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Single-Walled UST Closure Commitment Plan

As the December 31, 2025 deadline approaches for permanent closure of single-walled 
underground storage tank (UST) systems, it is essential that UST owners and operators 
are aware of the closure process to mitigate missed deadlines, high system removal 
costs, and anticipated resource shortages.  The State Water Resources Control Board 
(State Water Board), in collaboration with the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency and Redhorse Corporation, will be reaching out to single-walled UST owners 
and operators requesting they submit a survey addressing the closure of their systems.  
The survey packet, titled the UST Closure Commitment Plan, discusses general 
timelines for UST closures and installs, and highlights potential bottlenecks in the 
closure process that may not be anticipated by UST owners and operators that have not 
previously closed a UST system.

The State Water Board is requesting the UST owners or operators submit the survey 
included in the UST Closure Commitment Plan allowing the State Water Board and 
Unified Program Agencies (UPAs) to further assist in the closure process.  The survey 
asks UST owners and operators general questions about selecting a contractor, 
preparing and submitting plans and permits, and establishing funding for the closure 
project.  The information provided will assist the State Water Board in tracking the 
single-walled UST facilities’ progress towards permanent closure.

For additional information regarding single-walled UST Closure Commitment Plans, 
contact: 
Mr. Tom Henderson at (916) 319-9128 or Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov, or 
Mr. Austin Lemire-Baeten at (916) 327-5612 or 
Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov.
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Motor Vehicle Fuels Stored in Single-Walled USTs

State Water Board staff have seen an increase in inquiries regarding the use of E85 in 
single-walled USTs.  Single-walled USTs are extremely limited in storage capability 
because of compatibility requirements.  California Code of Regulations, title 23, division 
3, chapter 16 (UST Regulations), section 2640.1 requires all single-walled USTs 
(including their accessories and linings) that store fuel blends greater than E10 or B5, 
demonstrate compatibility with the substance stored through approval from an 
independent testing organization, such as Underwriters Laboratories.  Single-walled 
USTs installed after 1984 storing motor vehicle fuels are also required to demonstrate 
compatibility with the substance stored using an independent testing organization (UST 
Regulations, section 2631(k)).  This requirement is substantially different than the 
compatibility requirements for secondarily contained USTs.  For example, if an 
independent testing organization did not initially test and approve a secondarily 
contained UST to store a specific substance, a manufacturer’s statement of 
compatibility could supplement the independent testing organization’s approval to meet 
the compatibility requirement.  Single-walled USTs are not authorized to use the 
manufacturer’s statement of compatibility, and therefore only an independent testing 
organization can approve the single-walled UST compatibility for fuel blends greater 
than E10 or B5.

For additional information regarding motor vehicle fuels stored in single-walled USTs, 
contact: 
Mr. Tom Henderson at (916) 319-9128 or Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov, or 
Mr. Austin Lemire-Baeten at (916) 327-5612 or 
Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov.

UST Operating Permits and Permit Conditions

In the August 2020 UST Program Monthly Update1, the State Water Board provided 
UPAs guidance on updating UST operating permits and permit conditions consistent 
with the Health and Safety Code, chapter 6.7 (HSC) and UST Regulations.  State Water 
Board evaluation staff are still finding UST operating permits and permit conditions 
inconsistent with HSC and UST Regulations.  Examples include:

· UPAs not issuing UST operating permits and permit conditions under a Unified 
Program Facility Permit (UPFP) as required by HSC, chapter 6.11, 
section 25404(a)(6).

1 https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/cupa/updates/docs/ust_program_monthly_u
pdate_august.pdf
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· UST operating permits and permit conditions referencing the California Fire Code 
and/or HSC, chapter 6.75 and California Code of Regulations, title 23, division 3, 
chapter 18.  UPAs have no regulatory authority to reference elements not 
covered under the Unified Program.

· UST operating permits and permit conditions stating an owner or operator must 
report an “unauthorized occurrence” to an UPA within 24 hours after the release 
has been detected or should have been detected.  UST owners or operators are 
required to report a “reportable release” to the UPA within 24 hours after a 
release has been detected or should have been detected (HSC, 
section 25295(a)(1)), transmit unauthorized release information to the UPA within 
five working days, and if necessary, report unauthorized release information to 
the Office of Emergency Services.

For more information on UST operating permits and permit conditions please contact:  
Ms. Jessica Botsford at (916) 341-7338 or Jessica.Botsford@waterboards.ca.gov, or  
Mr. Sean Farrow at (916) 324-7493 or Sean.Farrow@waterboards.ca.gov.

Reporting Requirements for Unauthorized Releases – Owners or 
Operators and UPAs

An unauthorized release is “reportable” if the hazardous substance escapes from the 
secondary containment, or from the primary containment, if no secondary containment 
exists, and increases the hazard of fire or explosion, or causes deterioration of the 
secondary containment of the UST system (HSC, section 25295(a)(1)).  Pursuant to 
HSC, section 25281(x), an unauthorized release is any release of any hazardous 
substance that does not conform to chapter 6.7.

The correct process for reporting a “reportable” unauthorized release is for an owner or 
operator to report the release within 24 hours to the UPA, and transmit information 
regarding the unauthorized release to the UPA no later than five working days after the 
date of the occurrence of the unauthorized “reportable” release.  When reporting 
release information, owners or operators must provide the UPA with the following: 1) a 
description of the nature and volume of the unauthorized release; 2) the corrective or 
remedial actions undertaken; 3) any further corrective or remedial actions, including 
investigative actions, that will be needed to clean up the unauthorized release and 
abate the effects of the unauthorized release; 4) a time schedule for implementing the 
actions specified in HSC, section 25295(c); 5) the source and cause of the unauthorized 
release; 6) the UST system’s record of compliance with chapter 6.7, including data on 
equipment failures; and 7) any other information the State Water Board deems 
necessary to implement or comply with this chapter 6.7, chapter 6.75 (commencing with 
section 25299.10), or the federal act (HSC, section 25295(a)(1)). 
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In addition to the reporting requirements in HSC, section 25295(a)(1), UST owners or 
operators also may be required to comply with additional reporting requirements, 
including, but not limited to, reporting requirements in Water Code, sections 13271 and 
13272 and reporting an unauthorized release to the Office of Emergency Services if 
emergency response personnel and equipment were involved at any time (HSC, 
section 25295(c)).

Each Regional Water Quality Control Board and each UPA also must submit a report to 
the State Water Board for all unauthorized releases in accordance with HSC, 
section 25295(b)(1).

For more information on UST operating permits and permit conditions please contact:  
Ms. Jessica Botsford at (916) 341-7338 or Jessica.Botsford@waterboards.ca.gov, or  
Mr. Sean Farrow at (916) 324-7493 or Sean.Farrow@waterboards.ca.gov.

Under-Dispenser Containment Requirements

State Water Board staff have recently fielded several questions pertaining to under-
dispenser containment (UDC) requirements at facilities where riser pipes deliver fuel 
and a dispenser is not obvious.  This construction type often occurs at airports where 
the UST product lines surface to risers attached to meters and hoses that supply 
delivery trucks.  UST Regulations define dispensers as above or underground devices 
used for delivering hazardous substances from a UST. This includes metering and 
delivery devices and their related appurtenances.

In accordance with UST Regulations, all dispensers require UDCs to be installed that 
serve as secondary containment or otherwise prevent unauthorized releases from 
entering the environment.  The absence of a traditional dispenser does not exempt a 
facility from the UDC requirement.  Facilities that do not have UDCs beneath their 
dispensers must install, test, and monitor UDCs meeting the requirements of 
UST Regulations, section 2636(g).

For additional information regarding UDC requirements, contact: 
Mr. Tom Henderson at (916) 319-9128 or Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov, or 
Mr. Austin Lemire-Baeten at (916) 327-5612 or 
Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov.
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Updated UST Construction and Monitoring Table

State Water Board staff have updated the UST Construction and Monitoring Table2

previously released in June 2008.  Key modifications to the document include updates 
made in response to changes in the UST Regulations, a new testing requirements 
section, and increased accessibility.  All sections in the new table include references to 
HSC, UST Regulations, and State Water Board Local Guidance documents.

For additional information regarding the updated UST Construction and Monitoring 
Table, contact: 
Mr. Tom Henderson at (916) 319-9128 or Tom.Henderson@waterboards.ca.gov, or 
Mr. Austin Lemire-Baeten at (916) 327-5612 or 
Austin.Lemire-Baeten@waterboards.ca.gov.

2 https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ust/tech_notices/docs/ust_construction_and_te
sting_requirements.pdf
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