200 feet.  Use the most widely dispersed contaminant for determining the plume outline. Submit the coordinates in either decimal degrees reported to a minimum of 5 places to the right of the decimal or degree-minutes-seconds reported to a minimum of one place to the right of the decimal in the seconds figure. Coordinates should be determined using the NAD 1983 datum.

Instructions for Electronic Reporting of Required Information
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Questions and Answers

Is electronic submittal optional? No. This is a formal amendment of the Self-Monitoring Program for the site listed on the cover letter.  Submittal of the requested information is therefore a requirement of the Board Order and non-submittal or late submittal may result in enforcement action by the Regional Board.   

Do I still need to submit a hard copy of the Self-Monitoring Report? Yes, at least for now.  Submittal of the requested electronic information is in addition to the current requirement for a hard copy Self-Monitoring Report.  However, we are working on developing a methodology that would allow for electronic reporting of the entire Self-Monitoring Report using the GeoTracker/GIEMS System.

When is the electronic submittal due and where do I send it?  The submittal is due by February 15, 2001. Send the electronic submittal to gwb@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov.

How should commingled plumes be treated when delineating the MCL isocencentration line? Submit the largest plume outline based on the groundwater monitoring well network that you are currently required to monitor.  Board staff recognizes that many plumes include VOCs contributed by multiple dischargers. Submission of the requested plume shape files does not necessarily constitute an admission by the discharger of liability for cleanup of the entire plume. One of the main uses of the plume maps will be by local well permitting agencies to determine if proposed drinking water well locations are within a plume “footprint.”  Therefore the outline should be drawn conservatively and reviewed by an experienced and licensed professional Engineer or Geologist.

How frequently will electronic reporting be required?  We plan to begin requiring electronic submittals on an annual basis. However, we are working on developing a methodology that would allow for electronic reporting of the entire Self-Monitoring Report using the GeoTracker/GEIMS System. Thus, future submittal will likely be required using the GeoTracker/GEIMS System.  We will provide additional information on this issue over the next year.

Who should I contact with questions? Contact Greg Bartow at (510) 622-2315 or via email at gwb@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov.  
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