
CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will be made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website.

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  Skip Areas that Do Not Apply to Your Project.

Date filled out: April 01, 2002

 

A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Project Title: Eel River Cooperative Sediment Reduction and Water Quality Improvement Program, Phase II

2. Project Purpose – Problem  / Goals ("why" the project): As stated in their “Eel River Action Plan”, CDF&G has identified excessive sediment, loss of riparian habitat, and elevated stream temperatures as three of the most common forms of watershed degradation within the Eel River and its tributaries.  Road building and past land use practices, coupled with the extreme floods of 1955 and 1964, have caused extensive damage to watershed function and fisheries habitat.  Erosion control and the reduction of sediment delivery to stream courses, as well as the protection and enhancement of riparian corridors, should begin to address the water quality problems of turbidity, sedimentation, and elevated water temperatures.

3. Project Abstract (brief description of project): The goals of the Eel River Cooperative Sediment Reduction Project are three fold: 1) reduce erosion and sediment delivery to stream systems 2) improve and enhance riparian habitat, and 3) eventually improve water temperatures for anadromous fish.  Humboldt County Resource Conservation District will accomplish this by working with interested landowners and the other cooperators in two priority Eel River tributaries, to identify, prioritize, and implement erosion prevention and riparian corridor enhancement projects.

5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prop 13       FORMCHECKBOX 
 EPA 319h grant        

B) Project Contact:



Name:  Curtis Ihle
Job Title:  Project Director

Organization: Humboldt County Resource Conservation District
Webpage Address: N/A

Address: 5630 So. Broadway, Eureka, CA 95503

Phone: 707-442-6058 x. 5
Fax number: 707-442-7514

Email: hcrcd@yahoo.com


C. Project Time Frame: Refers to the implementation period of project. 

From: December 2001
To: March 2003

D) Participant Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project: Participating landowners, California Department of Fish & Game, Eel River Watershed Improvement Group, Yager/Van Duzen Environmental Stewards, Seely Creek Watershed Association, Humboldt County Farm Bureau, The Pacific Lumber Company, Natural Resources Conservation Service, U.C. Cooperative Extension Livestock and Natural Resources Advisor, Fortuna High School, Fortuna Creeks Project, and Environmental Protection Agency.

E) Location:  

1.  Size of Project (include units): This project will include two priority tributaries within the Eel River watershed, which include the South Fork Eel River and Van Duzen River and their tributaries.  There are 16 landowner projects in these areas.  The South Fork Eel River watershed covers 689 square miles through Mendocino and Humboldt Counties in northern California.
2. Counties included in project: Humboldt County.

F) Biography of Group: The Humboldt County Resource Conservation District (HCRCD) is a special District formed in 1987 under Division 9 of the California State Resources Code to coordinate voluntary, locally-led federal, state, and local programs that meet the conservation needs of private landholders of Humboldt County.  The District has a strong history and reputation as a leader promoting locally lead, voluntary conservation in the Eel River.  HCRCD has worked hand in hand with private landowners to improve water quality, reduce soil erosion, and improve fisheries habitat.  HCRCD has also played a key leadership role in the creation of a network of locally lead groups and organizations melding current conservation needs with private landowner concerns.




G) Biography of Project: Through a current 205j contract (Eel River Watersheds Cooperative Planning Effort), HCRCD has established functioning Local Watershed Advisory Groups (LWAGs) within the VDR and the SF Eel.  These groups have assisted HCRCD with the review of existing resource information and the establishment of framework plans which will form the basis for carrying out further site-specific assessment/planning and project implementation.  These groups have also assisted with review and recommendations for the 319(h) Eel River Cooperative Sediment Reduction and Water Quality Improvement Program, Phase I through 2000 and 2001.  HCRCD will be completing the current 319(h) Eel River Cooperative Sediment Reduction and Water Quality Improvement Program – “Phase I” during the summer and fall of 2002.




H) Short-term Goals: The goals for this Eel River Sediment Reduction and Water Quality Improvement Program are to work with interested landowners in the Van Duzen River and South Fork Eel River watersheds to implement erosion prevention/ control and riparian improvement projects on their property.  The goals of this program are three fold: 1) reduce erosion and sediment delivery to stream systems 2) improve and enhance riparian habitat, and 3) improve instream habitat conditions and water temperatures for anadromous fish.




I) Long-term Goals: The overall targeted conditions for the Eel River are established by the “Eel River Action Plan” by the CDF&G and the Total Maximum Daily Load documents.  These conditions are intended to accomplish the following objectives: 1) improvement of spawning gravel for salmon and steelhead, 2) improvement in channel complexity and lower bed elevations, 3) reduction in the risk of sediment delivery from hillslope sources to watercourses, and 4) improvement of the native riparian canopy with the eventual improvement of stream water temperatures.  These objectives will be accomplished by implementing the following erosion prevention/control treatments: 1) road upgrading treatments, 2) road decommissioning, and 3) gully stabilization treatments.  Riparian habitat improvements will include; 1) fencing to limit livestock access to riparian corridors, 2) development of alternative watering sources, 3) riparian corridor revegetation, and 4) bank stabilization.


PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.
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