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Comment letter - CEQA - Wefla.nd Area_Pmtection Policy and Regulations

Dear Jeamne Townsend, ¥

K ; '
Thank vou for the opportunity to commerit on the preparation of a program-level
environmental impact report (EIR) for the proposed Wetland Area Diredge and Fill
Regulations. 5 _

We ask that the EIR examine the environmental benefits of a programmatic approach to
wetland dredge and fill permitting in coordination with regional Habitat Conservation
Plans (HCPs) and Natural Community Conservation Plans (NCCPs) prepared by local
government at the county, sub-county, or multi-county scale.

Several regional HCPs and NCCPS in northern California are addressing conservation and
mitigation for a broad array of équatic resources, including vernal pools and other
wetlands. These conservation plans provide for the permanent protection of high quality
wetland areas, and important upland functions in large, landscape-scale preserves, They
also provide an approach to avaidance (when appropriate), minimization, and
compensatory mitigation that irmizes long-term wetland values and viability. These
HCPs and NCCPS will result i the creation of large scale, high quality habitat preserves
with funded programs for menitoring and management, and adaptive management. This is
a far superior option than traditional project-by-project permitting and mitigation strategies
that have often, in the past, resudied in small unmanaged fragmented preserves that arc not
sustainable and result in loss of important upland functions (such as wildlife movement),

The U.S. Army Corps of Engin ‘crs, U.S. Environmental Protection Ageney, and
appropriate Regional Water Quality Control Boards are actively engaged in these HCP and

. NCCP efforts to create regional scale apprdaches to their regulatory program goals. We
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NCCPP Coordinator: In itute for Ecological Health
409 Jardin Place, Davis CA 95616
ieh@eal.net |(530) 756-6455




May 20 11 11:33a

have submitted comments on the benefits of

recommended that the Wetland Dredge and ¥
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these rcg:onal approaches in the past and
11[ Regulations inciude a mechanism for

coordinating these regional permatting approxfches wﬂh HCPS and NCCPS
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