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Development of Sediment Quality Objectives for Enclosed Bays and
Estuaries of California, CEQA Scoping Meeting Informational Document

Tri-TAC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the CEQA Scoping
Meeting Informational Document for the Development of Sediment Quality
Objectives for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries. Tri-TAC is a technical advisory
group for Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWSs) in California comprised
of members from public agencies and other professionals responsible for
wastewater treatment. Tri-TAC is jointly sponsored by the California
Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA), the California Water
Environment Association (CWEA), and the League of California Cities. The
constituency base for Tri-TAC collects, treats and reclaims more than two
billion gallons of wastewater each day and serves most of the sewered
population of California.

Tri TAC commends the State Water Board staff and Science Team for the
approach taken and the excellent work to date that has gone into the
development of sediment quality objectives (SQOs) for the enclosed bays
and estuaries of California. We are also supportive of the project structure
that the State Water Board has utilized in the SQO development effort, which
has enlisted national sediment quality experts as peer reviewers and
advisors on the Scientific Steering Committee, and also diverse stakeholder
representatives on the Advisory Committee to provide ongoing feedback to
the Science Team.

We offer the following comments on the CEQA Scoping document to provide
productive input on the scope and content of Phase 1 of the sediment quality
objective program in California and the information to be included in the draft
Substitute Environmental Document (SED) for the program.
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