
CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website.

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  Skip Areas that Do Not Apply to Your Project.

Date filled out:
A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Project Title: Walker Creek Watershed Enhancement Program (00-083-252-0)

2. Project Purpose – Problem  / Goals ("why" the project): 

The primary goal of the project is to implement activities that will demonstrate practical, farmer-friendly management practices for improving water quality in Walker Creek, with particular focus on riparian restoration.  



3. Project Abstract (brief description of project): 

The project will include outreach and education, implementation of specific erosion control and restoration work, monitoring and evaluation, and reporting. The scope of this grant is an outgrowth of the MCRCD’s recent landowner outreach efforts involving the creation of a Walker Creek Watershed Enhancement Plan. The watershed plan includes goals and objectives, an erosion site assessment, vegetation study, and project monitoring guidelines.  Funding for these studies is being provided by a grant through the California Department of Fish and Game and will be used as a match for this grant. The results of the watershed plan and studies will guide the implementation of projects under the scope of this grant.



5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prop 13       FORMCHECKBOX 
 EPA 319h grant        

B) Project Contact:



Name:  Nancy Scolari
Job Title:  Executive Director

Organization: Marin Resource Conservation District 
Web Page Address: www.sonomamarinrcds.org

Address: P.O. Box 1146, Point Reyes Station, California 94956

Phone: (415) 663-1170
Fax number: (415) 663-0421

Email: marinrcd@svn.net


C. Project Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of project. 

From: December 15, 2000
To: June 30, 2003

D) Participant Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project. : 

Private landowners, Marin RCD, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, University of California Cooperative Extension Service, Tomales Bay Agricultural Group, Point Reyes Bird Observatory, AmeriCorps Watershed Stewards Project, The Bay Institute’s Students and Teachers Restoring A Watershed Program. Funders include the Marin Community Foundation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, California Department of Fish and Game, Inverness Foundation and State Water Resources Control Board

E) Location:  Walker Creek (tributary to Tomales Bay)

1.  Size of Project (include units): 73 square miles
2. Counties included in project:   Marin, Sonoma

F) Biography of Group: 


The mission of the Marin county Resource Conservation District is to conserve and enhance Marin County’s natural resources, including its soil, water, vegetation and wildlife.  It is our belief that the health of the county’s natural landscape is dependent upon a robust agricultural economy and the active preservation of our agricultural heritage.  Conversely, it is our firm conviction that the agricultural productivity of the county is dependent upon by the diligent application of practices which conserve and enhance our natural resources. We propose to accomplish our mission through the following: 

Conservation of rangeland, cropland and forests

Protection and improvement of water quality

Control of soil erosion

Riparian habitat protection

Active support of our district’s agricultural economy and heritage

Education and outreach



G) Biography of Project:       


The Walker Creek watershed encompasses 73 square miles in the northwest corner of Marin County. It drains into Tomales Bay within sight of the Pacific ocean. The watershed is almost exclusively agricultural, mostly beef and sheep ranches with a handful of dairy operations in the Keyes and Chileno Creek Valleys. Many of the ranches are large, with an average size of about 240 acres. The small community of Tomales is located just upstream of the confluence of Keyes and Walker Creeks.

Since 1999 the Marin County Resource Conservation District has undertaken an outreach effort in the watershed with funding from the Marin Community Foundation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Inverness Foundation and the California Department of Fish and Game. The purpose of the effort was to listen to what residents want for the future of their ranches and of their home landscape. Two public meetings, two workshops and two tours, 45 one-on-one visits to landowners, and a series of newsletters formed the structure of the outreach. In addition, MCRCD has worked on an inventory of riparian habitat and erosion sites, which has included interviews with many more landowners.

Over 95% of the watershed is in private ownership, more than any other watershed in Marin County. The families of many of the people who were interviewed have made their living in this watershed for generations. The goals reflect their independence and their steadfast commitment to a strong agricultural economy. Underlying this need to maintain an economic base is a deep connection to their landscape- to their neighbors, to the wildlife and oak forests they grew up with, to keeping the open views and way of life that ranching provide.



H) Short-term Goals:       


The primary goal of the project is to implement activities that will demonstrate practical, farmer-friendly management practices for improving water quality in Walker Creek, with particular focus on riparian restoration.  

I) Long-term Goals:  (per Walker Creek Watershed Enhancement Plan)


A. Support a strong agricultural economy

B. Provide clear, factual information on the issues facing Walker Creek

C. Help landowners implement land management practices that support a healthy environment

D. Provide education to the public

E. Work with regulatory agencies to reduce the burden on the watershed’s private landowners

PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.
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