Technical Adviseny eamrs
Wetland Definition

Wetland Pelicy: Develepment lieam

Dyan Whyte, Assistant Exec. Officer,
SE Bay’ Regional \Water Beard

Elizalbethi Haven, Assistant Deputy: Director
State\Water Board, Division efi Water Quality
Bill' Orme, Senior Environmental Scientist.
State Water Board, Divisien ofi \Water Quality.
James Herink, Staffi Counsel,

State Water Board, Division: ofi Water Quality.

October 6, 2009



Wetlanad Policy: Development
PIrOCESS

Wetland Policy Development Team

Technical Advisory Team
(TAT)

e Josh Collins, Ph.D. (Chair), SFEI
* Letitia Grenier, Ph.D., SFEI
e Aaron Allen, Ph.D., USACE-LA
e Dan Martel, USACE-SF
Coor. Com. A Drafting » Mike Finan, USACE-Sacramento
: Team | = Terry Huffman , Ph.D., Huffman-Broadway Group
e Chad Roberts, Ph.D., Humbolt Bay Harbor RCD
e Eric Stein, Ph.D., SCCWRP
e Mark Brinson, Ph.D., ECU
e Ralph Tiner, Ph.D., USFWS
e Ben Livsey, RB 2
* Cliff Harvey, SWRCB
e Meredith Williams, Ph.D. (Project Manager), SFEI




Resolution No. 2008-0026

Section! 6: Development lleamjiis to
~...develop andvring fierward for State
Water Boand censideraion: (a) a wetiand
definition; thatwould reliakly: define the
diverse: array: ofi Califormia Wetiands; hased
on the United States Army. Corps of

Engineers: Wwetland delineation metineds te
the extent feasible...”



TAT’s Approach

e advise \Wetland Develepment lieam:

\WWorked firom the directive in Reselution No.
20)01e50)0)2 6

Reviewed Army Corps: Wetland delineation
MEetnoaes

Reviewed prominent State, fiederal and ether
natienall definitions for confiermance With Ay,
Corps’ methods and Reselution 2008-0026.

Developed a definition intended ter meet the
Resoelutien directive



Wetland Development Tleam
Review, oft TATFS Definition

Wetland Development Drafting fieam
Worked with FATF and appreved:iinal
\/ersion

Steernng Committee appreved release of
TAT'S Wetland definition

Interagency: Coordinating Committee (1€C)
met 1R August, 2009 te discuss TAIFS
definition



Wetlanad Definition
firom . llechnical Advisery Tieam (TAT)

An area Is wetland If, under normal circumstances, it

Is saturated by ground water or inundated by shallow
surface water for a duration sufficient to cause anaerobic
conditions within the upper substrate,;

exhibits hydric substrate conditions indicative of
such hydrology; and

either lacks vegetation or the vegetation is dominated by
hydrophytes.



TAT Definition Highlights

Similar ter USACE appreach by identiiying
Wetlanads hased onl 3 factors: water, SoJs, &

pIants.

Recegnizes that some Wetlands may lack plants:

» Dry conditions, I the and regions, ofi the state may.
prevent plantsiireny develeping annually;

a \Wetlands may. e shallew or seasenal
x \Wetlands may be altereal By humans er nature

Provides; that the USACE field metheds may. be
used to identify wetlands using this definition.



Remaining| Steps

Draiit Phase 1 Policy
Wetland Definition
Regulatory: Reguirements Implementing Wetland Definition
Monitering and! Assessment Pregram

REeView: by Steering Committee and' Interagency.
Coordinatingl Committee

Scientific Peer' Review,

60-day’ Public Comment Peried /Eocused Stakeholder;
Meetings

Conduct Beara Woerkshep
Consideration by State \Water Board
I adopted, review: by Office off Administrative Law



Trarget Dates

Viilestene ll2rgenipate

Submit Phase 1" Policy: for Decemiber 2009
SCIentific Peer Review

Complete Scientific Peer Review: [March 2010

Puklic Review: Start Date May: 2010
(60-aay)
Board \Werkshoep June 2010

Board Consideration October 2010







	Technical Advisory Team’s�Wetland Definition
	Wetland Policy Development Process�
	Resolution No. 2008-0026
	TAT’s Approach
	Wetland Development Team Review of TAT’s Definition
	Wetland Definition �from Technical Advisory Team (TAT)
	TAT Definition Highlights
	Remaining Steps
	Target Dates
	Slide Number 10

