CONTRACT SUMMARY

Date Revised: 3/3/05

	A) Project Information Please use complete phrases/ sentences.  Fields will expand as necessary as you type.

	1. Project Title: Assessment of food web transfer of organochlorine compounds in fishes in  Newport Bay,

  California.

	2. Project Purpose – Problem/Goals ("why" the project): There is little information on the route  of

  potentially harmful contaminants to threatened piscivorous bird species in Newport Bay. Understanding

  the flow of these contaminants through the foodweb from fish food (e.g., invertebrates) to fish to

  threatened piscivorous birds of concern in Newport Bay may identify species that contribute high levels of

  contaminants to birds. The goal of this project is to identify fish species that  can be used as surrogates

  for assessing ambient water quality relative to wildlife protection.

	3. Project Abstract (brief description of project): The project will collect fish species that are prey of 

 threatened birds from Newport Bay during winter and summer 2004-2005 for chemical analysis of fish 

 tissue and for determination of fish diet from stomach content analysis. Fish tissue will be analyzed for 

 organochlorine compounds (e.g., DDT, PCB) and selected trace metals. Stomach content analyses will 

 identify major prey species of the fish species analyzed for contaminants. These prey species (and 

 sediment, if consumed by fish) will be collected and analyzed for chemical analysis (organochlorine 

 compounds and selected trace metals). Concentrations of organochlorines and trace metals will be 

 compared relative to consumption guidelines for wildlife protection. Concentrations in sediments will be 

 compared to TMDL sediment quality criteria. Based on available data, various trophic transfer coefficients

  will be determined for the targeted fish species. Concentration levels in fish food and in fish tissue in 

  targeted food webs will be used to select appropriate species to be used as surrogates for assessing 

  ambient water quality relative to wildlife protection.   

	5. Which SWRCB program is funding this project?  Please put an "X" by the one that applies.
  X   Prop 13    ___    EPA 319h grant       

	B) Project Contact:

	

	Name:  M. James Allen
	Job Title:  Principal Scientist

	Organization: Southern California

Coastal Water Research Project
	Webpage Address: www.sccwrp.org

	Address: 7171 Fenwick Lane, Westminster, CA  92683

	Phone: 714-372-9220
	Fax number: 714-894-9699

	Email: jima@sccwrp.org
	

	C) Project Time Frame:  Refers to the implementation period of project. 

	From: Aug 2004
	To: March 2007

	D) Participant Information: Name all agencies/groups involved with project: Southern California Coastal Water Research Project; California State University, Long Beach; University of California, Riverside

	E) Location:  

	1.  Size of Project (include units):   NA   
	2. Counties included in project:   Orange

	F) Biography of Group: : 
	The Southern California Coastal Water Research Project is a public research agency founded in 1969. The mission of SCCWRP is to understand the linkages among human activities, natural events, and the health of the southern California coastal environment. California State University, Long Beach, and University of California, Riverside are institutions of higher learning with scientists expert in environmental chemistry.

	

	G) Biography of Project: :      
	The project developed from the need of the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region (RWQCB,SAR) to get information on the flow of contaminants in Newport Bay through foodweb paths leading to endpoints of concern (health of endangered or threatened birds and of humans). By identifying important fish species conveying contaminants to endpoints of concern, it was hoped that the project will provide appropriate fish surrogates for use in monitoring water quality. SCCWRP had recently (2004) completed an assessment of fish contamination in Newport Bay. RWQCB,SAR, who funded that study contacted scientists at SCCWRP; University of California, Riverside; and California State University, Long Beach to plan such a study. This team submitted a proposal for State Proposition 13 funds and was awarded a contract to conduct the study in February 2004, with the grant agreement signed in September 2004.

	

	H) Short-term Goals: : 
	The short-term goals of SCCWRP are to develop, participate in, and coordinate research to  understand the relationships between ecological systems in coastal waters and human activities in the southern California coastal environment.

	

	I) Long-term Goals: : 
	The long-term goals of SCCWRP include improving the communication of research findings to decision makers and other stakeholders and 
also to serve as a catalyst for forming partnerships to improve the understanding of coastal ecosystems in southern California.


Deliverable 6.3
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