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CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website (see address below).

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  If field is not applicable, please put N/A in block.

Date filled out:August 20, 2004 

	A) Contract Information Please use complete phrases/sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

	1. Contract Number: 03-212-551-0

	2. Project Title: Humboldt Bay Water Quality Improvement Program (HBWQIP)

	3. Project Purpose – Problem: 

The Humboldt Bay watershed’s water quality is impacted by unnaturally high levels of sediment, primarily from accelerated erosion related to timber harvesting and road construction operations.  In addition, bacterial contamination from confined animal facilities, manure application, sub-standard septic systems, and polluted urban runoff are impacting coastal resources.   For over two (2) decades, local restoration groups and public trust agencies have been working to protect and improve the water quality and fisheries habitat of Humboldt Bay and its tributary streams – Jacoby Creek, Freshwater Creek, Elk River, Salmon Creek, and the creeks of Arcata and Eureka. However, non-point source (NPS) pollution is difficult to control, and the results of over twenty-five (25) years of effort such as road decommissioning, hatcheries, in-stream and riparian restoration, and timber harvest review have not been evaluated.  Efforts to reduce sediment pollution in the watershed have increased significantly in the past five (5) years, yet the question remains, “Are we making progress?”  The only way to know if the combined efforts of agencies, watershed groups, landowners, and restoration professionals are having an effect is through consistent, coordinated, and accurate monitoring of ambient water quality.

  

	4. Project Goals:

	a. Short-term Goals: The short term goals of the HBWQIP are (1) to strategize ways to improve water quality monitoring 

data compatibility and data storage in order to facilitate coordinated monitoring in the Humboldt Bay Watershed 

while at the same time supporting existing monitoring efforts; and (2) to engage local citizens in hands on monitoring 

activities and education programs in order to reduce NPS pollution.

	b. Long-term Goals: The long-term goal of the Humboldt Bay Water Quality Improvement Program (HBWQIP) is to protect and improve the water quality and environment of the Humboldt Bay and its tributaries through: (1) coordinated monitoring of non-point source pollution; and (2) conducting public education, outreach, and participation program to reduce pollution from urban runoff and septic systems.



	5. Project Location: (lat/longs, watershed, etc.) 40 deg. 50’ 37” North 125 deg. 04’ 53” West

	    a. Physical Size of Project: (miles, acres, sq. ft., etc.) 200 sq. mi.          
	b. Counties included in the project: Humboldt

	    c. Legislative Districts: (Assembly and Senate) Assembly-1, Senate-02
	

	6. Which SWRCB program is funding this contract?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
___ Prop 13     X   EPA 319(h)     ___ Other       

	B) Contract Contact:  Refers to contract project director.


	Name:  Ruth Blyther
	Job Title:  Natural Resources Services, Program Director

	Organization: Redwood Community Action Agency
	Webpage Address: www.rcaa.org/nrs

	Address: 904 G Street Eureka CA 95501

	Phone: 707-269-2066
	Fax number: 707-445-0884

	Email: ruth@rcaa.org
	

	C. Contract Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of the contract. 

	From: June 2004
	To: March 2006

	D) Project Partner Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project.  City of Arcata, City of Eureka, 

Salmon Forever, the Humboldt Bay Watershed Advisory Committee, the Institute for Riverine Ecosystems 

	E) Nutrient and Sediment Load Reduction Projection (if applicable): N/A  
	

	


PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.  ALL APPLICABLE FIELDS ARE MANDATORY.  IF FIELD IS NOT APPLICABLE, PLEASE PUT N/A IN BLOCK.  INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL BE RETURNED.  THE ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THIS FORM CAN BE FOUND AT:   http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/nps/319hproj.html.
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