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Project Description:  Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) proposes to inspect and, 
if necessary, repair three anomalies identified by previous in-line inspections of a 36 inch 
diameter gas pipeline.  Anomalies are deviations from expected conditions detected during 
the inline inspection.  The State Water Board also proposes to certify, with technical 
conditions, project activities that have the potential for discharge of dredged or fill materials 
to waters of the U.S. and waters of the State.   
 
The Project Area consists of three separate pipeline “anomalies” (Sites 1, 2, and 3, See Fig. 
1).  Anomalies are points where possible defects in the pipeline may exist.  Sites 1 and 2 
are located north and south of Camino Diablo Road, respectively, in Contra Costa County 
(Site 1 -121 degrees 42'52"/ 37 degrees 52'38", Site 2 -121 degrees 42'48"/ 37 degrees 
52'30").  Site 3 is located in Alameda County approximately two miles north of Interstate 
580 and 0.45 miles west of Vasco Road near Livermore (Site 3 -121 degrees 43'59"/ 37 
degrees 43'55").  
 
As part of the verification of in-line inspection results, an external direct examination of the 
pipeline is required to gather data to validate the in-line inspection results and verify the 
integrity of the pipeline.  As a result of the external direct examination, a repair may be 
made to restore the integrity of the pipeline.  Each pipeline anomaly will require excavation 
of a 10 foot x 20 foot hole placed within a 50 foot x 50 foot work area.  Soil from the 
excavation will be stockpiled alongside the pipe, within the work area and outside of any 
wetland areas.  After the pipe has been exposed, examined, and repaired, a protective 
epoxy coat will be applied and the pipe trench will be backfilled.  The temporarily impacted 
areas will then be restored to pre-construction conditions. 
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Wetland features have been identified at Site 1.  A seasonal wetland is located in the work 
area of Site 1, and a vernal pool, that is to be avoided, is located immediately to the east of 
Site 1.  The access route to Site 3 crosses an alkali swale.  An alkali spring lies just upslope 
of the swale, and contributes some moisture to the drainage.  Many state and federally 
listed special status plants are associated with these types of alkali swales in the vicinity of 
the proposed project, but no special status species were identified at the site. 
 
The proposed project would pose less than significant impacts to resources with mitigation. 
  
 
Determination:  The State Water Resources Control Board has determined that the 
proposed project has the potential for significant effects to the environment, but that the 
proposed project would pose less than significant impacts to resources with mitigation.  A 
combination of avoidance, minimization, and compensatory mitigation measures are 
specified in the attached Initial Study. 
 
Terms and Conditions: 
 
In order to minimize the potential for the Project to adversely affect sensitive biological 
resources, PG&E has incorporated protective measures to be implemented during 
construction.  
 
Although less-than-significant impacts due to greenhouse gas emissions were found in the 
Initial Study, Mitigation Measures (MMs) for minimization of those less than significant 
impacts are included in the Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Plan (MMRP). 
 
APM-BIO-1:  PG&E will compensate for effects to listed amphibians and vernal pool 
crustaceans from disturbance of grassland and wetland habitat, with a minimum three to 
one compensation ratio as detailed below.  PG&E shall provide the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) and the State Water Board with proof of compensation at least twenty 
(20) work days prior to ground breaking. 
 
USFWS has estimated that all California red-legged frogs inhabiting 0.5 acre of suitable 
habitat will be subject to incidental take in the form of harm, harassment, capture, injury and 
death as a result of the project.  PG&E will compensate for effects to listed amphibians and 
vernal pool crustaceans from disturbance of grassland and wetland habitat, with a minimum 
three to one compensation ratio.   
 
Per the Biological Opinion issued for the project, USFWS has estimated that all longhorn 
fairy shrimp, vernal pool fairy shrimp, and vernal pool tadpole shrimp inhabiting 0.3 acre of 
seasonal wetlands will be subject to incidental take as a result of the project.  PG&E will 
compensate for effects to listed amphibians and vernal pool crustaceans from disturbance 
of grassland and wetland habitat, with a minimum three to one compensation ratio. 
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USFWS has estimated that all California Tiger Salamander inhabiting 0.5 acre of suitable 
habitat will be subject to incidental take in the form of harm, harassment, capture, injury and 
death as a result of the project.  PG&E will compensate for effects to listed amphibians and 
vernal pool crustaceans from disturbance of grassland and wetland habitat, with a minimum 
three to one compensation ratio.   
 
APM-BIO-2:  PG&E will implement all minimization measures described in USFWS 
January 26, 1999, Programmatic Formal Endangered Species Act Consultation on the 
Issuance of Permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act or Authorization under the 
Nationwide Permit Program for Projects that May Affect the California Red-legged Frog 
(Rana aurora draytonii) (Programmatic Consultation).   
 
APM-BIO-3: PG&E will submit the names and credentials of biologists who are proposed to 
perform preconstruction surveys and monitoring to USFWS for written approval at least 15 
days prior to the commencement of any activities.  A USFWS-approved biologist will survey 
the work sites two weeks before the onset of activities.  If California red-legged frogs, 
tadpoles, or eggs or any life stage of California tiger salamander are found, the approved 
biologist will contact the USFWS to determine if moving any of these life-stages is 
appropriate.  In making this determination USFWS shall consider if an appropriate 
relocation site exists.  If USFWS approves moving animals, the approved biologist shall be 
allowed sufficient time to move California red-legged frogs and/or California tiger 
salamander from the sites before work activities begin.  Only USFWS-approved biologists 
will participate in activities associated with the capture, handling, and monitoring of these 
species.  If a California red-legged frog and/or California tiger salamander is found nearby, 
but outside a site, it will not be disturbed and USFWS will be notified.  The biologist will also 
report any observations of vernal pool fairy shrimp, long horn fairy shrimp, vernal pool 
tadpole shrimp, and San Joaquin kit fox. 
 
APM-BIO-4: Before any construction activities begin on the project, a USFWS-approved 
biologist will conduct a training session for all construction personnel.  The training will 
include a description of the listed species with the potential to occur, their habitat, and the 
general measures that are being implemented to conserve the species as they relate to the 
project and the boundaries within which the project may accomplished (i.e. sites). 
 
APM-BIO-5:  A USFWS-approved biologist will be present on the work site until all 
minimization and avoidance measures have been completed.  After this time, a biological 
monitor, who has been trained per Conservation Measure 3 of the Biological Opinion, will 
remain on site during all construction activities, and will have the authority to halt any work 
activity that might result in impacts that exceed the levels anticipated by the Corps, 
USFWS, and the CDFG during review of the proposed action.  If work is stopped, the 
Corps, USFWS, and CDFG will be notified immediately by the USFWS-approved biologist 
or on-site monitor.  
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APM-BIO-6: During project activities, all trash, including that which may attract predators, 
will be properly contained, removed from the sites, and disposed of on a daily basis.  
Following construction, all trash and construction debris from sites will be removed. 
 
APM-BIO-7:  All fueling and maintenance of vehicles and other equipment and staging 
areas will occur at least 66 feet from any riparian habitat or water body.  PG&E will ensure 
contamination of habitat does not occur during such operations.  Prior to the start of 
construction, PG&E will prepare a plan to ensure a prompt and effective response to any 
accidental spills.  All workers will be informed of the importance of preventing spills and of 
the appropriate measures to take should a spill occur. 
 
APM-BIO-8:  A USFWS- and State Water Board approved biologist will ensure that the 
spread or introduction of invasive plant species will be avoided to the maximum extent 
possible.  When practical, invasive exotic plants in the project area will be removed.  
 
APM-BIO-9:  Project areas that are disturbed will be revegetated with an appropriate 
wetland or upland vegetation native seed mix.  Appropriate mulch or other surface 
protection will be applied as needed.  For all areas to be excavated topsoil will be stripped, 
stockpiled separately, and replaced at the end of the backfilling process.  Impermeable clay 
layers in the vicinity of vernal pools, if encountered, should be stockpiled separately and 
replaced to avoid or minimize potential indirect effects to the hydrology of local vernal pool 
complexes.   
 
APM-BIO-10:  The number of access routes, number and size of staging areas, and the 
total area of the activity will be limited to the minimum necessary to achieve the project 
goal.  Routes and boundaries will be clearly demarcated, and these areas will be outside of 
riparian and wetland areas to the extent feasible.  For the work in Site 3 where a seasonal 
wetland cannot be avoided, the 50 x 50 foot area will be delineated by fencing to limit 
impacts to adjacent wetland habitat.  Restoration will be performed where impacts occur in 
staging areas and access routes.  
 
APM-BIO-11:  Work activities will be completed between April 1 and November 1.  Should 
the proponent or applicant demonstrate a need to conduct activities outside this period, the 
Corps may authorize such activities after obtaining USFWS approval.  
 
APM-BIO-12:  PG&E will implement best management practices (BMPs)to control erosion 
during and after project implementation.   
 
APM-BIO-13:  A USFWS-approved biologist will permanently remove any individuals of 
exotic species, such as bullfrogs, crayfish, and centrarchid fishes from within the project 
area to the maximum extent possible. 
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APM-BIO-14:  A preconstruction nesting bird survey will be conducted for burrowing owls 
and other special status birds.  If active nests are found, buffers will be established to avoid 
impact to these species.  If adequate buffers cannot be established, construction work will 
be delayed until after the breeding season is fully completed or CDFG will be contacted to 
determine further action. 
 
APM-BIO-15:  A preconstruction survey for San Joaquin kit fox will be performed 14 to 30 
days prior to the beginning of ground disturbance.  Surveys will follow guidance described 
in USFWS’s 1999 Standardized Recommendations for Protection of the San Joaquin kit fox 
prior to or during ground disturbance. 
 
APM-BIO-16:  Project-related vehicles should observe a 20 mph speed limit in all project 
areas, except on county roads and State and Federal highways, particularly at night when 
San Joaquin kit foxes are most active.  To the extent possible, nighttime construction 
should be minimized.  Off-road traffic outside of designated project areas is prohibited. 
 
APM-BIO-17:  To prevent inadvertent entrapment of San Joaquin kit foxes, California red-
legged frogs or California Tiger salamanders during the construction phase of the project, 
all excavated, steep-walled holes or trenches more than 2 feet deep should be covered at 
the close of each working day by plywood or similar materials, or one or more escape 
ramps constructed of earth fill or wooden planks will be provided.  Before such holes or 
trenches are filled, they should be thoroughly inspected for trapped animals.  If at any time 
a trapped or injured kit fox is discovered, USFWS and CDFG will be notified immediately. 
 
APM-BIO-18:  San Joaquin kit foxes, California red-legged frogs, or California tiger 
salamanders are attracted to den-like structures such as pipes and may enter stored pipe 
becoming trapped or injured.  All construction pipes, culverts, or similar structures with a 
diameter of 4-inches or greater that are stored at a construction site for one or more 
overnight periods should be thoroughly inspected for these species before the pipe is 
subsequently buried, capped, or otherwise used or moved in any way.  If a San Joaquin kit 
fox is discovered inside a pipe, that section of pipe should not be moved until USFWS has 
been consulted.  If necessary, and under the direct supervision of the biologist, the pipe 
may be moved once to remove it from the path of construction activity, until the fox has 
escaped. 
 
APM-BIO-19:  To prevent harassment, mortality, or destruction of dens of San Joaquin kit 
foxes, California red-legged frog and/or California tiger salamander, no dogs, cats, or other 
pets shall be permitted on project sites. 
 
APM-BIO-20:  Steel plates or other equivalent protective measures as approved by the 
State Water Board, CDFG, and USFWS will be installed across the alkali swale which is 
crossed by the access route to Site 3, to avoid disturbance to the seasonal wetland and 
swale at that site. 
 
APM-BIO-21:  All excavated material shall be stored in the designated work areas. 



PG&E Gas Pipeline 303 In-Line Inspection and Repair Project 
 Mitigated Negative Declaration 

 - 6 -  

California Environmental Protection Agency 
 

  Recycled Paper 

 
APM-BIO-22:  Erosion control matting containing plastic mono-filament netting or similar 
material containing netting shall not be used at the project site because California red-
legged frogs, California tiger salamanders, and San Joaquin kit foxes may become 
entangled or trapped in it.  Acceptable substitutes include coconut coir matting, tackified 
hydroseeding compounds, or other materials as approved by USFWS and the State Water 
Board. 
 
APM-BIO-23:  All construction activity shall be confined within the Gas Line 303 ILI Repair 
Project site, which includes temporary access routes and work areas specifically 
designated and marked for these purposes.  At no time shall equipment or personnel be 
allowed to adversely affect areas outside the project site without authorization from USFWS 
and the State Water Board. 
 
APM-BIO-24:  The Gas Line 303 ILI Repair Project construction area shall be delineated 
with high visibility temporary fencing at least (4) feet in height, flagging, or other barriers to 
prevent encroachment of construction personnel and equipment onto any sensitive areas 
during project work activities.  Such fencing shall be inspected and maintained daily until 
completion of the project.  The fencing will be removed only when all construction 
equipment is removed from the site.  Actions within the project area shall be limited to 
vehicle and equipment operation on existing roads, and designated access routes.  No 
project activities will occur outside the delineated project construction area. 
 
APM-BIO-25:  Silt fencing will be used as needed in conjunction with the high visibility 
fencing to prevent soil and debris from entering sensitive areas.  Such fencing shall be 
inspected and maintained daily until completion of the project.  The fencing will be removed 
only when all construction equipment is removed from the site. 
 
APM-BIO-26:  Twenty-four (24) hours prior to any ground disturbance, pre-construction 
surveys shall be conducted for San Joaquin kit foxes, California tiger salamanders, 
California red-legged frogs, vernal pool crustaceans, and sensitive plants.  These surveys 
will consist of walking surveys of the project limits and adjacent areas accessible to the 
public to determine presence of the species. 
 
APM-BIO-27:  The project area shall be re-inspected by the monitoring biologist whenever 
a lapse in construction activity of two weeks or greater has occurred. 
 
APM-BIO-28:  Excavations shall be inspected in the morning before construction work 
starts to ensure that animals have not fallen in the trench or hold. 
 
APM-BIO-29:  Only a USFWS- approved biologist will be allowed to trap or capture 
California tiger salamanders and/or California red-legged frogs. 
 
APM-BIO-30:  If requested, during or upon completion of construction activities, the on-site 
biologist, and/or representative from PG&E shall accompany State Water Board, USFWS, 
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CDFG, and/or Corps personnel on an on site inspection of the site to review project effects 
on the San Joaquin kit fox, California red-legged frog, California tiger salamander, and/or 
vernal pool crustaceans and their habitats. 
 
APM-BIO-31:  The State Water Board shall ensure that PG&E complies with the Reporting 
Requirements of this biological opinion.   
 
APM-BIO-32:  PG&E shall make the terms and conditions of the biological opinion a 
required term in all contracts for the project that are issued by them to all contractors. 
 
APM-BIO-33:  PG&E shall provide the Resident Engineer or their designee with a copy of 
the biological opinion, and the Resident Engineer or their designee shall be responsible for 
implementing the conservation measures and Terms and Conditions of the biological 
opinion and shall be the point of contact for the project.  The Resident Engineer or their 
designee shall maintain a copy of the biological opinion on-site whenever construction is 
taking place.   
 
APM-BIO-34:  The name and full contact information of the Resident Engineer shall be 
provided to the State Water Board and USFWS at least thirty (30) calendar days prior to 
groundbreaking at the project.  Prior to ground breaking, the Resident Engineer must 
submit a letter to the State Water Boards and USFWS verifying that they possess a copy of 
the biological opinion and have read the Terms and Conditions. 
 
APM-BIO-35:  The PG&E on-site monitor shall have oversight over implementation of all 
the Terms and Conditions of the biological opinion, and shall have the authority to stop 
project activities, through communication with the Resident Engineer, if any of the 
requirements associated with these Terms and Conditions are not being fulfilled.  If the 
biologist/construction liaison has requested a stop work due to take of any of the listed 
species, the USFWS and CDFG will be notified within one (1) working day via email or 
telephone. 
 
APM-BIO-36:  PG&E will compensate for possible take for San Joaquin kit fox habitat to 
meet CDFG full mitigation requirements for offsite compensation, on a one to one ratio or 
other ratio approved by CDFG and USFWS as required. 
 
APM-CULT-1:  Should previously unidentified archeological resources (e.g., metal, glass, 
ceramic refuse, privies, wells, etc.) or human remains be encountered during construction, 
work within the immediate vicinity of the find will stop until such time that a qualified 
archaeologist can evaluate the find and make appropriate recommendations for mitigation, 
if warranted.  If the find includes bones or any other human remains, the County Coroner 
will immediately be notified.  At the same time a qualified archaeologist should be contacted 
to evaluate the discovery.  If the human remains are of Native American origin, the Coroner 
must notify the Native American Heritage Commission within 48 hours of this identification. 
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APM-CULT-2:  In the event that previously unidentified fossil remains are encountered 
during project construction, a qualified paleontological specialist will be contacted.  
Construction within the immediate vicinity of the find will be temporarily halted or diverted 
until a qualified vertebrate paleontologist examines the discovery.  If the find is potentially 
significant, the paleontologist will contact the appropriate agencies or educational 
institutions to determine procedures for salvage and disposition of the fossils that should be 
followed before construction is allowed to resume at the location of the find. 
 
APM-CULT-3:  If human remains of Native American origin are found, the Coroner must 
notify the Native American Heritage Commission within 48 hours of this identification.   
 
APM-GHG-1:  Encourage the use of bio-diesel fuel for diesel-powered equipment and 
vehicles. 
 
APM-GHG-2:  Encourage construction workers to carpool. 
 
APM-GHG-3:  Encourage the recycling of construction waste. 
 
APM-GHG4:  Idling of construction vehicles will be kept to the minimum required to perform 
the work.  Unnecessary engine idling will be discouraged. 
 
 
 
 
Contact Person:  Cliff Harvey  Telephone:  (916) 558-1709 

 email: CHarvey@waterboards.ca.gov 

 
Approved: 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Executive Director Date 
 
 
 
 


