ATTACHMENT 8

CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 319 NONPOINT SOURCE 

IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM

Program Criteria:

The program criteria indicate that a priority for CWA Section 319 is to support projects that implement TMDLs with watershed-based plans, and also include appropriate performance measures and water quality monitoring.  The purpose of directing funds to support TMDL implementation with watershed-based plans is to implement pollution control measures for high priority impaired waterbodies based on technically sound science and planning. The state now has 93 existing TMDLs and is actively developing approximately 100 additional TMDLs.  Information on existing Total Maximum Daily Loads or those currently under development can be found at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/funding/docs/tmdllist.doc
.  The program selection criteria are as follows:
· Implements water quality improvements for an impaired waterbody to help achieve the goals of an existing Total Maximum Daily Load or a Total Maximum Daily Load under development.  Guidance: Projects to implement an existing TMDL(s) that achieve quantifiable load reductions consistent with specific TMDL load allocations will score best. Projects that implement a TMDL(s) currently under development or that have weak connections to an existing TMDL will not score as well.  Projects that do not implement a TMDL will score the lowest.  

· Implements water quality improvements identified in a local watershed plan. Guidance: Projects that implement one or more high priority water quality improvements identified in a local plan will score best.  Projects that do not implement water quality improvements identified in a plan will score the lowest. U.S. EPA has established national requirements for watershed-based plans.  California is addressing this requirement through various planning documents.  For more information see additional information as described below, and consult with your Regional Board and U.S. EPA contact.  

· Includes activities that will contribute to ongoing implementation within the watershed being addressed and will promote implementation throughout other areas.  Guidance:  Projects that include specific activities that contribute to ongoing implementation within the watershed being addressed and implementation throughout other areas in the state will score best.  Projects that do not contribution to ongoing implementation will score the lowest.

· Includes appropriate performance measures and water quality monitoring.    Guidance: Projects that include appropriate performance measures and water quality monitoring will score best.  Projects that address sediment and nutrient reductions must report annual estimated load reductions.  Projects that do not include performance measures or monitoring will score the lowest.

Description of Required Elements of a Watershed-Based Plan:

To ensure that Section 319 projects make progress towards restoring waters impaired by nonpoint source pollution, watershed-based plans that are implemented with Section 319 funds to address 303(d)-listed waters must include at least the elements listed below.  The watershed planning process should be dynamic and iterative to assure that projects whose plans address each of these nine elements may proceed even though some of the information in the plan is imperfect and may need to be modified over time as information improves.  Existing plans may be used as building blocks for plans that meet these nine elements.  U.S. EPA believes that these nine elements are critical to assure that public funds to address nonpoint source water pollution are used effectively.  

a.  
An identification of the causes and sources or groups of similar sources that will need to be controlled to achieve the load reductions estimated in this watershed-based plan. 

b.  
An estimate of the load reductions expected for the management measures described under paragraph (c) below.
c. 
A description of the NPS management measures that will need to be implemented to achieve the load reductions estimated under paragraph (b) above and an identification (using a map or a description) of the critical areas in which those measures will be needed to implement this plan.

d. 
An estimate of the amounts of technical and financial assistance needed, associated costs, and/or the sources and authorities that will be relied upon, to implement this plan.  

e.
An information/education component that will be used to enhance public understanding of the project and encourage their early and continued participation in selecting, designing, and implementing the NPS management measures that will be implemented.

f.
A schedule for implementing the NPS management measures identified in this plan that is reasonably expeditious.

g.
A description of interim, measurable milestones for determining whether NPS management measures or other control actions are being implemented.

h.
A set of criteria that can be used to determine whether loading reductions are being achieved over time and substantial progress is being made toward attaining water quality standards and, if not, the criteria for determining whether this watershed-based plan needs to be revised or, if a NPS TMDL has been established, whether the NPS TMDL needs to be revised.

i.
A monitoring component to evaluate the effectiveness of the implementation efforts over time, measured against the criteria established under item (h) immediately above.  

You may also refer to the full text of the Section 319 guidelines that is available on EPA’s NPS website at: http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/Section319/319guide03.html
Ineligible Section 319 Activities:

Activities that are ineligible for CWA Section 319 funding include planning, studies, design, research, Total Maximum Daily Load development, underground tank cleanup, activities undertaken pursuant to a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit (including storm water), and the purchase of real estate and easements.

