


Bay Area Water Issues, Who Does What








In the Bay Area, as throughout California, there are numerous issues, concerns, and questions regarding water. This pamphlet describes which agencies have responsibility for dealing with some of these issues. For each major issue the state, federal, and/or local agency with the primary authority is listed. Also listed are other agencies which have an interest in the issue. The issues discussed are:





				1. Surface water pollution


				2. Groundwater pollution


				3. Drinking water


				4. Water rights / diversions


				5. Wetland fill


				6. Dredging


				7. Flood control


				8. Fish and wildlife


				9. Septic tanks


			           10. Agriculture


			           11. Boat  wastes


			           12. Watershed Management


			


At the end of the pamphlet are phone numbers for state and federal agencies discussed in this pamphlet. Questions about this pamphlet can be directed to the Regional Water Board's Public Assistance Officer at (510) 622-2327.





_______Issue_____________________Agencies_________





Surface Water Pollution	The primary agency for regulating this is the Regional Water Board�, including determining allowable limits, issuing permits and enforcement. The State Water Board� sets general state-wide policies and can review Regional Board decisions. The Department of Fish and Game also has authority to enforce against pollution incidents. 


	


	Federal agencies include EPA�, which has delegated most of its authority on this issue to the state, and the Coast Guard which will respond to pollution incidents such as spills. The Coast Guard is the lead agency for any spill of oil or hazardous substances in the coastal zone.





	At the local level water districts and water suppliers have an interest primarily in protecting their sources of drinking water from contamination. Also, several local agencies are carrying out programs required by the Regional Water Board. These include municipal wastewater treatment and storm water control. Local health departments will also act when a pollution incident poses an immediate public health threat.





Groundwater pollution	A major source of groundwater pollution is leaking underground storage tanks. Local agencies, such as health departments, water districts, or fire departments, are primarily responsible for permitting and monitoring these tanks to prevent problems. When leaks are discovered the local agencies usually regulate any necessary cleanups. The Regional Water Board works with the local agencies, providing general guidance and technical advice. The Regional Board will also use its enforcement powers when needed in order to assure cleanup.





	Groundwater problems associated with other sources, such as landfills or industrial sites, are primarily the responsibility of the Regional Water Board. The Regional Board both regulates sites to prevent pollution and oversees cleanups when it does occur. For cleanup cases involving hazardous wastes DTSC� is sometimes the lead agency.





	At the federal level EPA is the  lead agency for some sites subject to CERCLA� (Superfund) or RCRA�. However, for many of the sites covered by these two laws EPA has delegated responsibility to either the Regional Water Board or DTSC.





Drinking water	The primary agencies responsible for assuring safe drinking water are the local suppliers, for example water districts, municipalities, or private water companies. The chief regulator of these suppliers is the state Department of Health Services� (DHS) for large suppliers and the county health departments for small suppliers. Both the state DHS and the federal EPA set drinking water standards, however most regulation and enforcement is done by DHS. 





	DHS and local water districts are also concerned about pollution impacts to their sources of water, both surface reservoirs and groundwater. These agencies routinely work with the Regional Water Board on pollution issues. They also often have their own rules for protecting their water sources. 





Water rights/Diversions	When water is removed from a surface water body such as a creek, lake, or river, a permit may be needed from the State Water Board in Sacramento. Water uses could be anything from irrigation to industrial supply to drinking water. Any amount of water, from enough to supply a single household to the billions of gallons used by the Sate Water Project, is subject to this requirement.





	For groundwater some local water districts have regulations on which depths may be pumped and taxes on the amount of water pumped. Also, a well installation permit may be required by a local environmental health department or water district.





Wetland/water fill	The Army Corps of Engineers is the primary federal agency for determining what is a wetland and for issuing permits for wetland or water fill. The State's role in this process is to certify that any Corps permit meets water quality standards. The Regional Water Board is the primary agency for processing the certification. Therefore any fill project needs both a Corps permit and a State certification.  In some cases a project will qualify for a Corps Nationwide Permit, thus minimizing the amount of processing that needs to be done by the Corps. In those cases an individual State certification of the project is still needed. The Board often waives certification for small (i.e. less than two acres) projects, but even these need to be reviewed by Board staff. 





	In addition, a fill project in the Bay or along the shoreline requires a permit from BCDC�, which  is the primary State agency for permiting of fill or development in Bay Area tidal wetlands and waterways. 





Dredging	As with wetland fill, dredging projects require a Corps of Engineers permit and State certification. The Regional Water Board often waives certification, after staff review, for small dredge projects of less than 50,000 cubic yards. In addition, disposal of dredge spoils, either in waters or on land, requires a permit from the Regional Board.and BCDC.





Flood control	Local flood control districts are primarily responsible for building and maintaining flood control structures. This is often done with the cooperation of the Army Corps of Engineers. Often flood control districts are combined with another local agency, such as a public works department or water district.





Fish and wildlife	Questions about fish and wildlife, as they relate to water regulation, include habitat maintenance, migration pathways, endangered species, and recreation. At the state level the primary agency is the Department of Fish and Game. At the federal level the Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service are the lead agencies.





	These agencies act either as advisors to other permitting agencies (such as the Regional Water Board, BCDC, or the Corps of Engineers), or by enforcing their own regulations.  For the federal agencies this includes endangered species issues. State  Fish and Game, besides dealing with endangered species, also issues permits for any stream alterations and can enforce against discharges that impact aquatic life.





Septic tanks	Local agencies, usually environmental health departments, regulate septic tanks. The Regional Water Board will oversee a county program, for example approving ordinances or reviewing designs for unusual systems.





Agriculture	Water issues associated with agriculture include erosion, chemical usage, and polluted runoff water. The Regional Water Board can enforce against any agricultural operation that causes a significant pollution problem. In the Bay Area the Board's activities in this area are primarily focused on dairies in Marin and Sonoma Counties.  The Board directly, or through local agencies, also regulates the wineries in Napa and Sonoma Counties.





	Other agencies involved in agricultural water issues include the Soil Conservation Service and local Resource Conservation Districts, which work with farmers to minimize erosion and other runoff. The State Department of Pesticide Regulation, through the county agricultural commissioners, regulates the types and amount of pesticides used in agriculture to minimize environmental and health impacts.





Boat wastes	Sewage discharges from boats are allowed, provided the boat is equipped with a Coast Guard approved Marine Sanitation Device. Exceptions to this are Richardson Bay where the Regional Water Board has prohibited all discharges and in certain marinas where the local agencies have prohibited discharges. Discharges other than sewage need to be permitted by the Regional Board. In addition the Regional Water Board regulates boatyards, prohibiting all discharges other than clean storm water. Marinas are also regulated by BCDC, which requires pump out facilities,and by local agencies. Finally, federal rules require that anyone who knows about a discharge of oil from a vessel must contact the Coast Guard.





Watershed Management	Watershed management is an evolving concept that has yet to be fully implemented in the Bay Area. It's goal is to have all parties with an interest in water within a particular watershed (stakeholders) to together develop and implement a watershed management plan. Stakeholders include the agencies listed in this pamphlet, local government, landowners, businesses, citizen groups, etc. The Regional Water Board's role is to help begin the watershed process, and, along with other agencies, to help implement and enforce parts of a management plan.  The lead for any watershed management effort should be a local group, such as a local agency, a Resource Conservation District, a citizen group, etc., or any combination of these.





�
Regional Water Quality Control Board		(510) 622-2300


San Francisco Bay Region


1515 Clay St., Suite 1400


Oakland, CA 94612





After hours spill report				1-800-852-7550





State Water Resources Control Board		(916) 657-2170


Division of Water Rights


P.O. Box 2000


Sacramento, CA 95812-2000





Department of Fish and Game			(707) 944-5500


Central Coast Region


P.O. Box 47


Yountville, CA 94599





Department of Toxic Substances Control	(510) 540-3739


Region 2


700 Heinz Ave. , Suite 200


Berkeley, CA 94710





Department of Health Services			(510) 540-2158


Division of Drinking Water and 


Environmental Management


2151 Berkeley Way


Berkeley, CA 94704





San Francisco Bay Conservation and		(415) 557-3686


Development Commission


30 Van Ness Ave., Suite 2011


San Francisco, CA 94102





US Environmental Protection Agency		(415) 744-1500


75 Hawthorne St.


San Francisco, CA 94105





US Army Corps of Engineers			(415) 977-8462


Regulatory Branch


333 Market Street


San Francisco, CA 94105-2197





US Coast Guard				(510) 437-3073


Marine Safety Office - San Francisco Bay


Bldg. 14, Coast Guard Island


Alameda, CA 94501





National response Center				1-800-424-8802





US Fish and Wildlife Service			(916) 979-2710


2800 Cottage Way, Room E-1803


Sacramento, CA 95825-1846





US  National Marine Fisheries Service		(707) 578-7513


777 Sonoma Ave., Rm. 325


Santa Rosa, CA 95404








� California Regional Water Quality Control  Board, San Francisco Bay Region


� State Water Resources Control Board


� US Environmental Protection Agency


� Department of Toxic Substances Control


� Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act


� Resource Conservation and Recovery Act


� Department of Health Services, Division of Drinking Water and Environmental Management


�San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission








