CONTRACT SUMMARY

This information will be made available to the public on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (SWRCB) Website.

Use the "tab" and arrow keys to move through the form.  Skip Areas that Do Not Apply to Your Project.

Date filled out:
A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

1. Project Title: 
Monterey Bay 


2. Project Purpose – Problem  / Goals ("why" the project): The primary purpose of this project is to

 promote appropriate land management, natural resource conservation, and sustainable farming practices

 among farmers around the Elkhorn Slough and the lower Salinas and Pajaro River Watersheds.

3. Project Abstract (brief description of project): ALBA’s mission is to promote economic viability, 

social equity and ecological land management among limited resource farmers and ranchers, especially

in the Central Coast region of California.  ALBA carries out its mission at two demonstration/training 

farms located in Salinas and Watsonville.  This project supports activities at the 195 acre Farmer Training

and Research Center in Watsonville.  This project is a collaborative effort among the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, the Resource Conservation Districts of Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties, the

Elkhorn Slough Foundation, the Nature Conservancy and the Watershed Institute at California State 

University Monterey Bay.

5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prop 13       FORMCHECKBOX 
 EPA 319h grant        

B) Project Contact:



Name:  Brett Melone
Job Title:   Executive Director    

Organization: Agriculture and Land Based

Training Association (ALBA) 
Webpage Address: in development

Address: 1700 Old Stage Road, Salinas, CA 93908

Phone: (831) 758-1469
Fax number:  (831) 758-3665 

Email: meloburu@mail.miis.alumlink.com


C. Project Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of project. 

From: February 2001
To: January 2004

D) Participant Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project. : Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, Resource Conservation Districts of Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties, Elkhorn 

Slough Foundation, The Nature Conservancy and the Watershed Institute at California State 

University Monterey Bay.

E) Location:  ALBA’s Farm Training & Research Center, 420 Hall Road, Watsonville, CA 95076

1.  Size of Project (include units): 195 acres
2. Counties included in project:   Monterey

F) Biography of Group: : ALBA’s mission is

 to promote economic viability, social equity

 and ecological land management among

 limited resource farmers and ranchers, 

especially in the Central Coast region of

 California.  ALBA carries out its mission at

 two demonstration/training  farms located in Salinas and Watsonville.  ALBA was founded in 2001, as the predecessor organization to the Association for Community Based Education’s Rural Development Center.




G) Biography of Project: : The Farmer Training Research Center (FTRC) was founded in 2001 as a response to the need for a farm-based bilingual education and training program, focusing particularly on the unique needs of limited resource farmers in the Elkhorn Slough Watershed.  ALBA’s Rural Development Center programs, which provide education, training and technical assistance in a reduced-risk, incubator environment, have provided the  model for the FTRC, with a strong emphasis on protecting the natural resources upon which agriculture and the well-being of humans and our environment depends.




H) Short-term Goals: : 1. Development/

Adoption of small farm management 

Curriculum and training program for established farmers, based especially on ALBA’s Rural Development Center model, where it trains beginning farmers.  The curriculum has a specific focus on sustainable farming practices and appropriate land management that are economically viable for the small-scale, limited resource farmer.  2. Restoration of 10 upland acres and restoration of 15 riparian/wetland acres.  3.  Identification/recruitment of farmers participants through surveys and interviews. 

4. Implement training programs.  5. Facilitate research and conduct demonstration of appropriate farming and land management practices. 6. Conduct watershed and farm management education,  outreach and technical assistance, field days and farm tours/




I) Long-term Goals: : Contribute to the long-term viability of agriculture in the watershed by promoting farm management which protects natural resources and water quality, as well as the economic viability

of agricultural operations.


PLEASE PROVIDE A HARD COPY AND AN ELECTRONIC COPY TO YOUR CONTRACT MANAGER AND YOUR PROGRAM ANALYST WITH YOUR QUARTERLY/MONTHLY REPORT.
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