
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
If your project has the potential to affect biological resources  
or historic properties, the consultation process can be 
lengthy. Please contact the State Water Board staff early 
in your planning process to discuss what additional 
information may be needed for your specific project. 

Please contact your State Water Board Project Manager  
or Mr. Ahmad Kashkoli at (916) 341-5855 or  
Ahmad.Kashkoli@waterboards.ca.gov for more 
information related to the CWSRF Program environmental 
review process and requirements.
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National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 
Section 106 of the NHPA requires an analysis of the effects 
on  “historic properties.”  The Section 106 process is designed 
to accommodate historic preservation concerns for federal 
actions with the potential to affect historic properties. Early 
consultation with appropriate government agencies, Indian 
tribes, and members of the public, will ensure that their  
views and concerns are addressed during the planning phase.

Historic properties (i.e., buildings, structures, objects, 
and archaeological sites 50 years or older) are properties 
that are included in the National Register of Historic 
Places or meet the criteria for the National Register.

Required Documents: 
✓A draft State Historic Preservation Officer consultation 

request letter; and

✓A cultural resources report on historic properties conducted 
according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, 
including: 

• A clearly defined Area of Potential Effect (APE), 
specifying the length, width, and depth of excavation, 
with a map clearly illustrating the project APE;

•  A records search, less than one year old, extending to a 
half-mile beyond the project APE;

• Written description of field methods;

• Identification and evaluation of historic properties 
within the project’s APE; and

• Documentation of consultation with the Native 
American Heritage Commission and local Native 
American tribes.
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FEDERAL CROSS-CUTTING REGULATIONS ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
REQUIREMENTS
The Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Program is 
partially funded by the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), and is subject to federal environmental regulations 
as well as the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
All applicants seeking CWSRF financing must comply with 
both CEQA and the federal cross-cutting regulations. The 
"Environmental Package" provides the forms and instructions 
needed to complete the environmental review requirements 
for CWSRF financing. The forms and instructions are available 
at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/
programs/grants_loans/srf/srf_forms.shtml.

Lead Agency/Applicant
The applicant will generally act as the "Lead Agency" for 
environmental review. It will prepare, circulate, and consider 
the environmental documents prior to approving the 
project. It also provides the State Water Board with copies 
of the CEQA documents, and a completed “Environmental 
Evaluation Form for Environmental Review and Federal 
Coordination” (http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/
water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/docs/forms/
application_environmental_package.pdf) with supporting 
documents as part of the "Environmental Package."

Responsible Agency/State Water Board
The State Water Board acts on behalf of EPA to review and 
consider the environmental documents before approving 
financing. The State Water Board may require additional 
studies or documentation to make its own CEQA findings, as 
well as circulate CEQA documents and other environmental 
reports to relevant federal agencies for consultation before 
making a determination about the project financing.  

The Applicant must address all relevant federal agencies' 
comments before project financing is approved. 

The CWSRF Program requires consultation with 
relevant federal agencies on the following federal 
environmental regulations, if applicable to the project: 

• Clean Air Act
• Coastal Barriers Resources Act
• Coastal Zone Management Act
• Endangered Species Act
• Environmental Justice 
• Farmland Protection Policy Act
• Floodplain Management
• Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation  

and Management Act
• Migratory Bird Treaty Act
• National Historic Preservation Act
• Protection of Wetlands
• Safe Drinking Water Act,  

Sole Source Aquifer Protection
• Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

The following is a brief overview of requirements 
for some of the key regulations.  

Clean Air Act (CAA) 
The CAA general conformity analysis only applies to 
projects in areas not meeting the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards or subject to a maintenance plan. 

If project emissions are below the federal “de minimis” levels 
then: 

• A  general conformity analysis is not required. 

If project emissions are above the federal “de minimis” levels 
then: 

• A general conformity determination for the project must 
be made. A general conformity determination can be 
made if facilities are sized to meet the needs of current 
population projections used in an approved State 
Implementation Plan for air quality. 

• Using population projections, applicants must explain 
how the proposed capacity increase was calculated.

An air quality modeling analysis is necessary of 
all projects for the following criteria pollutants, 
regardless of attainment status: 

• Carbon monoxide 
• Lead                                                    
• Oxides of nitrogen
• Ozone    
• Particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10)
• Sulfur dioxide

Endangered Species Act (ESA)
The ESA requires an analysis of the effects on federally listed 
species. The State Water Board will determine the project’s 
potential effects on federally listed species, and will initiate 
informal/formal consultation with the United States Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and/or the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, as necessary under Section 7 of the ESA.

Required Documents: 
✓A species list, less than one year old, from the USFWS and 

the  California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Natural 
Diversity Database;

✓A biological survey conducted during the appropriate  
time of year; 

✓Maps or documents (biological reports or biological 
assessments, if necessary); and 

✓An assessment of the direct or indirect impacts to any  
federally listed species and/or critical habitat. If no effects  
are expected, explain why and provide the  supporting 
evidence.


