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BACKGROUND

In response to the Governor's declaration of a Drought State of Emergency on

January 17, 2014, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) repurposed
unallocated Proposition 13 and Proposition 40 funds to create the DROPS grant program.
Additional unallocated Proposition 50 funds have also been allocated to DROPS. DROPS
provided funding to Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) to implement Low Impact Development
(LID) strategies designed to re-establish predevelopment hydrology on school campuses. The
projects will (1) reduce stormwater pollution; and (2) increase stormwater retention, use or
recharge while creating multiple benefits, such as water conservation, water supply
augmentation, and reduced dry weather runoff. In addition, every DROPS project includes an
educational component designed to increase student awareness of the project’'s environmental
benefits and water resource sustainability.

The Division of Financial Assistance (Division) released a solicitation for proposals on
September 11, 2014, with a January 15, 2015 application submittal deadline. Applicants
submitted a total of 49 eligible proposals that were reviewed and scored by State Water Board
and Regional Water Quality Control Board staff. The proposals were reviewed, scored and
ranked using the criteria and processes in the Guidelines to develop the attached
Recommended Funding List. The California Department of Education (CDE) coordinated
supplemental reviews of the Education and Outreach component of each eligible application.

The Recommended Funding List recommended 29 projects for DROPS funding and was
approved by the State Water Board Executive Director, Thomas Howard on May 22nd 2015.
Authority was also delegated to the Deputy Director of the Division to utilize additional funds that
become available (e.g. if a project is withdrawn or completed under budget) to fund additional
projects below the funding line or to augment the scope and budget of projects previously
awarded, subject to the maximum grant amounts allowed in the DROPS Guidelines.

During the grant agreement negotiation process, three (3) applicants have chosen to decline
their DROPS awarded grants and subsequently withdrew their applications. Therefore, the
DROPS grant program had approximately $2.1 million in unallocated funds. To utilize the
unallocated funds, Division staff continued down the list of the original 49 eligible proposals to
recommend funding to additional LEAs and identified four additional applicants with proposal
scores similar to those on the original funding list. Division staff reviewed the applications,
contacted the applicants to determine the project status and confirm their continued interest in
the DROPS funding, and conducted site visits in May 2016. As a result of the review, three
additional school districts are recommended to be included in the DROPS Recommended
Funding List, Revision 1 - July 2016 (Attachment 1).
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APPROVAL

I, Darrin Polhemus, Deputy Director of the State Water Board’s Division of Financial Assistance,
approve the DROPS Recommended Funding List, Revision 1 - July 2016 (Attachment 1). The
final amount awarded will be subject to each applicant providing a scope of work and budget
that is acceptable to the DROPS Unit technical staff and Program Manager OR the Division’s
Bond Section Manager.

Projects may be removed from the Recommended Funding List by the Deputy Director of the
Division if applicants do not respond to requests for changes to the scopes of work and budgets
in a timely and appropriate manner. The Deputy Director of the Division has the authority to
utilize additional funds that become available (e.g., if a project is withdrawn or completed under
budget) to fund additional projects below the funding line or to augment the scope and budget of
projects previously awarded, subject to the maximum grant amounts allowed in the DROPS
Guidelines. This authorization includes augmentation of project budgets to provide sufficient
funds to ensure each project is properly designed to meet its stated goals.

The Deputy Director of the Division is authorized to execute grant agreements and amendments
thereto.

Approved: bﬁﬁ%—

Darrin Polhemus
Deputy Director, Division of Financial Assistance
State Water Resources Control Board

Date: _7‘/ Zﬁ/ Z (6

Attachment 1: DROPS Recommended Funding List, Revision 1 - July 2016

o Leslie Laudon, DFA
Joe Karkoski, DFA
Sean Maguire, DFA
Wendy Westerman, DFA
Andrea Kopecky, OCC
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