CONTRACT SUMMARY

Date filled out: October 10, 2002 

A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Project Title: Otay River Watershed Management Plan

2. Project Purpose – Problem  / Goals ("why" the project):  The San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) recently issued a new NPDES general stormwater permit (Order No. 2001-01) for the San Diego Region.  This permit requires that a watershed planning approach be implemented for the San Diego Region.  Watershed planning will require identification and implementation of Best Management Practices to reduce or eliminate contaminants from urban runoff to the Maximum Extent Practicable.  

In order to implement this strategy, it is imperative that the affected jurisdictions and stakeholders collaborate on and approve a Framework Management Plan with necessary decision criteria and tools that include an attainable implementation strategy that will assure the high water quality standards of the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and RWQCB permit.

Based on existing data, projected problems within the Otay Watershed include but are not limited to:

· Increased urban stormwater runoff/drainage problems including increased sedimentation, reduced groundwater recharge, and increased stormwater flow

· Increased dry season flow

· Threats to water quality and water supply including: Coliform Bacteria, Metals, Toxicity, Nutrients and Benthic Community Degradation

· Destruction of endangered habitat and species 

· Viability and health of wetlands and their contributing sub-basins 

· Growth of invasive, noxious exotic plants and invasive predators

· Need for adequate recreational opportunities

· Need for landscape-scale approach to management of flood flows 

· Fragmented wildlife movement corridors and/or linkages

· A lack of coordination between existing programs that provide habitat/sensitive species, surface and groundwater quality, and other aquatic resource protection

There are several programs existing and proposed within the watershed that can provide the basis to meet these requirements.  These programs and projects include the Multiple Species Conservation Program (MSCP), the Western Otay Valley Regional Park Resource Management Plan (OVRP-RMP) including an exotic species removal program, and the Otay River Special Area Management Plan (SAMP).  The Otay River Watershed Management Plan (ORWMP) will provide the necessary tools to coordinate these programs and provide solutions for existing and projected future problems within the watershed.



3. Project Abstract (brief description of project): The ORWMP will result in an Implementation Strategy to ensure the protection of existing beneficial uses and natural resources including methodologies to monitor, maintain, and/or enhance existing water quality levels utilizing non-structural and structural measures.  

5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prop 13       FORMCHECKBOX 
 EPA 319h grant        

B) Project Contact:



Name:  Tracy Cline
Job Title:  Environmental Management Specialist II

Organization: County of San Diego
Webpage Address: http://www.projectcleanwater.org/html/ws_otay.html

Address: 5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B, San Diego, CA 92123

Phone: 858-495-5513
Fax number: 858-694-3373

Email: tracy.cline@sdcounty.ca.gov


C) Project Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of project. 

From: August 1, 2002
To: March 31, 2005

D) Participant Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project. : County of San Diego, City of San Diego, City of Chula Vista, City of Imperial Beach, etc.

E) Location:  

1.  Size of Project (include units):      
2. Counties included in project:  San Diego

F) Biography of Group: :      


G) Biography of Project: :      


H) Short-term Goals: The ORWMP will be developed for the entire watershed, which will allow the public agencies to more clearly identify critical areas and practices that need to be targeted for pollution prevention and corrective actions.  The ORWMP will integrate both surface and groundwater, inland and coastal waters, and point and nonpoint pollution sources.




I) Long-term Goals: : The ORWMP will result in an Implementation Strategy to ensure the protection of existing beneficial uses and natural resources including methodologies to monitor, maintain, and/or enhance existing water quality levels utilizing non-structural and structural measures.  Specific products will include the Management Plan Document, a centralized Geographic Information System (GIS) database and recommendations for appropriate ongoing monitoring programs.








