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NOTICE OF

PUBLIC WORKSHOP

February 25, 2004

for

Proposed Waste Discharge Requirements

Initial Stewardship Plan for South Bay Salt Ponds
Notice is hereby given that staff of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (Water Board), will hold a public workshop to discuss the development of, and provide an opportunity for public comment on, proposed waste discharge requirements (permit) for the Initial Stewardship Plan for the recently purchased South Bay Salt Ponds, to be issued to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG).  

The purpose of the workshop is to familiarize interested parties with the hydrodynamic modeling, water quality monitoring, hydraulic engineering design, literature review, and data evaluation that was conducted in order to formulate the proposed Initial Stewardship Plan, which includes (1) the initial release of contents from lower salinity salt ponds to San Francisco Bay, (2) subsequent continuous circulation of bay waters in and out of the former salt ponds for the benefit of fish and wildlife, and (3) introduction of tidal action to a small number of  ponds subsequent to removal of their contents by Cargill Salt.  The methodologies and rationale for proposed discharge limitations will be discussed, including the “transfer standard,” a water quality-based threshold that determines when the responsibility for operation and maintenance of the salt ponds will be transferred from Cargill Salt to the USFWS and CDFG.

Following the meeting, staff will review oral and written comments and modify the proposed permit and supporting documentation as appropriate for Water Board consideration at a public hearing on March 17, 2004.  Written comments will be accepted at the meeting and until February 27, 2004.  The draft permit, as well as a schedule for submitting written comments, will be announced in a Notice of Application and Public Hearing for a Discharge Permit and posted on the Water Board’s website at www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb2.  

WHEN:
Wednesday February 25, 2004


10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

WHERE: 
Elihu Harris State Building

Room 2, Second Floor



1515 Clay Street



Oakland, CA, 94612

WHO SHOULD ATTEND:  Representatives of cities and counties, flood management agencies, environmental organizations, federal and state resource and regulatory agencies, research organizations, resource professionals, recreational users of the Bay, and other groups or individuals interested in the transition of salt pond management from salt manufacturing to wildlife refuge.

If you need more information about the workshop, you may contact Steve Moore at (510) 622-2439 or at smm@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov or Robert Schlipf at (510) 622-2478 or at rs@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov.  The meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities.  

Please bring the above information to the attention to anyone you know who would be interested in this matter.

Terry Tamminen


Secretary for


Environmental


Protection
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