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 Comment Letter — Wetland and Riparian Area Protection

I would like to submit initial comments and concems in regard to the wetland and riparian
protection policies now under consideration.

In developing these policies:

1. Consultation with California Indian tribes of the area is necessary, as much of the land
adjacent to wetland and riparian areas was inhabited and/or burial areas that are considered
sacred sites. These sites should be afforded consideration and protection, as indicated by
legislative action on the state level. (see citations from CA Native American Heritage
Commission website, regarding notice and consultation for tribes, including sect. 5097.95, and
CEQA). California Indian tribes also have historic water rights.

2. In view of 90-98% of wetlands and riparian areas in CA having already been destroyed,
"no-net loss" does not seem to be strong enough as a policy. Better than "no-net loss” would
be actual recovery, re-creation, and restoration of wetland/riparian areas, along with buffer
zones and associated upland areas, which are essential to the existence and function of these
hydrologic and habitat areas.

3. Preservation of (intermittent) vernal pools, springs, and water sources associated with
wetlands and riparian areas shou!d be incorporated into policy.

4, Channelization, re-contouring, dewatering, and irrigation practices (including adjacent
and surrounding areas) must be considered in regard to the overall function and health of
wetland and riparian ecologies.

5. Oversight is needed of toxic and chemical run-off, and residue from use of pesticides,
rodenticides, fertilizers, herbicides, as well as building materials and urban waste products, that
enter into creeks and wetlands, and seep into underlying aquifers.

6. Habitat associated with wetlands and riparian areas should be addressed, such as trees
for nesting birds that may be near a designated wetland or riparian area, and is critical to
maintain for the existence and welfare of species.

7. Connectivity and safe crossing passages for wildlife must be designed to provide access
to water sources for animals.

For the abo\/e reasons, the proposed Alternative 4 in the Scoping document seems preferable in
allowing fuller consideration of a wider range of issues.

Leslie Purcell

11934 W. Washington Blvd., Suite 101
L os Angeles, CA 90066

310-570-6569
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§Ini-'v'revx?féﬁ§the ming, I believe that the Water Board must notice tribes and the Native'
American Her@ge @ommission in regard to water policy planning processes and decisions.

“http://www.nahc.ca.gov/govcode.html
Government Code |

§ 6254 (r): California Public Records Act Exemption from Disclosure
Exempts from disclosure public records of Native American graves, cemeteries, and sacred
places maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission.

§ 65092 Public notice to California Native American Indian Tribes

Includes California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the Native
American Heritage Commission in the definition of "person” to whom notice of public hearings .
shall be sent by local governments. '

§ 65351: Native American Involvement in General Plan Proposals
Requires local planning agencies to provide opportunities for involvement of California Native
American tribes on the contact list maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission,
and others, in the preparation or amendment of the general plan

§ 65352 Referral of Action on General Plan Changes to Native Americans

Requires local planning agencies to refer proposed actions of general plan adoption or
amendment to California Native American tribes on the contact list maintained by the Native
American Heritage Commission, and others, with a 45 day opportunity for comments.

§ 65352.3- 65352.4: Consultation with Native Americans on General Plan Proposals

Requires local governments to conduct meaningful consultation with California Native American
tribes on the contact list maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission prior to the
adoption or amendment of a city or county general plan for the purpose of protecting cultural
places on lands affected by the proposal.

§ 65560, 65562.5: Consultation with Native Americans on Open Space

Includes protection of Native American cultural places as an acceptable designation of open
space. Requires local governments to conduct meaningful consultation with California Native
American tribes on the contact list maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission for
the purpose of protecting cultural places located within open space.

§ 12600-12612: Attorney General- Environmental Action

‘Permits the attorney general to intervene in any judicial or administrative proceeding
concerning pollution or adverse effects on the environment. Authorizes the attorney general to
maintain an action for equitable relief in the name of the people of the state against any person
for the protection of the natural resources of the state from pollution, impairment or
destruction. Includes historic sites in the definition of natural resources. Authorizes the court to
hold the defendant accountable for the protection of natural resources of the state from
pollution, impairment or destruction.




