Oyster Bay Regional Park Wetland Field Log for
Chris Haynes

01/20/2010

Background:  This visit was conducted as follow-up to the 1/13 site visit without any sampling anticipated.  Mark Bradley, Greg Gearheart and I wanted to see what the wetland looked like after and during some rain as well as walk the wetland to the north end where it empties into San Francisco Bay.

Discussion:  We left Sacramento at about 7:30 am and drove straight to San Leandro.  The weather was cool with rain squalls off and on some very intense.   When we arrived at the wetland area at about 10:00 am one of the catchbasins was completely flooded suggesting recent intense rain.  We walked through the wetland from the north at the stormwater outfall towards the south where the wetland ends in SF Bay.  At the northern stormwater outfall we could see many foam like pellets that appeared to be from Kaneka, flowing out of the stormwater outfall and into the wetland in a nearly continuous stream.   We could also see this same type of pellet and other more traditional “nurdels” in the wetland vegetation and on the mud surface.   As we walked south the relative number of the foam type pellets decreased and the nurdels increased.  Plastic pellets and plastic debris can be seen extensively throughout the wetland area.  At the southern end of the wetland there were several rack lines formed by different high tides.  These rack lines were largely woody debris but on close examination a very large quantity of nurdels could be seen.  I estimate that well over a ton of nurdels were in this area of the wetland and very few of the foam type of pellet.  
Greg and Mark took several pictures a few of which are included below.  We returned to the car to go to Metro Poly, Uni Poly, Interstate Plastics and lunch.  
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