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APPLICATION PROCESS

What is the 2-step grant application process?

Step 1 is the concept proposal phase.  Applicants must submit a concept proposal by May 9, 2003 to be eligible to submit a full proposal in Step 2.  Only those applicants that meet program eligibility requirements and are considered competitive after technical review will be invited to develop their concepts into full proposals.  An invitation to submit a full proposal in Step 2 is not a guarantee of funding.

When are Concept Proposals due?

Concept proposals are due on May 9, 2003 at the SWRCB office in downtown Sacramento no later than 5 p.m.   A postmark is not acceptable; we must have your proposal at the SWRCB office by 5 p.m. on May 9, 2003.  You are encouraged to submit your concept proposals well before the due date.  

Where do I submit my Concept Proposal?

Please do not submit your concept proposal to the Regional Board office.  Submit your concept proposal to the State Water Resources Control Board at the following address (allow for adequate mailing time for us to receive your proposal by May 9, 2003):

DFA – GRANTS 

Division of Financial Assistance

State Water Resources Control Board

1001 I Street, 16th Floor

Sacramento, California  95814.

What is a PIN, and why do I need one?  

PIN is an acronym for Proposal Identification Number.  This number will be assigned to your concept proposal as a unique identifier for tracking your project through the entire process.  Call 1-866-434-1083 and the staff person will assign you a PIN.  

Should I wait until my Concept Proposal is complete before calling for a PIN?  

No.  You should call for a PIN as soon as possible after deciding to prepare a concept proposal.  You will enter your PIN at the top of Attachment 1, the application form.

Do I need to get a new PIN if the lead applicant/organization changes, but the project remains the same?

No, you do not need a new PIN if it is the same project.  Please call us at 1-866-434-1083 with the name of the new lead applicant/organization.

Does the project description have to be five pages long?

The maximum allowed length of the project description narrative is five pages.  If you can adequately describe your project in less than five pages, you may do so.

How do I determine which grant program check boxes to mark on Attachment 1?

Please call your regional board representative to determine which grant programs your project may be eligible for.  The review and selection process will determine how competitive your project is in each of the various programs.

Why do I need to break Land Use Category into Subcategories? 

The Land Use Category and Subcategory will help both the reviewer and the applicant in identifying the possible cause of pollution or problem.  It will be useful for SWRCB because we need to identify the environmental indicators for each project.

Does question 13 on the application apply only to the Lead Agency’s previous grant award(s) in the watershed? 

No.  We would like to know of any grants previously awarded to fund work in the watershed, and the sources of those grants.  We do not expect an exhaustive research effort; if there is significant collaboration in your watershed then it should not be difficult to obtain this information.  

How many PINs are required if the applicant is submitting multiple proposals?

A pin number is required for each individual proposal, even if the proposals are from the same applicant.

Can the applicant contact someone for a pre-submittal consultation?

Yes.  See Attachment 6 of the RFCP for contact information.
How should time periods be described in the proposal (i.e. length of time vs. dates)?

There is no preference, as long as your description is clear.

Are there restrictions on the software used to write the proposal?

Electronic files in Microsoft (MS) Word 97 format are preferred; however, this is not a requirement.  If you cannot comply with this request, call your Regional Water Quality Control Board representative for assistance prior to submitting an application.  

Is there a specific format for the narrative (i.e. do the six items in Attachment 2 need to be restated and then answered, or can they just mark the number and the corresponding answer)?  

There is no specific format, just be sure your proposal description addresses the six listed areas.

I am having difficulty with downloading/entering information into Attachment 1.  

Please call or e-mail Mark Magtoto at (916) 341-5481 or  magtm@dwq.swrcb.ca.gov and provide a description of your problem and he will assist you.  If unable to contact Mark, contact someone listed on Attachment 6 for assistance.
