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Algal blooms sometimes create significant water quality problems with large impacts on beneficial uses of various marine, estuarine, and freshwater bodies. The organisms responsible for these blooms are many and varied, but break down into two main groups: true green algae and cyanobacteria (formerly known as “blue-green algae”).

This 2-day class will introduce students to the general topic of how algal blooms occur in nature, how different kinds of blooms generally function, how blooms may be affected by human activities, how researchers and regulators monitor blooms and/or the toxins they may produce, and how these events may affect water quality concerns such as CWA 303(d) listings of impaired waterbodies, as well as drinking water, fish and wildlife beneficial use issues. In order for the class to gain maximum practical benefit, attendees will have the opportunity to visit nearby locations areas experiencing visible algal blooms, will be provided with examples of various algae to view under microscopes, and will observe how various “rapid indicator” tests can be performed in detecting several toxins. 

The final agenda and logistical details for this class will be sent as a follow-up item in the near future.
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Date:
June 13 & 14, 2007
Time:  TBD

Location: University of California Santa Cruz, http://www.ucsc.edu/public/
Who can attend:  Regional Board Staff.  This class is by invitation only and space is limited to 18 participants.  

Registration Fees: Paid through the Water Board Training Academy

To Register:  RSVP to the registration invitation by May 31, 2007 to Kim Ward at (916) 341-5586.  Be sure to include the names of the staff who will be attending. Due to space limitations in the UC laboratory facilities, we must limit participation to two staff per regional board.

Follow the training registration requirements, obtain all required approvals.  If you have questions concerning the class please contact Kim at the number above.
If you have special accommodation or language needs, please contact OEA, (916) 341-5883 or email Karen White at kwhite@waterboards.ca.gov at least 5 working days prior to the class.  TTY/DD/Speech to Speech users may dial  7-1-1 for the California Relay Service. 
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