
CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website.

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  Skip Areas that Do Not Apply to Your Project.

Date filled out:
A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Project Title: Solutions for Sediment Reduction in the Gualala River Watershed

2. Project Purpose – Problem  / Goals ("why" the project): Implementation of sediment reduction projects in the Gualala 

River Watershed and its tributaries including monitoring of these projects to determine if they do improve water quality.

3. Project Abstract (brief description of project): Past land use practices in the fragile and highly erosive landscape have 

contributed to erosion and mass wasting, producing sedimentation in the Gualala River and its tributaries.  That 

sedimentation is believed to be a major factor to the decline of historic runs of salmon and steelhead. Sedimentation is a 

result of a variety of factors, including mass wasting, roads and surface erosion from various land use practices.

In order to address enhancement of the salmonid populations in the Gualala River watershed, the 7,000-acre Fuller Creek 

sub-basin has been chosen to complete assessments and to implement restoration actions including monitoring of these 

projects to determine the extent of improved water quality. Through this project,, the Fuller Creek watershed will be used 

as a pilot program for designing the framework for a complete Gualala River plan. In addition, addressing the upcoming 

TMDL requirements in the Fuller Creek sub-basin with voluntary solutions could very well set precedent for the entire 

Gualala River Watershed.

The objective of this project is to improve water quality through collaboration between public agencies, community 

groups, and private landowners. The project involves a three-year incremental process to implement non-point source 

controls (road improvements) and to develop a mechanism for further assessments and implementation for reducing 

sedimentation in the watershed. The assessment and implementation will be aimed at improving water quality by 

reducing up-slope erosion impacts to the aquatic resources, improving the riparian zone, and enhancing anadromous

 salmonid habitat in the tributaries and main stem of the Gualala River watershed.



5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
     Prop 13            X EPA 319h grant 

B) Project Contact:



Name: Kerry Williams
Job Title: District Manager

Organization: Sotoyome Resource Conservation District
Webpage Address: http://sonomamarinrcds.org


Address: P.O. Box 11526, Santa Rosa, CA 95406-1526

Phone: (707) 569-1448
Fax number: (707) 569-0434

Email: sotorcd@sonic.net 


C. Project Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of project. 

From: June 15, 2000
To: June 15, 2003

D) Participant Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project. : Sotoyome Resource Conservation District, Gualala River Watershed Council, Mendocino Resource Conservation District, CA. Dept. of Fish & Game, CA. Dept. of Forestry & Fire Protection, State Coastal Conservancy, Gualala River Steelhead Project, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, Pacific Watershed Associates, Circuit Rider Productions, Inc. O’Connor Environmental, Inc., Mendocino County Water Agency, Redwood Coast Land Conservancy, Kendall Jackson Vineyards, Strategic Timber Trust, Mendocino Redwood Co., Gualala Redwoods, Inc. U. S. Environmental Protection Agency and Matrix of Change

E) Location: Gualala River Watershed, Fuller Creek Sub-basin 

1.  Size of Project : Gualala River - 300 square miles and the Fuller Creek watershed - 7,000-acres      
2. Counties included in project: Sonoma and Mendocino

F) Biography of Group: : 


   The Sotoyome Resource Conservation District and the Gualala River Watershed Council are working together in

 developing a Gualala River watershed management plan with the objective of facilitating positive relationships 

among landowners, agencies and other stake-holders in order to enhance and preserve the natural resources of the 

watershed – especially water quality.  The Sotoyome Resource Conservation District has been in existence since 1946 

and has extensive experience working with landowners and has developed solid relationships with their cooperators. 

The purpose of the SRCD is to focus on soil, water and related natural resource  Problems, and to enlist and coordinate 

assistance from private and public agencies that can contribute to accomplishing sound land use. The Sotoyome RCD 

and the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service have been working together to provide technical and financial

assistance to help landowners and resource users develop locally driven solutions to address a broad range of natural 

resource concerns, including watershed management and protection of water quality. The SRCD has helped land users 

and communities approach  conservation planning and application of conservation systems with an understanding 

of how natural resources relate to each other and to all of us and how our activities affect those resources.  The main 

goals of the SRCD are to 1) maintain and enhance the health of our natural resources by stressing prevention and 

stewardship; 2) development of local leadership by focusing on local planning, site-specific  solutions and volunteer 

monitoring; and 3) to ensure voluntary, cooperative implementation of conservation practices by providing 

adequate opportunities for full participation by local residents in all aspects of the watershed restoration efforts. 

The Sotoyome RCD has long recognized the need for comprehensive watershed based programs of voluntary

 cooperation, financial incentives and assistance, training, education, technology transfer and project implementation 

as means to attain water quality goals in the long and short term.

The Gualala River Watershed Council was formed in the spring of 1997 due to concerns about the health of the 

watershed and the desire to address problems in the Gualala River watershed. One of the main goals for starting up the

council was to work with the Regional Water Quality Control Board to develop Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL),

 which is required on the Gualala River by 2001. The Gualala River Watershed Council (GRWC) is a forum for 

Gualala River landowners, resource managers, agencies and interested parties to share their ideas and knowledge 

about the ecology and land uses in the Gualala River watershed aimed at achieving the following goals:

1)building upon existing efforts supporting sound resource management, 

2) promoting educational opportunities about watershed  functions, 

3) maintaining and improving watershed resource values, 

4) encouraging stewardship of the natural resources, 

5) influencing decisions on land use within the watershed, and 

6) addressing Clean Water Act Section 303 (d) “TMDL” (Water Quality Attainment Strategy), while maintaining the 

economic viability of landowners and other users.  The GRWC will work towards attaining these goals  by identifying 

and defining problems to address watershed assessment, developing an enhancement plan, and implementing solutions 

on a prioritized-basis using “sound science, common sense, and a cooperative, collaborative approach to maximize 

the goals of all the parties to the extent possible.

This 319(h) project a component of the goals of both the Sotoyome RCD and the Gualala River Watershed Council 

as well as watershed management efforts being implemented by several public agencies and community groups. These 

efforts include: the North Coast Regional Board Basin Plan and determination of TMDL sedimentation rates, Dept. of 

Fish & Game habitat typing, and the Gualala River Steelhead Project wood in stream projects.




The Gualala River is a coastal river located in northern Sonoma and southern Mendocino counties. The watershed encompasses about 300 square miles of mountainous rugged terrain with elevations ranging from sea level to over 2,650 feet. The Gualala River watershed is primarily private timberland, with three industrial timber companies (Gualala Redwoods, Inc., Strategic Timber Trust/Pioneer Resources, and Mendocino Redwood Co.) comprising the major ownership with 40% of the watershed on their properties. And extensive historical and existing road network serves the timber industry, a large portion of the historical roads contributing to erosion and sedimentation. The road networks are particularly dense in the Wheatfield Fork and the eastern side of the lower South Fork. The Gualala River basin provides for the following beneficial uses of water: wildlife and waterfowl habitat, recreational tourism, drinking water supply, and until recently a renown salmonid fishery.

In 1993, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency listed the Gualala River on its federal Clean Water Act list of impaired water bodies due to the declines in anadromous salmonids from excessive sedimentation. Coho salmon were listed as “threatened” in the Gualala River in April 1997 under the federal Endangered Species Act, and steelhead trout are being considered for listing as well. Failure to develop an assessment of impacts, an implementation plan and mechanism to restore the salmonid populations may well result in their eventual extinction. Past land use practices, particularly road construction resulting in failures, in the fragile and highly erosive landscape of the watershed have contributed to erosion and mass wasting, producing sedimentation in the river and its tributaries.  According to the Dept. of Fish and Game survey reports, that sedimentation is a major contributing factor to the decline of historic runs of salmon and steelhead trout because it increase the fine sediment in the streambed, which impairs the quality of spawning gravels, fills rearing pools, and reduces macroinvertebrate food production.  

In order to address enhancement of the salmonid populations in the Gualala River watershed, the 7,000-acre Fuller Creek sub-basin has been chosen to complete assessments and to implement restorations actions including monitoring of these projects to determine the efficacy in improving water quality. Addressing the upcoming TMDL requirements in the Fuller Creek sub-basin with voluntary solutions could very well set a precedent for the entire Gualala River Watershed.
The purpose of the project is to improve water quality through collaboration between public agencies, community groups and private landowners.  The project involves a three-year incremental process to implement completed watershed assessments and to develop a mechanism for further assessments and implementation of sedimentation reduction projects throughout the watershed. The assessment and implementation work is aimed at improving water quality by reducing upslope erosion impacts to the aquatic resources, improving the riparian zone, and enhancing anadromous salmonid habitat in the tributaries and the mainstem of the Gualala River.

H) Short-term Goals: :      


1) Develop and coordinate a technical advisory committee to provide technical expertise on projects funded through this proposal and to assess next areas in need of assessment for the identification of future implementation projects.

2)Implement road improvements in the Fuller Creek watershed as identified in the road inventories done by Pacific Watershed Associates and Gualala Redwood, Inc.

3)Identification of monitoring sites and development to establish baseline data for the Fuller Creek Watershed

4)Development and coordination of a voluntary citizen/landowner monitoring program utilizing EPA’s Rapid Bioassessment Program to Monitor implementation projects

5)Expand existing outreach and education program by holding workshops on assessments, road improvements, watershed stewardship water quality monitoring and best management practices

6)Development of an ArcView Database for the Fuller Creek Watershed

7)Support and further development of the Gualala River Watershed Council

I) Long-term Goals: 
1) Development of a comprehensive monitoring plan, based on the data collected in the Fuller Creek Watershed, to be used for the entire Gualala River Watershed

2) Using the data compiled in the ArcView Database from existing data and data collected under this project to use the database as an evaluation tool for determining monitoring sites and to prioritize future implementation projects

3) To develop a Gualala River Watershed management plan

4) To improve water quality and salmonid habitat throughout the entire Gualala River Watershed

5) To assist with the development of the TMDL’s for the Gualala River due by December 31, 2001.




PAMELA PARKER, PROGRAM ANALYST

WATERSHED PROJECT SUPPORT SECTION

DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

STATE WATER SOURCES CONTROL BOARD

1001 I STREET, 15th Floor

SACRAMENTO, CA  95814

parkp@dwq.swrcb.ca.gov

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!!  Mail completed form to address above.  You will be notified when your information is on-line.
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