Notice of Availability

intent to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration 

State Water Resources Control board

Division of water quality, Certification and wetlands unit

Project:   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Opportunistic Beach Nourishment Regional General Permit 67 (RGP 67), 401 Water Quality Certification (certification).

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) staff has prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the proposed project, in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA Guidelines.  The State Water Board is the lead agency for the proposed project under CEQA.

Project Location:
Coastline area within the Corps Los Angeles District (LAD) jurisdiction.
Description of the Proposed Project:
The State Water Board proposes to issue a certification for discharges authorized by the following federal permit:  LAD proposes to permit beach nourishment activities (i.e., discharging fill material to eroding beaches) by establishing RGP 67 whereby projects meeting Special Conditions may proceed under a project-specific LAD Notice to Proceed.  The proposed Special Conditions and additional measures in the MND would mitigate a project’s potential environmental impacts to a less-than-significant level.  All other projects would require a Standard Individual Permit.

Public Review Period:
The MND is being circulated for public review and comment for a period of 30 days, beginning October 20, 2005.  Written comments or questions should be submitted no later than November 19, 2005, to the following address:  Bill Orme, Environmental Scientist, Water Quality Certification & Wetlands Unit, Division of Water Quality, State Water Board, 1001 I St., Sacramento, CA 95814; phone: (916) 341-5464: e-mail: borme@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Copies of the MND may be reviewed at the following locations during normal business hours:

· State Water Board – at the above address 

· Regional Water Quality Control Boards:  Central Coast Region (San Luis Obispo), Los Angeles Region  (Los Angeles), Santa Ana Region (Riverside), and San Diego Region (San Diego).  Addresses and phone numbers are listed in telephone directories under state government offices and on-line at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/cwa401/index.html#multi.

The MND may be viewed at the following website: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/cwa401/notices.html.

Your views and comments on potential impacts of the project on the environment are invited.

     Original Signature on File___
____10/19/05______

John M. Ladd, Assistant Division Chief
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