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ITEM:  8  
 
SUBJECT: Review of Regional Board Staff’s Determination Regarding Applicability of 

the Quail Valley Waste Discharge Prohibition for Subsurface Disposal 
Systems Use, Carole Masson, Montana Street, Menifee, Riverside County 
– APN 350-031-001 and 350-031-002 

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
On January 12, 2016 and February 23, 2016, Gregg Berge, on behalf of Carole 
Masson, property owner, submitted a request for approval to install either onsite septic 
tank-subsurface disposal systems or advanced treatment disposal systems to serve 
proposed single-family homes on two individual lots located on Montana Street in the 
Quail Valley area of Riverside County.  These lot sizes are 2.10 and 0.56-acre.  There is 
no sewer available to serve the lots. 
 
On October 3, 2006, after extensive studies and following public hearings, the Regional 
Board adopted a waste discharge prohibition pertaining to the use of subsurface 
disposal systems in the Quail Valley area (Quail Valley Prohibition).  The Quail Valley 
Prohibition became effective on August 20, 2007 after it was approved by the State 
Water Resources Control Board and the California Office of Administrative Law.  The 
Quail Valley Prohibition prohibits the discharge of waste from new or existing septic 
systems within all 9 subareas of Quail Valley.  If a sewer system is built within the Quail 
Valley prohibition area, existing septic systems are required to connect to the sewer 
within one year of sewer installation.   
 
The Quail Valley Prohibition does allow new septic systems to be installed in subareas 
outside of subareas 4 and 9 under the following conditions: 1) the Regional Board finds 
that the sewering agency is on schedule to provide sewer service for subareas 4 and 9 
within five years of the effective date of the prohibition (by August 2012), or 2) the 
Regional Board has determined that the sewering agency has completed the sewer 
system design for subareas 4 and 9.  To date, the sewering agency (Eastern Municipal 
Water district) has not completed the sewer system design for subareas 4 and 9; the 
Prohibition remains in effect for all areas of Quail Valley.   
 
Following the Regional Board adoption of the Quail Valley Prohibition, Regional Board 
staff worked with the Riverside County Department of Environmental Health to develop 
a plan for how the Quail Valley Prohibition would apply to those parcels that had 
obtained or were in the process of obtaining County approval(s) for the installation of 
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new onsite subsurface disposal systems.   After the Regional Board adoption date 
(October 3, 2006) and prior to the effective date of the Prohibition (August 20, 2007), it 
was Regional Board staff’s approach to review proposals with the County on a case-by-
case basis and to allow only those projects that had received prior County approvals for 
the use of septic systems to move forward. 
 
Accordingly, by letters dated June 21, 2007 and August 14, 2007 (attached), Regional 
Board staff did issue two conditional approvals for projects that met the above criteria 
before the effective date of the Quail Valley Prohibition.  However, to date, Board staff 
have not approved any proposed projects for the use of septic systems within Quail 
Valley after August 20, 2007 – the effective date of the Quail Valley Prohibition.   
 
Board staff did receive email communication from Ms. Masson on February, 8, 2008, 
February, 9, 2008, April 21, 2008 and July 9, 2008 inquiring about the status of the 
Quail Valley Prohibition and the status of the Montana Street properties.  In these 
emails, Ms. Masson indicated that she was in the process of obtaining septic tank 
approval or in the process of obtaining grading permits.  However, according to the 
documents provided by Ms. Masson, there is no indication that the County had 
approved septic systems on the two properties prior to the Prohibition effective date.   
 In the January 12, 2016 and February 23, 2016 submittals, Mr. Berge asked Regional 
Board staff to allow septic systems to be installed on the Montana Street properties 
consistent with the Regional Board’s practice at the time Quail Valley Prohibition 
became effective.   The documentation provided (see Attachments) alleges that a septic 
system on Ms. Masson’s project should be exempted from the Quail Valley Prohibition 
as her lots had received approvals from Riverside County prior to the effective date of 
the Prohibition.  Staff’s review of the documentation submitted does not indicate that 
any approvals for septic systems were issued by the County.  The documentation 
submitted did indicate grading permits were issued for the lots; however, County staff 
have indicated this is the standard procedure and once grading had been completed, 
County staff would have again reviewed the graded property documentation to ensure 
that the lot could support the onsite subsurface disposal system as originally proposed.  
At that point, the County would have issued an approval.  Discussions with County staff 
have confirmed that no approvals for the use of septic systems on either lot had been 
issued prior to the effective date of the prohibition.     
 
STAFF DETERMINATION 
 
Regional Board staff recommend that the Board deny Ms. Masson’s request to allow the 
use of septic systems on the above referenced properties as no approvals for the use of 
septic systems had been obtained prior to the Prohibition effective date.  
 
Comments were solicited from the following: 
 
Riverside County Environmental Health – John Watkins/Matt Riha 
City of Menifee – Jonathan Smith 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. June 21, 2007 – letter from Gerard Thibeault, Executive Officer to Mr. Robert 
Coscia, “Conditional Approval for the Use of On-site Septic Tank-Subsurface 
Disposal System at 29569 La Cresta Drive, Quail Valley Area, Riverside County, 
APN 351-053-010” 

 
2. August 4, 2007 – letter from Gerard Thibeault, Executive Officer to Mr. and Mrs. 

Lopez, “Conditional Approval for the Use of On-site Septic Tank-Subsurface 
Disposal System at 28171 Rancho Drive, Quail Valley Area, Riverside County, 
APN 341-020-005” 
 

3. January 12, 2016 – submittal from Gregg Berge of Masson Property Documents  
 

4. February 9, 2016 – letter from Kurt V. Berchtold, Executive Officer to Mr. Gregg 
Berge, “Denial of the Proposed Use Of Onsite Septic Tank-Subsurface Disposal 
Systems or Advanced Treatment Systems at Montana Street, Quail Valley 
Prohibition Area, Riverside County, APN 350-031-001 and 350-031-002”  
 

5. February 23, 2016 – submittal from Gregg Berge of Masson Property Septic Plan 
Check Documents from the County of Riverside  
 

6. March 25, 2016 – letter from Kurt V. Berchtold, Executive Officer to Mr. Gregg 
Berge, “Denial of the Proposed Use Of Onsite Septic Tank-Subsurface Disposal 
Systems or Advanced Treatment Systems at Montana Street, Quail Valley 
Prohibition Area, Riverside County, APN 350-031-001 and 350-031-002”  






































































































