
 
 
 
 
 
Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board 
State Water Resources Control Board 
P.O. Box 100 
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000  
 
September 7, 2011 

Subject: Comment Letter – Phase II Small MS4 General Permit 

Thank you for accepting comments to the “Phase II Small MS4 General Permit”. 

As a transit agency committed to providing high quality transit services to our  community in 
a manner protective of human health and the environment,  the Peninsula Corridor Joint 
Powers Board (JPB) supports the intent and overall objectives of the draft permit.  At this 
time, the SWRCB has decided not to include JPB as a permittee.  We support this decision 
and believe it to be appropriate for the following reasons: 

1. The majority of our right-of-way is unpaved and is more rural than urban in nature.  In 
many areas, drainage is directed away from our tracks into an adjacent unlined ditch 
or swale, not into a lined or pipe type conveyance.  Many of these ditches or swales 
terminate and drain via infiltration/evaporation without connecting to a surface water 
body or MS4 operated by another entity. 

2. Our right-of-way is generally linear in shape running perpendicular, (as opposed to 
parallel) to most of the nearby or adjacent surface water bodies. This configuration 
means that the potential volume of storm water run-off contributed from our right-of-
way to a given surface water body is relatively small in terms of the total inflow to the 
same surface water body. 

3. The potential sources of impact to stormwater under our control (e.g. construction 
site run-off and industrial activities at maintenance facilities) are already regulated 
under General Permits. 

We also believe that for future permittees, the “Phase II Small MS4 General Permit” should 
include sufficient implementation time to adequately plan, budget, and develop the required 
program. 
 
Thank you again for accepting comments to the draft permit. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
C. H. (Chuck) Harvey  
Deputy CEO,  
Operations, Engineering & Construction 

Public Comment
Phase II Small MS4 General Permit

Deadline: 9/8/11 by 12:00 noon
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